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MAY 16, 2022
TOWN OF OLD LYME
ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING


Approximately thirty (30) electors and citizens attended the Town of Old Lyme Annual Budget Meeting on Monday, May 16, 2022, at 7:30 p.m. in the Meeting Hall at the Old Lyme Memorial Town Hall, 52 Lyme Street, Old Lyme, Connecticut.

First Selectman, Timothy C. Griswold, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

A motion was made by Martha Shoemaker and seconded by Vicki Urbowicz, to nominate Attorney Vicki Lanier to serve as moderator. Mr. Griswold asked if there were any other nominations, and there were none. He called for a vote and Attorney Lanier was voted to serve as the moderator unanimously.  

Attorney Lanier asked Town Clerk, Vicki Urbowicz, to read the call of the meeting. 

Attorney Lanier asked David Kelsey, Chair of the Board of Finance, to present the Fiscal Year 2023 budget.

1. To adopt the Budget for the fiscal year July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023, as recommended by the Board of Finance.

David Kelsey thanked the members of the Board of Finance, as well as  Nicole Leger, Finance Director for the Town of Old Lyme and Michele Hayes, Secretary to the Board of Finance, for their hard work. Mr. Kelsey then gave an overview of the 2022-2023 budget explaining the need for the increase of 0.2 mills for a mill rate of 23.50.  Mr. Kelsey then asked if there were any questions or comments pertaining to the budget. Citizen Kevin McMahon asked about whether there were any veteran’s tax exemptions in the proposed budget. Mr. Kelsey said there were not and that such a request would need to be presented to the Board of Selectman. 

Andy Russell made a motion to accept the Budget for fiscal year July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023 and Judy Read seconded the motion. All voted in favor of the motion, and none were opposed. 

Motion Carried.


2. To adopt a proposal that taxes in the Town of Old Lyme on Real Estate and Personal Property shall be paid in two (2) semi-annual installments, the first payment being due on July 1, 2022 and the second payment on January 1, 2023. Any tax in these categories under $100.00 will be due in full in one payment in July 2022, as are vehicles on the Supplemental List due in July 2022 in one payment.
A motion was made by Judith Read to approve the prosed tax installments and seconded by Andy Russell. All voted in favor of the motion, and none were opposed.
Motion Carried.

Attorney Lanier asked Mr. Griswold to present the proposed ordinance change.

3. The following proposed ordinance:
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF OLD LYME, CONNECTICUT THAT SECION 101-16 OF THE OLD LYME CODE OF ORDINANCES SHALL BE AMENDED BY ADDING THE UNDERLINED AND BOLDED LANGUAGE BELOW TO IT:

1. a. Each person appointed to any of the above-described positions shall continue in office for the term for which he or she is appointed and until his or her successor is duly appointed and qualifies, except where such position is established pursuant to statute of the State of Connecticut for a definite term without provision for such continuation in office until a successor is duly appointed.  
b. Unless otherwise specifically provided by statute and/or another Town Ordinance(s), the Board of Selectman, by majority vote, for cause, may remove any person appointed by the Board of Selectmen as a regular or alternate member of a Town board, commission or agency, including those not listed in 101-15 above, but only after the Board of Selectmen present the person with the allegations against her/him in writing and give her/him a reasonable opportunity to be heard in response to them at a proceeding of the Board of Selectmen.  If requested by the person, the proceeding shall be held in open session. For purposes of this Ordinance, cause may include an unreasonable number of unexcused absences from the meetings or proceedings of the board, commission or agency of which the person is a regular or alternate member and/or of episodes of intemperate behavior towards other persons during its meetings or proceedings.
2.  This amended ordinance shall become effective on the sixteenth day after notice of its adoption is published in a newspaper having a general circulation in the Town.

Mr. Griswold stated that the way the current ordinance is written, the Board of Selectmen can appoint members to boards, commissions and agencies but there is no language in most of the existing ordinances that specifies how the Board of Selectmen may remove an appointed member of a board, commission, or agency. The purpose of this amendment is to provide a process for the removal of an appointed member of a board, commission, or agency.
Attorney Lanier then opened the floor for discussion. 
Kathleen Tracy asked for the item to be reread by the moderator.
Michael Aurelia, of 4 Hillwood East, voiced concerns about the proposed amendment not being publicly discussed before this Town Meeting. He had questions such as what is the definition of “intemperate behavior,” who can bring a complaint, what is the due process; how many warnings must a member or alternate be given before being removed, who evaluates the complaint, where can they appeal their removal, and what is the appeal route?
BJ Bernblum, of 9 Cutler Road, stated that he was troubled by the wording of the ordinance, and it does not address the causes and appeal process.
Dave Kelsey, of 74 Sill Lane, was sympathetic to the points brought up and suggested that the questions be brought up and submitted to the attorney who drafted the amendment.
Martha Shoemaker, of 30 Wychwood Road, stated that the amendment may need revisions and should go back to the attorney for further review.
Mark Terwilliger, of 11 River Bank Lane, voiced concerns about the possibility of members being removed based political affiliation. 
Jerri Baker, of 262 Whippoorwill Road, showed support of the comments made and suggested that the language be reviewed with transparency.
Kathleen Tracy, of 76 Hartford Ave, asked for clarification as to whether the ordinance would include elected members and alternates. She was told it would only apply to appointed members.
Denise Savageau, of 4 Hillwood East, questioned what the definition of “intemperate” was and whether a member who is being passionate could inadvertently be considered “intemperate” and removed. She also suggested that we investigate how we go about amending ordinances in the future. 
Anne Redfield, of 10 Sandpiper Point Road, stated that she thought the procedure of notice of the amendment was flawed.
Kevin McMahon motioned to have Item 3 withdrawn. Timothy Griswold seconded it. Attorney Lanier declared Item #3 was withdrawn. 
Motion Withdrawn.

4. A proposal to quitclaim the Town’s interest in a 0.13-acre parcel of land located at 54 Grandview Avenue (ID 61-80) to the owners of an adjoining parcel for the sum of $3,500.00.

Mr. Griswold made a motion to approve the sale of 54 Grandview Avenue (ID 61-80) and it was seconded by Dave Kelsey. Mr. Griswold stated that the Town owns 0.13-acre parcel of land that is land locked. Michael Hanson, an abutting owner, wishes to purchase the property. All other abutters were notified and had no interest in purchasing the property. 

Kevin McMahon asked why the property was being sold for half of its appraised value.

Michael Hanson, the proposed purchaser of the property, stated that the property cannot be built upon and is inaccessible to anyone other than an abutter. He wishes to use it to add to his current property and have more room for his children to play.

A motion was made to approve the sale. Michael Hanson abstained from voting. All were in favor of the motion with one opposed.
Motion Carried.




5. A proposal that the Town formally accept title to a “Open Space” parcel located at 18-2 Short Hills Road, Old Lyme, Ct. (ID 24-16), consisting of 5.72 acres, which parcel has been offered to the Town in association with the approval by the Planning Commission of a subdivision of which the parcel is a part.

Gary Gregory motioned to accept the title to 18-2 Short Hills Road and Anne Redfield seconded the motion. 
Mr. Griswold presented Item #5. He stated that the parcel in question is a land locked parcel that will satisfy the open space requirement and would add to the McCulloch property.
All were in favor, and none were opposed.
Motion Carried.


Meeting adjourned 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Vicki Urbowicz
Town Clerk
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