
Minutes of the Sound View Beach Commission Formation Committee 
UNAPPROVED  
 
Meeting held: June 28, 2010 at SV Community Center, 7.30pm  
 
Present:  
Regular Members: Frank Pappalardo (Chairman), Michaelle Pearson 
(Secretary), Gail Fuller, Russell Carlo (alternate), David Griswold (late 
arrival) 
Also present:  Bonnie Reemsnyder, (Ex-officio); Skip Sibley (Ex Officio) 
Absent: Harry Plaut, Joann Lishing (alternate) 
Call to Order: 7.48pm 
 
Acceptance of Minutes: Russ Carlo motioned to accept minutes of the May 
meeting.  Gail Fuller seconded, motion carried. Minutes accepted.     
 
Lou Mongioi spoke about cars parked on sidewalk. Said he contacted police, 
who were responsive and ticketed the vehicle.  
 
Shirley Grande spoke about jet skis over the swim lines on  Friday at Miami 
Beach, when there were people swimming.  
 
Selectwoman Bonnie Reemsnyder said that’s why we need someone on the 
beach, to enforce these kinds of violations as they occur.  
 
Frank Pappalardo said that he has a meeting with Scott Boulanger and Mark 
Mongillo (of Miami Beach) tomorrow, and will ask them this question. They 
will also discuss the issue of coolers, etc., regarding Sound View property 
owners who have deeded rights of access to the beach separate from and 
exceeding those of the general public.  
 
Mr. Pappalardo also spoke about his meeting with the police, stating that he 
was very pleased with the outcome, and the enthusiasm expressed by police.  
 
Selectwoman Reemsnyder concurred, saying that the police made some 
suggestions and explained about managing limited resources, etc. Ms. 
Reemsnyder said she thought it was a great meeting, and there should be 
another, follow-up meeting to assess progress and feedback from the 
community and the police.  
 



8.29 David Griswold joins meeting.  
 
Road Closures: Ms. Pearson and Ms. Fuller stated that the road closures 
were very effective. Even when the beach and parking lots were crowded, 
traffic flowed in an orderly fashion, with one side of the street remaining 
open to pedestrians walking to and from the beach. This is a vast 
improvement over previous years, though the test will be 4th of July 
weekend.  
 
Steps Taken to Increase Sound View Public Safety 
 Frank Pappalardo sent email regarding this to all email addresses of the 
SVBA plus other interested parties. Also went out Friday afternoon as town 
email notification (full text follows in italics): 
  
Sound View traffic and overcrowding have continued to escalate over the 
years leading to increased public safety concerns. The “Sound View Beach 
Commission Formation Committee” (SBCFC), Old Lyme Selectmen, 
Emergency Management, Parks and Recreation, and Old Lyme Police have 
been addressing possible methods for remedy. The following are programs 
which will be implemented and evaluated for the summer of 2010 with 
consideration of limited Town resources. Although some of these programs 
may result in a minor inconvenience the overall effect is anticipated to be 
positive and safer. Your assistance and patience will be greatly appreciated. 
                                                Thank You 
                                        Timothy C.  Griswold, First Selectman 
                                        Scott O’Donnell, Resident State Trooper 
                                        Frank Pappalardo, Chairman, SBCFC 
 
The Town parking lot capacity has been reduced from 92 spaces to 72. 
 “No Parking” signs are planned for Shore Rd and surrounding streets. 
 “No Beach Parking on Street” signs are planned for the entrance to Hawks 
Nest. 
 As appropriate, the Resident State trooper will close the State Rest Area on 
Shore Rd. to minimize beach parking 
 Bike Patrols and Police patrols will monitor and ticket illegal parking on 
Shore Rd, surrounding streets as well as within the Sound View area, 
including illegal parking lots. 
Towing illegally parked cars will continue and further be enhanced by use of 
the parking lot next to the Police Station as a temporary impound lot, thus 
reducing the travel time for tow trucks. (Pending zoning review) 



 Illuminated traffic control signs will be used on Interstate 95, Route 9 and 
on Route 156 notifying travelers when Sound View has reached capacity and 
is closed to additional parking. 
The traffic pattern on Portland, Hartford and Swan Avenues will be 
modified. On weekends and Holidays, when beach weather is anticipated, 
the traffic pattern will be adjusted as follows: barricades will be placed at 
the southbound lanes of Portland and Swan at Route 156 with signage 
notifying that these roads are one way (out bound).Entry to Sound View will 
be via Hartford Ave. Barricades will also be placed on Portland and Swan 
south bound at each cross street (Bocce and Martino). Hartford Ave will 
remain two-way traffic. Vehicles entering on Hartford Ave may turn left or 
right onto Bocce and Martino. At the end of Hartford Ave., vehicles may 
turn left or right to access Swan or Portland. 
 
This traffic pattern will allow access to all businesses, private parking lots 
and residences. When all the parking lots are filled to capacity, the Police 
will, as necessary, position an officer at the entrance to Hartford Ave. to 
prevent “circling of cars”.   
 
 
There followed some discussion regarding the above:  
 
Regarding the use of the parking lot across from the chapel for impound:  
Selectwoman Reemsnyder said it’s important that we communicate that it’s 
an impound lot, not additional beach parking. All-Pro tow company said this 
would reduce towing time by 30-40 minutes. Charge would be close to $200 
with fines, etc. During the day, All Pro would station one of their people at 
the lot to collect fines and turn away would-be beach parkers. At the end of 
the day, any cars left would be towed to All Pro’s impound lot.   
 
Dave Roberge has been in contact with emergency planning to implement 
illuminated signs on Rte 9, I95, and Rte 156 with messaging like: “Sound 
View beach closed.” Parking lots closed. (Mr. Roberge will finalize actual 
wording and who will decide when beaches are officially “closed/ at 
capacity”  
 
 
 
Sound View Commission/ Next Steps:  



Russ Carlo agreed to provide an accurate surveyor’s description of the 
boundaries of Sound View for purposes of the Commission.  
 
Mr. Pappalardo asked what needs to be in the document, and  
what’s the next step to proceed to legal?  
 
Some discussion of the document to be presented to the Selectmen for 
review, and for submission to legal review.  
 
Call for vote: 
Ms. Fuller motioned for a vote on document presented, with adjusted 
boundaries and subject to legal review. Mr. Griswold seconded. 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Mr. Pappalardo stated that there should be some informational meetings to 
get comments and feedback from residents prior to a formal town meeting 
vote.  
Ms. Reemsnyder agreed, and encourages us to get the process rolling, so the 
vote could take place by the end of the summer season. She suggested that 
the Committee make its presentation to the Board of Selectmen at their next 
meeting on July 19th, including a formal recommendation to create a 
Commission. The Selectmen will review, and make any changes deemed 
necessary, then give it to Marylin Clarke for legal review.  
 
Tentative schedule going forward is:  
BOS meeting 7/19, next SVBCFC meeting is 7/26. Informational meetings 
could be scheduled for August 7 or 8 at the beach. Town Hall general 
information meeting could possibly be 8/9? Selectman Skip Sibley said he 
would be sure to add the Commission proposal to the agenda for the BOS 
meeting on July 19th.   
 
Other business 9.09pm:   
Frank Pappalardo complimented David Griswold on the economic 
commission’s home-based business forum.  
 
David Griswold mentioned the Sound View Independence Day Parade on 
July 3rd. He said the VFW would be bringing an honor guard.  
Step off 10 am. Lineup 9.45.  
 



Ms. Pearson motioned to adjourn at 9.19 pm. Seconded by Ms. Fuller. 
Motion carried.  
 
Next meeting 7.30 pm at Shoreline Community Center. Monday July 26, 
2010.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


