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Permit Application for Programs 
Administered by the Office of 
Long Island Sound Programs 
 

IMPORTANT - Please refer to the instructions (DEEP-OLISP-
INST-100) for completing this application form to ensure that all 
required information is provided. Print or type all information 
within the form, providing additional pages as necessary. 
 
Part I:  Permit Type and Fee Information 
Check only one of the boxes below identifying the applicable state permit program(s). You must submit the initial 
fee indicated below and a copy of the published notice of permit application and the completed Certification of 
Notice Form with this application. 

Type of Permit Initial Fee 

 Structures, Dredging & Fill CGS sec. 22a-361 [#1085} 

 Structures, Dredging & Fill and 401 Water Quality Certificate [#1632] 

$660.00 

$660.00 

 Structures, Dredging & Fill, and Tidal Wetlands CGS sec. 22a-361 & sec. 22a-32 [#438] 

 Structures, Dredging & Fill, and Tidal Wetlands and 401 Water Quality Certificate [#417] 

$660.00 

$660.00 

 401 Water Quality Certificate 33 U.S.C. 1341 (For Federal Use Only) [#1195] None 

Note: The fee for municipalities is 50% of the above listed rates. Additional fees based on the water area 
occupied by the project will be invoiced. The application will not be processed without the initial fee. 
The fee shall be non-refundable and shall be paid by check or money order to the Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection. 

Town where site is located: Old Lyme (Dredging) & Madison (Disposal)  

Brief Description of Project: Dredge a navigation channel in the Black Hall River. 

The public notice of application must be published prior to submitting an application, as required in CGS section 22a-6g. 
 A copy of the published notice of application and the completed Certification of Notice Form must be included as 
Attachment AA to this application. Your application will not be processed if Attachment AA is not included. 

Date of Publication:  October 24, 2014  

 Check here, in addition to one of the boxes above, if your application is being submitted pursuant to CGS sec. 
22a-361(a)(2)(d) to address a violation. 

CPPU USE ONLY 

 
App #:________________________________ 
 
Doc #:________________________________ 
 
Check #:______________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/Permits_and_Licenses/Land_Use_Permits/Long_Island_Sound_Permits/olisp_inst.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324218&deepNav_GID=1643#CertificationofNotice
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324218&deepNav_GID=1643#CertificationofNotice
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Part II:  Applicant Information 
 If an applicant is a corporation, limited liability company, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, or a 

statutory trust, it must be registered with the Secretary of State. If applicable, registrant’s name shall be stated 
exactly as it is registered with the Secretary of State. Please note, for those entities registered with the 
Secretary of State, the registered name will be the name used by DEEP. This information can be accessed at 
the Secretary of State's database (CONCORD). (www.concord-sots.ct.gov/CONCORD/index.jsp) 

 If an applicant is an individual, provide the legal name (include suffix) in the following format: First Name; 
Middle Initial; Last Name; Suffix (Jr, Sr., II, III, etc.). 

 If there are any changes or corrections to your company/facility or individual mailing or billing address or 
contact information, please complete and submit the Request to Change Company/Individual Information to 
the address indicated on the form. If there is a change in name of the entity holding a DEEP license or a 
change in ownership, contact the Office of Planning and Program Development (OPPD) at 860-424-3003. For 
any other changes you must contact the specific program from which you hold a current DEEP license.  

1. Applicant Name: Town of Old Lyme 
Mailing Address: 52 Lyme Street 
City/Town: Old Lyme State: CT Zip Code: 06371 
Business Phone: 860-434-1605 ext.       
Contact Person: Steven Ross Title: HMC Chairman 
*E-mail: steveross@snet.net 
*By providing this e-mail address you are agreeing to receive official correspondence from DEEP, at this electronic 
address, concerning the subject application. Please remember to check your security settings to be sure you can 
receive e-mails from “ct.gov” addresses. Also, please notify DEEP if your e-mail address changes.a) Applicant 
Type (check one): 

  individual   federal agency   state agency   municipality   tribal 

  *business entity (*If a business entity complete i through iii): 
i) check  type:    corporation   limited liability company   limited partnership 
   limited liability partnership   statutory trust   Other:         

ii) provide Secretary of the State business ID #:      This information can be accessed at 
database (CONCORD). (www.concord-sots.ct.gov/CONCORD/index.jsp) 

iii)   Check here if your business is NOT registered with the Secretary of State’s office. 

b) Applicant’s interest in property at which the proposed activity is to be located: 

  site owner   option holder   lessee 

  easement holder   operator   other (specify):        

 Check if any co-applicants. If so, attach additional sheet(s) with the required information as requested above. 

Note: If the applicant is not the owner, submit written permission from the owner as Attachment B. 

2. List billing contact, if different than the applicant. 
Name:       
Mailing Address:       
City/Town:       State:       Zip Code:       
Business Phone:       ext.       
Contact Person:       Title:       
E-mail:       

http://www.concord-sots.ct.gov/CONCORD/index.jsp
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324218&deepNav_GID=1643
http://www.concord-sots.ct.gov/CONCORD/index.jsp
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Part II:  Applicant Information (continued) 

3. List primary contact for departmental correspondence and inquiries if different than applicant. 
Name: Coastline Consulting & Development, LLC 
Mailing Address: 5-B Old Post Road 
City/Town: Madison State: CT Zip Code: 06443 
Business Phone: 203-245-8138 ext.       
Contact Person: David Provencher Title: Project Manager 
*E-mail: david@coastlineconsulting-ct.com 

4. List Site Owner, if different than applicant: 

Name:       
Mailing Address:       
City/Town:       State:       Zip Code:       
Business Phone:       ext.       
Contact Person:       Title:       
E-mail:       

5. List Facility Owner, if different than applicant: 

Name:       
Mailing Address:       
City/Town:       State:       Zip Code:       
Business Phone:       ext.       
Contact Person:       Title:       
E-mail:       

6. List attorney or other representative, if applicable. 

Firm Name:       
Mailing Address:       
City/Town:       State:       Zip Code:       
Business Phone:       ext.       
Attorney:       Title:       
E-mail:       

7. List all engineer(s), surveyor(s) and/or other consultant(s) employed or retained to assist in 
preparing the application and designing or constructing the activity. 

Name: Coastline Consulting & Development, LLC 
Mailing Address: 5-B Old Post Road 
City/Town: Madison State: CT Zip Code: 06443 
Business Phone: 203-245-8138 ext.       
Contact Person: David Provencher Title: Project Manager 
E-mail: david@coastlineconsulting-ct.com 
Service Provided: Environmental Consulting/Application Preparation 

 Check if additional Applicant Information sheets are included, and label and attach them to this sheet. 
 

8. A pre-application meeting with Office of Long Island Sound Program (OLISP) staff is strongly 
recommended prior to application submission. Please note the meeting date and OLISP staff 
person’s name: 

Staff Name: Susan Bailey       Meeting Date: 6/11/13, 9/24/13, 4/4/14, 6/11/14, 7/31/14, 8/27/14, 9/5/14 
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Part III:  Project Information
 

1. Describe the proposed regulated work and activities in a detailed narrative, including the number and 
dimensions of structures.  Refer to both the instructions and Appendix A of the instructions (Activity 
Specific Instructions). 

The applicant proposes the following regulated work: 
 

 Dredge by clamshell bucket approximately 13,176 cubic yards of material to a depth of -4.0’ 
MLW (+1’ overdredge) to create a 6,000 linear foot navigation channel.  The channel will 
maintain a 50’ width from the Route 156 bridge south to the confluence of the Back and Black 
Hall Rivers, and maintain a 100’ width from that point to the mouth of the Black Hall River. 

 
 Dispose of the material dredged north of the former Griswold Point peninsula at the New 

London Disposal Site. 
 
 Dispose of the material dredged south of the former Griswold Point peninsula at the 

Hammonasset Nearshore Disposal Site (see map of disposal location in Attachment M). 
 
The areal extent of the proposed dredging measures approximately 430,286 square feet.   

 
      The proposed dredging is not associated with an adjacent upland property.     
      

The proposed dredging is consistent with municipal zoning requirements. 
 
The proposed dredge footprint is located in FEMA flood zones “VE” and ‘‘AE”; Areas Subject To 1% 
Annual Flood Chance, per FEMA Map 09011C0462J, effective date 8/5/2013.  No structures are 
proposed. 
 
The applicant intends to use the proposed dredge channel to facilitate private recreational boating for 
the general public. 

 
No fill is proposed as part of this project.   
 
No changes are proposed to any stormwater runoff system. 

2. a. Describe the construction activities involved for the project in detail, including methods, sequencing, 
equipment, and any alternative construction methods that might be employed. 

The proposed regulated work will be conducted as follows: 

Water Based Rig 
 
 Using GPS navigation onboard the dredge barge, the contractor will position the rig over the 

dredge footprint.  Once all equipment is in place, the contractor will lower the spuds to anchor 
the barge in place.    

 
 The dredge will repeatedly excavate sediment with an approximately 2.5 cubic yard bucket and 

load the spoils into a scow barge. 
 
 Once the scow barge is full, the dredge spoils will be transported to the proposed disposal 

sites.   
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b. Describe any erosion and sedimentation or turbidity control installation and maintenance schedule and 
plans in detail. 

No specific measures to control turbidity during the dredging are proposed.  It is anticipated that 
any permits issued for this work will include restrictions on dredging during environmentally 
sensitive periods, thereby mitigating any potential adverse impacts caused by turbidity. 

c. Indicate the length of time needed to complete the project and identify any anticipated time period 
restrictions. 

It is anticipated that the proposed work will commence in the late fall of 2015 and take 
approximately 1 month to complete. 
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Part III:  Project Information (continued) 

3. Describe the purpose of, the need for, and intended use of the proposed activities. (For example, private 
recreational boating, marina, erosion protection, public infrastructure, etc.) 

PROPOSED DREDGING 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of the proposed dredging is to establish proper control depths for safe navigation within 
this section of the Black Hall River. 
 
Need 
The proposed dredging is necessary because siltation has occurred in this area of the river, leading to 
progressively shallower water depths that become particularly problematic at lower portions of the 
tide cycle.  Specifically, depths immediately south of the confluence of the Black Hall River and Long 
Island Sound are as shallow as -2.0’ MLW at low tide.  Depths within the river proper are as shallow as 
-2.3’ MLW at low tide.  These shallow areas persist until the river reaches the Route 156 bridge, where 
the water deepens to -6.0’ MLW and greater.  The shallow water between the open water in Long 
Island Sound and the Route 156 bridge present challenges for recreational vessels at low tide, and 
impair the functionality of the Black Hall River.   
 
Use 
The proposed dredging will be used for public recreational boating purposes. 
 

4. Identify and describe all coastal or aquatic resources on the site by checking the appropriate box and 
describe the expected impact on these resources. You may add addenda as necessary as Attachment M. 

Coastal/Aquatic Resources On-site Adjacent Describe Expected Impact 

Coastal bluffs and escarpments         

Rocky Shorefront    

Beaches and Dunes   Beach is located on the east side of the mouth of the Black Hall River. 
The proposed dredge footprint does not encroach onto this resource. 

Intertidal Flats   

Intertidal flats are present throughout the Black Hall River.  During 
the planning stages, Coastline Consulting & Development, LLC 
identified the location of the Lowest Predicted Tide (LPT) in the Black 
Hall River.  In order to prevent any adverse impacts to this resource, 
all of the proposed dredging will occur waterward of LPT. 

Tidal Wetlands   

Tidal wetland vegetation is present throughout the Black Hall River.  
In order to prevent adverse impacts to this vegetation, the side 
slopes of the proposed channel will maintain a minimum setback of 
35’ from the nearest tidal wetland vegetation.  This offset is sufficient 
to avoid any direct impact during the dredging operations, as well as 
prevent any sloughing of the vegetation into the proposed channel.   

Fresh Water Wetlands and 
Watercourses         

Estuarine Embayments   

The proposed dredging does not alter the existing patterns of tidal 
exchange or introduce additional freshwater into the estuarine 
embayment.  Therefore, no adverse impacts to this resource are 
anticipated.   

Coastal Hazard Areas   

The proposed dredge footprint is located in FEMA flood zones “VE” 
and ‘‘AE”; Areas Subject To 1% Annual Flood Chance, per FEMA 
FIRM 09011C0462J, effective date 8/5/2013.  No structures are 
proposed.  Furthermore, the proposed dredging will not result in the 
creation of impermeable surfaces that would diminish flood storage 
capacity. 
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Developed Shorefront    

Islands         

Near shore Waters   

The southern portion of the dredge footprint is located in nearshore 
waters.  As the proposed work only involves dredging, it does not 
create any impediments to tidal flow, nor does it alter tidal 
flushing/exchange at the site.  Therefore, the proposed work is 
consistent with the criteria for consideration for work within near 
shore waters. 

Offshore Waters         

Shorelands         

Shellfish Concentration Areas   

It is our conclusion that the proposed dredging will not result in any 
significant adverse impacts to shellfish resources.  Principally, the 
work will occur outside of the shellfish spawning periods in order to 
prevent the adverse impacts from turbidity such as the smothering of 
oyster spat and other larval stage shellfish.  In addition, both the Old 
Lyme Shellfish Commission and CT Bureau of Aquaculture have 
reviewed the proposed dredging and determined that it will not result 
in significant adverse impacts to shellfish (see Attachments D & F).   

Wildlife Resources and Habitat   

Correspondence from the NDDB (see Attachment C) was received 
stating that the Black Hall River is identified as habit for the Federal 
and State Threatened piping plover, State Threatened least tern, and 
State Species of Special Concern hairy-necked tiger beetle. 

As the proposed work does not involve the dredging of intertidal or 
beach habitat, and will not cause adverse impacts to the sediment 
transport near or the habitat of Griswold Point, no disturbance to the 
habitat for these species will result from the proposed dredging.  
Furthermore, as recommended by the NDDB, it is anticipated that any 
issued permit for the work will prohibit dredging between April 1st 
and August 30th, so as to avoid interference with the avian nesting 
season. 

We have determined that there would be minimal impacts to wildlife 
and habitat in general.  Impacts have been minimized by ensuring 
that no dredging will occur within tidal wetlands or intertidal flats.  
Additionally, all dredging will be conducted outside of 
environmentally sensitive time periods so as not to conflict with fish 
spawning/migration, shellfish spawning, or migratory bird nesting 
and feeding.  As such, it is not anticipated that the proposed dredging 
will pose any adverse impacts on wildlife resources or habitat. 

 

Benthic (bottom) Habitat   

We have determined that there would be minimal adverse impacts to 
benthic habitat.  The proposed dredge depth is not sufficient to 
change sediment type or typical bottom temperature, which would 
potentially alter the habitat and benthic community structure.  
Furthermore, the benthic species communities in the proposed 
dredge footprint were analyzed by Peter Pellegrino, Ph. D, of Coastal 
Resource Analysts (see Attachment M).  Dr. Pellegrino’s analysis 
concluded that, based on the successional stages of the species 
identified and the presence of these same species outside of the 
dredge footprint, impacts to these communities will be temporary and 
that full recovery within the dredge footprint will be achieved within 8-
12 months following completion of dredging.  As such, it is not 
anticipated that the proposed dredging will pose any significant, 
permanent adverse impacts on benthic habitat. 

 

Indigenous aquatic life, including 
shellfish and finfish   

Correspondence from the NDDB (see Attachment C) was received 
indicating that the Black Hall River is identified as habitat for the 
Federal and State Endangered shortnose and Atlantic sturgeon, and 
the State Species of Special Concern blueback herring.  In addition, 
Mark Johnson of DEEP Fisheries has informed Coastline Consulting 
& Development, LLC that there are records of anadromous alewife in 
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the river, and that the deeper water in the vicinity of the Route 156 
bridge is used as an overwintering area by juvenile striped bass.  The 
northern terminus of the proposed dredge footprint is located 
approximately 192’ south of the bridge.  Therefore, it is not 
anticipated that the proposed dredging will adversely impact this 
species.   

In order to protect these various species, Mr. Johnson indicated that 
he would recommend prohibiting dredging between April 1st and May 
15th with respect to the anadromous fish species, and that he may 
recommend a restriction on dredging during the coldest part of 
winter to avoid impacts to the juvenile striped bass.  Furthermore, it 
is anticipated that dredging will be prohibited between June 1st and 
September 30th in order to prevent adverse impacts to shellfish 
spawning. 

Therefore, we have determined that there would be minimal impacts 
to aquatic life in general.  Impacts have been minimized by ensuring 
that dredging will occur outside of important habitat for such species 
(tidal wetlands, intertidal flats) and be conducted outside of the 
spawning/breeding/migration periods.  As such, it is not anticipated 
that the proposed dredging will pose any adverse impacts to 
indigenous aquatic life, including shellfish and finfish. 

 

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation   

USFWS eelgrass survey data indicates that the Black Hall River is 
not, and has not historically been, habitat for eelgrass.  However, in 
order to confirm the presence or lack thereof of this resource, staff 
from Coastline Consulting & Development, LLC conducted a field 
survey of the entire length of the dredge footprint on September 2, 
2014.  Utilizing GPS based topographic survey equipment, and 
operating from a shallow draft work boat, staff traversed the entirety 
of the proposed footprint at low tide in 15’ transects in all directions.  
Water clarity was sufficient to allow for visual observation of the 
eelgrass.  No eelgrass was observed. 
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Part III:  Project Information (continued) 

5. Identify whether the proposed activities will impact the following categories. If so, describe the expected 
impact, adding addenda as necessary as Attachment M. 

Categories Yes No Describe Expected Impact 

Prevention or alleviation of 
shoreline erosion and coastal 
flooding 

        

Use and development of adjoining 
uplands   The proposed work is not directly associated with any upland 

properties. 

Use and development of adjacent 
lands and properties         

Improvement of coastal and inland 
navigation for all vessels, including 
small craft for recreational 
purposes 

  
The proposed dredging will establish proper control depths for safe 
navigation and improved recreational boating access within this 
stretch of the Black Hall River. 

Pollution control   The proposed work will not result in any discharge of stormwater or 
other potential pollutants. 

Water quality    Outside of temporary turbidity, no impacts to water quality will 
result from the proposed work. 

Water circulation and drainage    

Recreational use of public water   
By improving water depths for recreational boating, the proposed 
dredging represents a benefit for the recreational use of public 
water. 

Management of coastal resources   

The proposed dredging has been designed to avoid encroachment 
into tidal wetlands and intertidal flats, and will occur outside of 
environmentally sensitive time periods as directed by the Bureau of 
Aquaculture, NDDB, and DEEP Fisheries.  Therefore, the proposed 
dredging appears to be consistent with DEEP criteria for the 
management of coastal resources. 

Public health and welfare     

The protection of life and property 
from flood, hurricane and other 
natural disasters 

             

6. Identify and evaluate any potential beneficial and adverse impacts to:  

a. navigation: (include federal and local navigation channels and distance to nearby docks) 

During the initial planning stages, Coastline Consulting & Development, LLC carefully evaluated 
the potential impacts to navigation.  As the project does not involve the installation of any 
structures within the navigable waterway, the proposed work does not pose any potential 
adverse impacts to navigation.  Given that the proposed work consists entirely of dredging a 
formalized navigation channel to establish proper control depths to facilitate safer navigation at 
low tide, the proposed work represents a benefit to navigation within this portion of the Black 
Hall River.  Furthermore, the Old Lyme Harbor Management Commission reviewed the project 
and concluded that it is consistent with their approved harbor management plan (see Attachment 
E).  Therefore, the proposed dredging will pose no adverse impacts to navigation. 
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b. public access to, and public use of, public trust lands and waters waterward of mean high water:  

Public Access to Public Trust Lands 
As the work does not involve the installation of any structures within the Black Hall River, the 
proposed dredging does not inhibit public access to public trust lands.  On the contrary, by 
establishing a formal navigation channel with proper control depths the proposed work improves 
public access for boaters to enjoy recreational activities in the Black Hall River and Long Island 
Sound. 

 
Private Encroachment into and Occupation of Public Trust Lands 
As the proposed work involves no structural components and is a municipal channel, the project 
does not represent any private encroachment into/occupation of public trust lands. 

 
Public Access along Public Trust Lands 
As the proposed work does not involve the installation of any structures waterward of mean high 
water, the project does not pose any potential obstacles to public access along public trust 
lands. 
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Part III:  Project Information (continued) 

7. Describe how the proposed work will be a water-dependent use(s) of the property or will physically 
support water-dependent use(s) of the property, such as marinas, recreational and commercial fishing, 
boating facilities, shipyards and boat building facilities. Please do not include private recreation docks in 
this category. Include how upland facilities, such as sanitary facilities, designated parking, boat repair and 
sales, winter storage, etc., will support water-dependent uses on-site.  

The dredging of the proposed channel will entirely support and enhance recreational boating 
opportunities in the Black Hall River.  In addition, the proposed channel will provide secondary 
benefits to the nearby commercial marina by improving access for their patrons.  The proposed work 
also benefits the users of the State of Connecticut launch ramp on the Back River, located in close 
proximity to the confluence with the Black Hall River, by creating deeper water via a formalized 
channel for direct access to Long Island Sound from the Black Hall River.  As such, the proposed 
dredging is a water-dependent use. 

8. Identify and evaluate the potential adverse impacts of the proposed work upon future water-dependent 
development opportunities and activities. 

As the proposed dredging will create a formalized navigation channel that improves recreational 
boating access, it is possible that the proposed work may actually encourage the creation of new, or 
expansion of existing, water-dependent uses where appropriate. 

9. Discuss the alternatives to the proposed project which were considered and indicate why they were 
rejected. 

In arriving at the conclusion that the proposed dredging footprint and depth is the most appropriate 
design to achieve the applicant’s goal of maintaining recreational boating access in the Black Hall 
River, several design iterations were considered.  The following is a discussion of each consideration 
and the rationale for either dismissing or accepting it. 

NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE 

The first alternative that was evaluated was a no-action alternative.  However, as sediment accretion 
continues to occur in the river, this alternative was discounted as it would not resolve the need to 
maintain adequate conditions to support recreational boating access in the Black Hall River. 

PROPOSE DREDGE DEPTH OF -3.0’ MLW 

The second consideration was to propose a channel to a depth of -3.0’ MLW (+1’ overdredge).  While 
this would improve conditions in the shallowest portions of the river, even minimal accretion would 
impair the navigability for recreational vessels, necessitating more frequent dredging events at 
considerable expense.  For these reasons, this alternative was dismissed as a viable alternative.     

PROPOSE NARROWER CHANNEL WIDTH, DREDGE TO -4.0’ MLW 

Another alternative considered was to dredge to a depth of -4.0’ MLW (+1’ overdredge) and create a 
channel with narrow widths.  This would establish an appropriate depth to facilitate access for typical 
recreational vessels and minimize the frequency of dredging events.  However, it was determined that 
a narrower footprint would create navigational concerns, especially when vessels are approaching 
from opposite directions.  As a result, it was decided that the proposed widths are the minimum 
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necessary to allay this concern and this design was removed from further consideration.   

PROPOSE CHANNEL FROM ROUTE 156 BRIDGE TO CONFLUENCE OF BLACK HALL AND BACK 
RIVERS ONLY 

The applicant also evaluated the feasibility of dredging a channel only as far south as the confluence 
of the Black Hall and Back rivers.  This would address the immediate need to dredge the areas that 
are currently the shallowest.  However, the area south of this point is subject to sudden accretion 
caused by coastal storms that may necessitate the need for expedited dredging approval.  Therefore, 
it was determined that it would be prudent to propose to extend the dredge footprint beyond this 
point and dredge the shallower areas in order to ensure that this section is eligible for future 
maintenance dredging.  Accordingly, this design was not pursued further. 

DREDGE A 6,000 LINEAR FOOT CHANNEL WITH WIDTH VARYING FROM 50’ TO 100’ TO A DEPTH OF 
-4.0’ MLW (+1’ OVERDREDGE) 

The final design consideration was to dredge a 6,000 linear foot channel that would maintain a width 
of 50’ from the Route 156 bridge to the confluence of the Black Hall and Back rivers and a width of 
100’ from that point until its waterward terminus in Long Island Sound, and dredge the channel to a 
depth of -4.0’ MLW (+1’ overdredge).  This would establish an adequate depth to facilitate recreational 
boating while creating a safe width for navigation.  As such, this is the preferred alternative. 
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Part III:  Project Information (continued) 

10. After all measures to eliminate or minimize adverse impacts have been incorporated in the proposed 
project, describe why any adverse impacts that remain should be deemed acceptable by OLISP. 

The proposed project has been designed to incorporate measures to eliminate or minimize potential 
adverse impacts.  However, not all potential impacts could be entirely eliminated.  The following is a 
list of remaining potential adverse impacts as defined by the Connecticut Coastal Management Act, 
why the impact was not eliminated, and an explanation of why the project should meet the statutory 
and regulatory standards for approval. 
 
Water Quality 
Potential impacts to water quality remain from the turbidity that will be encountered during the 
dredging operations and propeller dredging from vessels using the channel. 
 
Turbidity – It was determined that the potential for adverse impacts caused by turbidity during 
dredging is low due to the fact that the dredging will occur outside of any shellfish spawning or 
anadromous fish spawning/migration periods.  Therefore, there is only limited potential for turbidity to 
smother oyster spat or other shellfish/finfish larvae, or to interfere with the migration patterns of 
finfish. 
 
Propeller Dredging – It was determined that the potential for adverse impacts caused by propeller 
dredging is minimal at this site.  Although propeller action has the potential to suspend sediments, 
multiple empirical studies have shown that the increased turbidity is short lived.  Furthermore, the 
proposed dredge depth will ensure that there is sufficient water depth at all tides to accommodate the 
size vessels that would typically utilize the channel, which will minimize the potential for propeller 
dredging altogether.  As a result, the proposed activities will have minimal adverse impacts on water 
quality. 
 
To conclude, the project will only have the potential to introduce minimal amounts of suspended 
solids into the waterway in the form of dredging related turbidity.  According to CGS section 22a-
93(15)(A), adverse impacts to water quality are defined by significant introduction of suspended solids 
into the waterway.  As the turbidity will be short term and occur outside of environmentally sensitive 
time periods, this project should be consistent with the statutory and regulatory standards for 
approval. 

 
Essential Wildlife, Finfish or Shellfish Habitat 
Potential impacts to wildlife, finfish or shellfish habitat remain from the proposed dredging.  The 
dredging operation itself poses potential impacts to benthic habitat.   
 
The potential impacts to benthic habitat could not be entirely eliminated due to the need to conduct 
dredging within this portion of the Black Hall River.  However, benthic impacts are expected to be 
minimal due to the fact that the proposed dredging will not establish depths that will alter benthic 
temperature or sunlight penetration, which could alter the density and diversity of the existing benthic 
community. In addition, it is anticipated that the benthic organisms will fully recover within short order 
of the cessation of dredging per the findings of Dr. Pellegrino (see Attachment M).   
 
The only way to eliminate the potential impacts to benthic habitat from the proposed project would be 
to entirely disallow the dredging.  However, as the dredging supports water-dependent uses and 
improves and encourages recreational boating within the existing harbor, disallowing dredging 
entirely would be contrary to coastal management policies that encourage the facilitation of such 
activities. 
 
A correspondence has been obtained (see Attachment C) from the DEEP Wildlife Division stating that 
the Black Hall River is identified as habit for the Federal and State Threatened piping plover, State 
Threatened least tern, and State Species of Special Concern hairy-necked tiger beetle, as well as the 
Federal and State Endangered shortnose and Atlantic sturgeon, and the State Species of Special 
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Concern blueback herring.  In addition, Mark Johnson of DEEP Fisheries has informed Coastline 
Consulting & Development, LLC that there are records of anadromous alewife in the river, and that the 
deeper water in the vicinity of the Route 156 bridge is used as an overwintering area by juvenile 
striped bass.  Significant adverse impacts to these species have been avoided by eliminating any 
dredging within their nesting and feeding habitat, and by prohibiting dredging within their spawning, 
migrating, and nesting seasons (see Part III, item 4 of this document). 
 
CGS section 26-304(13) states that "Destruction or adverse modification of essential habitat means 
any activity that significantly alters, pollutes, impairs, degrades, damages, destroys or otherwise 
reduces the ability of the habitat to sustain populations of endangered or threatened species.”  By 
implementing the protective measures described above, this project should have no significant 
impacts to essential habitat and should be consistent with the statutory and regulatory standards for 
approval. 
 
 

11. a. Is any portion of the work for which authorization is being sought now complete or under construction? 

  Yes   No If No, skip to question #12. 

b. Specify what parts of the proposed work have been completed or are under construction. 

N/A 

c. Indicate when such work was undertaken or completed. Identify completed portions on the plans 
submitted. 

N/A 

d. When did you acquire interest in this property?  N/A 
 
e. Were you responsible for the unauthorized activity as a result of actions taken before the acquisition of 

the property?   Yes   No If Yes, explain. 

N/A 
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Part III:  Project Information (continued) 

f. Did you know or have reason to know of the unauthorized activity?   Yes   No If Yes, 
explain. 

N/A 

g. Is this application associated with an enforcement action pending with DEEP?   Yes   No 

If Yes, explain:  N/A 

12. Is there or will there be any federal and/or state funding of this project?   Yes   No If Yes, 
explain. 

The proposed dredging will be partly funded with monies provided by the CT DOT. 

 Check here if additional Project Information sheets are necessary, and label and attach them to this 
sheet. 

 
Part IV:  Site and Resource Information 

1. SITE NAME AND LOCATION 
 
Name of Site :  Black Hall River Navigation Channel 

Street Address or Location Description:  Black Hall River, South of Rte. 156 bridge to Griswold Point 
peninsula. 
 
City/Town: Old Lyme State: CT Zip Code:   06423 

Tax Assessor's Reference: Map 2 Block - Lot - 

Latitude and longitude of the exact location of the proposed activity in degrees, minutes, and seconds or in 

decimal degrees: Latitude: Northern Limit: 41°17’20.76” Longitude: Northern Limit: 72°18’48.27”  

                                         Southern Limit: 41°16’41.10”                    Southern Limit: 72°19’27.05  
Method of determination (check one): 

 GPS  USGS Map  Other (please specify): Google Earth 

If a USGS Map was used, provide the quadrangle name:       

2. INDIAN LANDS:  Is or will the facility be located on federally recognized Indian lands?   Yes    No 
 

3. COASTAL AREA:  Is the project site located in a municipality within the coastal area? (check town list in the 
instructions)   Yes   No 

 
4. ENDANGERED OR THREATENED SPECIES:  According to the most current "State and Federal Listed 

Species and Natural Communities Map", is the project site located within an area identified as a habitat for 
endangered, threatened or special concern species?      Yes   No Date of Map:   June 2014 
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Part IV:  Site Information (continued) 

If yes, complete and submit a Request for NDDB State Listed Species Review Form (DEEP-APP-007) to 
the address specified on the form. Please note NDDB review generally takes 4 to 6 weeks and may 
require additional documentation from the applicant. 

A copy of the completed Request for NDDB State Listed Species Review Form and the CT NDDB 
response must be submitted with this completed application as Attachment C. 

For more information visit the DEEP website at www.ct.gov/deep/nddbrequest or call the NDDB at 860-
424-3011. 

5. AQUIFER PROTECTION AREAS:  Is the site located within a mapped Level A or Level B Aquifer 
Protection Area, as defined in CGS section 22a-354a through 22a-354bb? 

  Yes   No If yes, check one:     Level A   or         Level B 

If Level A, are any of the regulated activities, as defined in RCSA section 22a-354i-1(34), conducted on 
this site?   Yes   No 

 If yes, and your business is not already registered with the Aquifer Protection Program, contact the local 
aquifer protection agent or DEEP to take appropriate actions. 

For more information on the Aquifer Protection Area Program visit the DEEP website at 
www.ct.gov/deep/aquiferprotection  or contact the program at 860-424-3020. 

 
6. SHELLFISH COMMISSION: Does your town have a shellfish commission?    Yes   No 

If yes, you must submit a completed Shellfish Commission Consultation Form (DEEP-OLISP-APP-101D) 
with this application as Attachment D. 
 

7. HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION:  Does your town have a Harbor Management Commission? 

  Yes   No   

If yes, you must submit a completed Harbor Management Commission Consultation Form (DEEP-OLISP-
APP-101E) with this application as Attachment E. 
 

8. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE/BUREAU OF AQUACULTURE:  If the subject site is located in a 
specific area as explained in Part IV, item 8 of the application instructions (DEEP-OLISP-INST-100), you 
must submit a completed Department of Agriculture/Bureau of Aquaculture Consultation Form (DEEP-
OLIS-APP-101F) as Attachment F.  

 
9. CONSERVATION OR PRESERVATION RESTRICTION:  Is the property subject to a conservation or 

preservation restriction?   Yes   No 

If yes, proof of written notice of this application to the holder of such restriction or a letter from the holder 
of such restriction verifying that this application is in compliance with the terms of the restriction, must be 
submitted as Attachment G. 
 

10. Indicate the number and date of issuance of any previous state coastal permits or certificates issued by 
DEEP authorizing work at the site and the names to whom they were issued. 
 
Permit/COP Number Date Issued Name of Permittee/Certificate Holder 

N/A 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/nddbrequest
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2685&q=322248&deepNav_GID=1654
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2685&q=322248&deepNav_GID=1654
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/aquifer_protection/tablereglanduses.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/aquifer_protection/ap_agency_directory.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/aquifer_protection/ap_agency_directory.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/deep/aquiferprotection
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Part IV:  Site Information (continued) 

11. Identify any changes in conditions of the site (including ownership, development, use, or natural 
resources) since the issuance of the most recent state permit or certificate authorizing work at the site. 

N/A 

12. a. Identify and describe the existing municipal zoning classification of the site. 
N/A: The proposed channel exists in entirely state regulated waters. 

b. Identify and describe the existing land use(s) on and adjacent to the site. 
The properties adjoining the Black Hall River in the vicinity of the proposed navigation channel 
consist of residential properties and a commercial marina north of the head of the channel. 

13. Provide the name of the waterbody at the site of proposed work:  Black Hall River  

14. Provide the elevation of the applicable regulatory limit for your project referenced to NAVD88. Refer to the 
instructions for more information. 

  Tidal Wetlands Limit =          Coastal Jurisdiction Limit = 2.6’  

15. How was the regulatory limit identified above determined? Please check one of the following: 

  DEEP-calculated elevation  

  Self-calculated elevation (If a self-calculated elevation is used, please provide the additional 
information and calculations per the instructions.) 

  Mean High Water elevation (use only if project is upstream of a tide gate, dam or weir) 
 (If a MHW elevation is used, provide a discussion of the location of the tide gate, dam or weir.) 

If other than a DEEP calculated elevation was used to calculate the CJL, please provide the additional 
information and calculations per the instructions and label and attach them as Attachment M. 

16. Provide the elevations of the mean high water and mean low water at the site and the reference datum 
used. Refer to the instructions regarding elevation datum. 

MHW = 3.0’  MLW = 0.0’  Datum = MLW  
 

 Check here If NAVD88 is not referenced, and provide an orthometric conversion table in Attachment 
M. 

 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/Permits_and_Licenses/Land_Use_Permits/Long_Island_Sound_Permits/olisp_inst.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2705&q=323582&deepNav_GID=1622
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Part V:  Supporting Documents 
The supporting documents listed below must be submitted with the application and labeled as indicated.  The 
specific information required in each attachment is described in the Instructions for Completing a Permit 
Application for Programs Administered by the Office of Long Island Sound Programs (DEEP-OLIS-INST-100).  
Check the box by the attachments listed to indicate that they have been submitted. 

 Attachment AA: a copy of the published notice of permit application, as described in the instructions, 
attached to a completed “Certification of Notice Form (DEEP-APP-005A 

 
 Attachment A: Executive Summary; summarize the information contained in the complete application 

which must include a description of the proposed regulated activities and a synopsis of 
the environmental and engineering analyses of the impact of such activities.  Include a 
list of the titles of all plans, drawings, reports, studies, appendices, or other 
documentation which are attached as part of the application. 

 
 Attachment B: If the applicant is not the owner, submit written permission from the owner as Attachment 

B. 
 

 Attachment C: Copy of the completed Request for NDDB State Listed Species Review Form (DEEP-
APP-007) and the NDDB response, if applicable. 

 
 Attachment D: Shellfish Commission Consultation Form (DEEP-OLIS-APP-101D), if applicable. 

 
 Attachment E: Harbor Management Commission Consultation Form (DEEP-OLIS-APP-101E), if 

applicable. 
 

 Attachment F: Department of Agriculture/Bureau of Aquaculture Consultation Form (DEEP-OLIS-APP-
101F), if applicable. 

 
 Attachment G: Conservation or Preservation Restriction Information, if applicable. 

 

 Attachment H: Applicant Compliance Information Form (DEEP-APP-002). 
 

 Attachment I: Provide plans of the project as Attachment I.  They must be 8 1/2" x 11" scaled plans of 
the site and proposed work, with the datum of the measurements noted, including: 

a. A Vicinity Map; 

b. A Tax Assessor’s Map showing the Map, Block and Lot #, subject property and 
immediately adjacent properties; 

c. Plan Views showing existing and proposed conditions, including vessel berthing 
arrangement, based on a site survey prepared by a licensed surveyor; and 

d. An Elevation or Cross-Section View showing existing and proposed conditions, 
including vessel berthing arrangement, based on a site survey prepared by a licensed 
surveyor. 

Please refer to Attachment I of the instructions for identification and discussion of 
required plan components. 

 
 Attachment J: Photographs showing existing conditions of the site. 

 
 Attachment K: Abutting or adjacent property owner information; including names and mailing addresses 

and names and addresses of shellfish bed owners or lessees. 
 

 Attachment L: Applicant Background Information Form (DEEP-APP-008) (if applicable). 
 

 Attachment M: Other Information: Any other information the applicant deems relevant or is required by 
DEEP. 

 
 Attachment N: US. Army Corps of Engineers Consultation Form (DEEP-OLISP-APP-101N) 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324218&deepNav_GID=1643#CertificationofNotice
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lispermitapps
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lispermitapps
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lispermitapps
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324218&deepNav_GID=1643#Compliance
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324218&deepNav_GID=1643#Background
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lispermitapps
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