ROGERS LAKE AUTHORITY

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 16, 2010
A meeting of the Rogers Lake Authority (RLA) was convened at the Rogers Lake Clubhouse at 7:30 pm on September 16, 2010.  The following members were present: Fred Holth, Chairman, Rob Roach and Elizabeth Sunshine (Secretary) of Lyme, Dick Smith and Robert Recor, of Old Lyme and approximately 6 residents.
The minutes of the June 29, 2010 meeting were reviewed and approved with a note of correction of spelling. 
The Chairman, Fred Holth, opened with the first order of business stemming from the motion of Roger Breunig from the previous meeting.  The Chairman contacted Mr. George Knoecklein with respect to  conducting a survey of Rogers Lake.  Mr. Knoecklein's initial response in July was favorable.  The Chairman requested a budget from Mr. Knoecklein.  The budget for the preliminary survey was received by the Chairman on Sept 16, 2010.  The proposal is higher than initially expected.   The proposal is in two parts; a survey of the aquatic plants in the lake their location and density, with a special attention to non-native invasive species proposed at a cost of $2,240.00.  The second part includes a brief summary report to be prepared with at least one map.  The report will also discuss the methods of weed control that appear to be best suited for Rogers Lake. The report proposal estimate was for $2,800.00.   The entire survey and report proposal totaling $5,040.00.

The Chairman suggested moving forward with at least the first portion of the proposal which included a current status survey of the lake.  Discussion followed with a general consensus of a need for the full survey as well as the report and maps.
A motion was made by Dick Smith and seconded by Rob Roach to move forward with petitioning the Towns financial boards for the $5,040.00 in funds to contract George Knoecklein to do an immediate study of Rogers Lake and produce a summary report of his findings.  The vote was unanimous in favor. 

There was discussion regarding funding sources, grants, matching funds, taxes, state funds, town monies etc. that may be available to fight the weed problem.

There was discussion regarding to previous discussion of the proposed use of chemicals and the overwhelming residential majority vote against its use in the lake. There were strong opinions in opposition to any kind herbicide use in the lake and counterpoint arguments with requests for education and presentation of facts for the pros and cons of any proposed method of weed control.  It was said that decisions of this magnitude should be based in fact not fear.  
The Chairman announced the resignation of one of our long term members of the board, Rob Roach.  Much thanks to Rob for his years of service to the board. He will be missed.
The Chairman spoke of two lawsuits that were recently launched naming two lake authorities, the individual members of the lake authorities, and the towns as defendants.  Both lawsuits are based around insufficient of supervision of their lake.  The concern arises because of the lack of availability of Police Patrols on the Rogers Lake.  A discussion followed on possibilities for increasing patrols or training a dedicated lake officer.
It was recommended that the lake association groups (West Shore, Becket Hill, Oak Tree Lane and Sandy Beach) have meetings regarding care and health of the lake and bring back to the RLA their ideas so that more can be accomplished in small neighborhood work groups.  Thus creating a swell of support, interest and most importantly a public sentiment for the need for funding to raise awareness of the health of the lake. 
The Chairman discussed planning and zoning buffer strips around the lake and the appropriate forms of plantings within specific distances from the lake designed to prevent deciduous material; such as fall leaves and grass clippings from entering the lake.
The meeting was adjourned, ending at approximately 9:10 P.M.

Respectfully submitted
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Elizabeth Sunshine

Secretary for RLA

