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Old Lyme Area Cable Advisory Council

January 14, 2016
Salem Town Offices, Salem
Minutes
Present: Chair Peter Sielman (Salem), Pam Munro (Salem BOE), Cathy Frank (Old Lyme), Russ Gomes(State Advisory Council rep); Comcast representative John Bairos, Public Access Coordinator Lynn Perry

Absent, Excused: Gary Mezzi (East Haddam BOE) and Ernie Malavesi (East Haddam)

Absent without notice: Brian Bowes(Lyme), Michael Gilroy (East Haddam, Public Libraries rep), Tim Devlin (Old Lyme)  
Call to Order 

Chairman Peter Sielman called the meeting to order at 7:34pm.
Approval of Minutes
October 2015
Motion made by Pam Munro, seconded by Russ Gomes, to approve the minutes of the October meeting. Motion passed.
  

Treasurer’s Report
Cathy Frank reported a balance in both accounts (money market and checking) of $15,93320.

Statewide Video Council Report
Russ Gomes distributed a packet of information from the State Advisory Council which met on December 9, 2015. He reported that State Senator Paul Formica is a member of the Senate Technology Committee and may pursue a reinstatement of PEGPETIA grant funding by the State. 
There is a new contact for Frontier Communications: Michael J. Ciccheti, Director, Government and External Affairs, 203 772 6191; cell 203 584 3104; Michael.cicchetti@ftr.com.  Members noted his contact information may be useful for Emergency Management teams in the towns.
Russ asked that members email him with any questions (russgo2280@aol.com)

Comcast Report
John Bairos hand delivered a check for $2,000 from Comcast to the Council. Cathy will deposit in Council account.
John reported that Comcast will be hiring 200 new employees statewide over the next year. Most will work in customer service and technical operations.

He distributed price changes effective December 20, 2015, pointing out that the monthly fee for basic service ($22.40) has not increased.

Public Access Report

Lynn Perry announced that the Public Access Studio has a new green screen, a new editing system (upgraded premier pro), and a new digital camera. A new monitor is anticipated.
Lynn demonstrated how she is using Twitter (@accesstvolLynn) to promote public access.

She also did a live demo of Periscope, Twitter’s instant, live video platform. Members thought

Periscope could be a useful tool in municipal government.
 

Old Business
· Scholarship videos
Members discussed contacting previous scholarship winners and asking them to submit videos (perhaps using Periscope), or participating in an interview long distance (via FaceTime) or in the Public Access studio.
· Salem Historical Society videos
Pam said the Society has several videos of programs that she would like to see converted and edited for Public Access broadcast. She will continue to pursue this.
New Business
· Proposal for Advisory Council Grant to Senior Centers
Cathy submitted a proposal prior to the meeting about the Council providing funds for video equipment to Senior Center(s) serving the Council towns. The purpose will be to record
Center programming for Public Access. Lynn Perry will provide public access training at the Senior Center, and can provide more advanced training at the Studio if anyone is interested.

Peter suggested setting up a pilot program for the Lymes’ Senior Center, which serves two of the Council towns. If successful, the program can be expanded and offered to other Council area Senior Centers. The pilot program would provide a camera, tripod and DVD converter.

A motion was made by Pam, seconded by Peter, to spend up to $1,000 to compile a package for a pilot program to record senior programs for public access at the Lymes’ Senior Center. Motion passed.

Cathy & Lynn will work with the Lymes’ Senior Center Director to implement the program.
Public Comment 
None

Adjournment
Motion by Cathy to adjourn at 8:19pm.
Submitted by

Cathy Frank

1/15/16
2016 Meeting Schedule

Wednesday, April 13 (East Haddam at Hale-Ray High School) 7:30pm
Thursday, July 14 (Old Lyme Town Hall) 7:30pm
Thursday, October 13 (Lyme tba) 7:30pm
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