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Introduction

Handmade and Homegrown in Old Lyme

The Old Lyme Ice Cream Shoppe was the inspiration for this year’s theme. Located as it is at 
a three-way stop on a street where vehicles travel slowly anyway and foot-traffic abounds, it’s 
hard to miss. Our daughter, Lauren, is credited with  the idea. We know they make their own 

“regular” ice cream and a second, beer-based type besides. Hallmarks has a reputation for making ice 
cream in Old Lyme that has lived on for over fifty years. Further  up Lyme Street is Patricia Spratt for 
the Homeome, creator  of  table linens, curtains, and other  fine home fashions. How many others 
create products in town?

Could the sky be the limit? I thought not and set about establishing them. Fine arts and the 
written  word would be out; in this artsy town, that is vast enough  a field for a theme of its own  in 
the future. Also not considered are restaurants, even though they create meals, and maybe some items 
like salad dressings available for sale. I had to draw the line somewhere: “restaurants” producing hand-
made ice creams are it.

Jason and Eileen Conroy have been owner of the Old Lyme Ice Cream Shoppe for thirteen 
months, but Eileen was born into an ice-cream family; her father owned an ice-cream shop for twenty-
five years. Jason was familiar with Old Lyme; his family summered at Point O’ Woods. He says, “I 
personally feel the town is very encouraging to small businesses, ‘Mom and Pop stores.’ Both the  town 
itself and  vendors are encouraging to  family-owned and -run businesses as opposed  to  larger stores.” 
The building itself has a long history on Lyme Street; it has been a filling station, an Oldsmobile 
dealership, an artist’s studio, a furniture store. As well as the ice cream menu, there is a deli, and 
Conroys  have plans to expand  the menu. The soups are homemade from family recipes (she explains 
that she could never give out a “soup recipe” because sometimes it’s a conglomerations of four recipes 
stapled together!), and customers sometimes contribute recipes, too. The Brewer’s Cow, a separate 
entity producing up to seven flavors of  ice creams that contain beer, was invented by previous owner 
Steve Albert, who is still a partner with Jason and third partner Larry Blackwell. While these flavors 
are made daily in the  summer, they are labor intensive and only made once weekly in the winter.

The shop has two ice-cream machines, one that produces one bucket of ice cream per batch 
and another that produces two, but this machine is used less frequently. The mixing process takes 
approximately eight minutes. At this point it will have the consistency of  soft-serve ice cream; this is 
the time that any hard additions—like nuts or  chocolate chips—are stirred in with  a wooden paddle. 
It’s then covered with wax paper. From there it  goes into  a blast freezer, where it freezes overnight. 
Steve Albert taught Jason all this.

Because the Conroys live on the premises, this ice cream is “the only truly homemade ice cream 
in Connecticut. Eileen says, “We have become part of then nicest community, both professionally 
and personally. I like to think that customers are not coming into a BUSINESS but coming into our 
HOME. When my mother was here over Halloween, she couldn’t get over how many customers came 
in and  asked for them by name,” with children eager to show off their costumes to their friends. While 
the store is dog-friendly and offers doggie treats, there  is no dog ice cream. The Conroys themselves 
have two goldens.

The Conroys, in  turn, are  eager to give back to  this welcoming community. They have  been 
involved with Caroline’ sMiracle Foundation, Lymes’ Youth Service Bureau, High Hopes, the Florence 
Griswold Museum, and Lyme-Old Lyme High  School. 

Just a little further up the street, the building at 60 Lyme Street dates back to the 1700s and is 
one of the first buildings on the street. It has been a Masonic Lodge, coal company, general store, and  
one of the original fine antique shops in Old Lyme  and is now Patricia Spratt for the Home, creator 
of fine home fashions such as table linens, bedding, pillows, curtains, and rugs. Spratt, a graduate 
of Parsons School of Design, appreciates that the sense of history of this building on this street is 
amazing. She is operating “a traditional business in a traditional town,” a profession that has been 
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Introduction (continued)

around for hundreds of years, and she “swears late at night that the past echoes in the building, in the  
hum of the machines and the  creak of the floors.”

Having worked on 7th Avenue for sixteen years, Spratt has operated this company for twelve years. 
Her customers are retailers; she sells her products to shop owners at trade shows, such as those in New 
York City and Atlanta; at sales showrooms across  the country; and through  traveling salespeople. 
While she also produces two largely new catalogues per year, TOUCHING materials cannot translate 
to a photo in a catalogue or on a Web site, but she maintains a site  and e-mails photos to help meet the 
changing needs of commerce. The items she creates can change the whole look of a store – “make it 
sparkle” – more easily than any other product for that level of investment. She offers “on-time delivery 
for the most fashion-forward products.”  Although custom work is produced right there on Lyme 
Street on industrial machines, most items are produced at two Connecticut contractors’ factories 
funneled THROUGH Lyme Street to make sure everything is inspected and properly pressed; not 
everything passes. There are  from three to five employees. Whenever possible, all mills used are in 
the United States, but over half of the American mills have closed in the last twelve years so she tries 
to use American-OWNED mills; while  the raw product may be from another country, the material 
is printed here.

Patricia Spratt for the Home is NOT a retail outlet, being open to the public only twice a year – 
during Midsummer Festival in July and on the first weekend of the  December holiday season. The 
fact that retailers always ask her, “What’s NEW?” and the space limitations of the building dictate 
inventory size, forcing  her  to keep it small enough to be manageable.  These two warehouse sales 
offer below-wholesale prices but only offer irregular items, those with slight imperfections, and 
discontinued styles from lines that  retailers will no  longer  be  carrying; in this way, she supports her 
retailers as they support her. 

Located in the shopping center at 86 Halls Road is Marc Jewelers, owned by jeweler Neil Gottfried 
and his wife, Marilyn White-Gottfried. While a storefront as lavish as this might not bring to mind 
“handmade and homegrown,” one of the store’s mottos holds a clue: “Old Lyme Has Its Own Charm.” 
Gottfried formerly  had a series of  three jewelry stores in  the Hartford area before coming  to this 
area  full time about nine years ago to own and  operate  this  single  store and “try to put as  much 
in it as possible.” 

The idea of a charm wasn’t immediate. Says Gottfried,  “This town is unique in some of its needs 
for many reasons; many people here do very interesting things and asked me to create  things related 
to Old Lyme and Lyme.” He wanted to make something descriptive of gold or silver, then add a stone. 
His store is set up to  allow him to do custom work.

“People are looking for something. I’m always interested in what they’re looking for.”
Moving toward the beach on an ice-cream-comparison mission in summer, you come to  Hallmark 

Drive-In, now owned by Gary and Peggy Legein. The local  landmark celebrated its one-hundredth 
anniversary in 2009,  and there’s STILL a celebratory atmosphere there all summer long, with a DJ 
every Sunday night and a clown  every Friday night, with balloons  and face-painting  besides. 

Gary Legein comes  by his  ice-cream skills naturally. Maybe even hereditarily. (Yes, it’s a word.) 
His great-grandfather was in the ice-cream business in Springfield, Massachusetts in the late 1800s,  
where  he ran  a catering business. But this was forced to its end in the 1940s; Sealtest and  Hood put 
them out of business because  they were able to offer their customers free freezers! The Legein family 
had a cottage here in Old Lyme when Hallmark went up for  sale; his three sons and daughter, as 
well as a twelve-year-old granddaughter, are involved now in the  business as well. This site even has a 
history of producing sweet confections,  for it was at one time the Shady Maple Soda Shop.

Gary makes ice cream every weekday during the summer – he can make twelve gallons in about 
thirty minutes, which he  then freezes for twenty-four hours at twenty degrees below zero.

Hallmark is always experimenting with different flavors, two of their newest and most popular 
being  Acai Berry Blast  and S’mores, developed by the Legeins’ daughter, Jessica. 
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Just a proverbial stone’s throw from Hallmark Drive-In at 3 Old Shore road is Judge’s Farm 
Nursery. Here brothers Martin Griswold and Matthew Griswold XI have been growing perennials for 
wholesale for about twelve years, following about seven years of growing Christmas trees, a venture 
they enjoyed but gave up  because trees take seven or eight years to grow to  maturation so the rotation 
is too  long and each tree requires a space of about  five feet by five feet. Martin appreciates how 
fortunate they are to live and work on what has been family land for generations. His house was built 
by Connecticut Supreme Court Justice Matthew Griswold VI or VII in 1798, and their sister’s house 
is between them. He can see these fields from his front door and rides a bicycle to the office.              

Matthew attended University of Vermont to study small business management and environmental 
studies, while Matt studied English History and environmental studies. They started the perennial 
adventure in 1998 with about  1,000 plants from grower John Casertano in the barnyard. They didn’t 
do any test marketing but started local with a bread-van full of perennials going to farmers’ markets 
in Stonington, Mystic,  Watch Hill, UConn. Westbrook, Smith Acres in Niantic, one near the former 
Shoreline Coffee Roasters. Now they pack about a thousand pounds of plants in each truck on wheeled 
carts, carefully arranged on trucks. Wholesale has been better for them than retail; they sold to local 
garden centers within a thirty-mike radius. Now they go  as far away as the Cape, southern Vermont, 
Boston, Western  Massachusetts, and the Hudson Valley. 

On their property are a series of seven “hoop houses” or “grow houses” kept heated to thirty-two 
degrees where they “overwinter” tender plants, like lavender. Other plants, like grasses, prefer to grow 
outside; these are covered with fifteen foot by 300 foot felt blankets. Green firewood is laid on top 
of them and then burned for heat, thus serving two purposes. The hoop houses are heated with oil. 
They get 85 percent of their electricity needs from solar panels, selling what they produce but don’t 
use back to CL&P. They have been fortunate to get three major grants from the State Department of 
Agriculture, the Federal Department of Agriculture, and the IRS. 

In the summer they are able to use 100 percent biofuel in  their trucks and tractors, a byproduct 
of soy and vegetable oil. No conversion is necessary; it’s able to go right into the diesel engines on the 
farm.

The Griswold brothers find this to be a friendly business where growers share tips with each other, 
and the community is supportive of them as well. “It’s mayhem from mid April through  July,” when 
they do 80 percent of their business. During the busy season they have seventeen employees, with 
seven off-season.

Another farm in town, but this one selling beef and eggs, is Four Mile River Farm, owned 
and operated by Nunzio and Irene Corsino since 1985.  They sell MOST of their beef outside Old 
Lyme—Wesleyan, Conn College, and Fiddleheads among their customers, and his meat is featured at 
Craftsteak at Mohegan Sun. During the pasture season they keep ten to twelve steer in the Old Lyme 
pasture at Marsh’s Pioneer Farm,  but the majority of fifty to sixty steer are at Ashlawn Farms in Lyme, 
where they remain for one year. The steers are taken away to be slaughtered at a USDA facility but 
are processed here: They hang to dry-age for six weeks, causing them to lose a lot but resulting in the 
best meat. There is walk-in storage, a band saw, meat grinders, a vacuum-pack machine, and a blast 
freezer. The Corsinos keep about sixty hens for eggs. There has been a farm stand here for the past 
ten years, a small room that’s open twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, with all sales done on 
the honor system; here patrons can buy steaks, all cuts of beef, kilbasa, and  eggs at three dollars per 
dozen. Smoking is done at Noank’s in Meriden.

The barn at the upper end of Sill Lane, at 120 Boston Post Road, is the shop of James T. Bolles, 
who creates “custom period cabinetry” with “timeless designs, meticulous details, signature hand-
planed surfaces,” and “the finest of finishes.” His family owns Saybrook CountryBarn; his work  can  
be seen there. Bolles’s father and grandfather were  carpenters -- his father  was a carpenter at  Wesleyan 
University, with twenty-five  carpenters  under him -- and he worked in a Saybrook cabinet shop for  a 
few years, but he considers  himself largelyself taught.

Introduction (continued)
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Out-of-the-ordinary woods – cherry, and tiger maple -- and moldings characterize these exquisite 
pieces. One molding in particular is called the Selden Mold, taken from a house about 250 years old 
on Selden Island. Bolles and his assistant Chris Wojcik of Higganum use moldings  that  can’t be found 
anywhere else. And there are woods and finishes like “antique wormy  chestnut” and “black crackle 
butternut.” There is tiger maple hand-scraped with a cabinet scraper to give it an old look. Drawers 
have hand-cut dovetails.

By the end of January 2011 there will be a James Bolles Bench in the Memorial town  Hall as a 
tribute to Dee Clinton.

Don Bureau creates Bureau Kettle Corn on Rowland Road, from a sugar house he built in the 
summer of 1992 in  time to be ready  for the February 1993 sugaring season. He had grown up with 
one in the Adirondacks, where he grew up and also went to school. His wife, Patricia, is a native 
Vermonter and has experience sugaring there, where they met in 1981. They first saw kettlecorn in 
October of 1999 at a Glastonbury Apple Festival; Don was fascinated by it and bought a kettle the 
following December.

This isn’t his full-time job; he’s still Supervisor of Building for Gilbane Building Company of 
Providence.

Bureau was impressed by the Chamber of Commerce and joined a few years ago. They’re pro 
business and he’s glad he joined. “They were impressed with us because we help the nonprofits. It’s 
good businesswise and makes us feel good.”

In the spring of 1992, Brian Strizzi and Mark Yuknat were making syrup in Old Lyme. Bureau 
hadn’t realized that sugar trees went this far south. There are over 300 members of the Maple Syrup 
Producers Association of Connecticut.  Kettle corn got big. It takes a lot of time. He sells it in a couple 
dozen stores, such as Bowerbird and Coffee’s Country Market; a lot of it is seasonal and most is in the 
fall. Syrup sales are often by word of mouth. 

There are a lot of homey statistics in the industry! It takes forty gallons of sap to produce one 
gallon of syrup. The sap evaporator can boil down about fifty gallons of sap per hour, so it can make 
about one gallon of syrup per our. One cord of wood can produce about twenty-five gallons of syrup. 
One tree in a season can produce about one quart of syrup. 

Last season was the worst they’ve had in eighteen years.
 Upper Pond Farm is a small, neat little operation tucked back from the road at 102 Sill Lane. 

There Bill De Jonge raises about twenty head of Polypay sheep in as natural a manner as possible. “All 
they eat is grass and hay,” he explains. “I’m raising them for meat and not a 4H project.” 

 The property had been a hay field farmed by Jack Tiffany when De Jonge moved here from 
Maine and bought it, but he wanted to do SOMETHING other than watch the hay grow. “I’d always 
had an urge to farm, not for nostalgia sake, but the author E.B. White had kept animals in Maine, 
wrote about it and I thought that sounded like fun; they’re also very pretty to look at.” And he finds 
it’s relatively easy. (He said this as we stood outside on a frigid, windy December day.) 

 Bill has no plans for expansion beyond the ten-and-a-half acres he currently farms—he thinks 
of this as a hobby, not a business. He raises the sheep without hormones or antibiotics, sells the 
lambs at about ten months of age and has the meat butchered for private individuals. He also sells 
the wool to local customers and at the Connecticut Sheep & Wool Festival, which is sponsored by 
The Connecticut Sheep Breeders Association every April. A commercial mill is also interested in his 
wool. The farm now is only in its second year; next year he hopes to have over 30 lambs to market. He 
cannot sell to retail outlets without his facility being USDA approved, and that would raise the cost 
and surpass the “hobby” status.

  
   

Introduction (continued)
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Selectman’s Report
Tim Griswold
First Selectman

At the Annual Town Meeting on January 25, 
the Board of Selectmen named Kenneth Kitchings 
as the Citizen of the Year for 2009. Three words 
describe Ken’s involvement in our community: 
Entertainment, Education, and Enrichment. 
Ken and his wife, Chris, have lived in Old Lyme 
for the past thirty-two years. He served on the 
board of the Lymes Youth Service Bureau for 
twelve years and was its chairman during the 
time when the Mimi’s Place addition was built. 
Ken serves on the board of High Hopes and was 
the force behind the “Hoedown” fundraising 
event. He has been an enthusiastic member of the 
Lyme/Old Lyme Lions Club, serving in several 
capacities, including its president. Ken’s gift of 
gab as the emcee of the Lions Memorial Day Car 
Show helped make that event such a success. He 
has been extremely generous to numerous local 
organizations by donating cases of Coca Cola 
products to their fundraisers….but don’t let him 
see you serving Pepsi! Ken was instrumental 
in creating the Lyme/Old Lyme Educational 
Foundation, which awards grants to local 
educational partnerships between students and 
community members. We salute Ken Kitchings 
as our Citizen of the Year for 2009.

During fiscal year 2010, the town completed 
its interim revaluation in order to adjust the 
Grand List as of November 2009. The process 
started in April 2009 with representatives of 
Vision Appraisal Technology, Inc. performing 
a statistical revaluation, meaning they adjusted 
property values based on changes over the last 
five years using recent sales information and 
neighborhood trends to calculate the current 
values. Property owners could meet with Vision 
representatives to discuss their new values, and 
256 owners did so. If an owner disagreed with 
the value, he or she could meet with the Board 
of Assessment Appeals, which about 125 owners 
did. The final appeal would be to the court 
system; five owners have done this. In the end, 
the Grand List increased $86.5 million -- or 6 
percent -- over the five years.

The town budget for fiscal year ending 30 
June 2011 will be $31,101,043, an increase 
$54,599, or 0.18 percent. The spending on 
town services will actually decrease $112,156 
-- or  -0.74 percent -- and our portion of the 

school budget will increase $166,755, or 1.32 
percent. Due to the five-year revaluation and 
a modest budget increase, the town’s mill rate 
will decrease from 19.5 mills to 18.5 mills, a 
4.6-percent decrease.

The voters approved an appropriation of 
$675,000 to construct the Bus Barn Facility 
on Four Mile River Lane, next to our transfer 
station. This was the result of over five years 
of negotiation with the school board, but it is 
now complete and it will be operational when 
school starts next fall. The facility consists of a 
large parking area that will accommodate about 
thirty buses or vans and twenty-seven employee 
vehicles. There is extensive underground 
drainage to catch any oil spills and to protect 
the wetlands from storm-water runoff. There 
is a 1,100-square-foot dispatch/office building 
and a 4,000-gallon fuel tank. The entire area is 
fenced, and it has a separate entrance on Four 
Mile River Road. The school selected M&J Bus, 
Inc. as its bus contractor. M&J will pay the town 
$50,000 per year for the five-year contract, and 
these funds will be used to maintain the facility 
and repay the construction costs. Our thanks to 
Chairman Bob Dunn and the other members of 
the Building Committee; to John Flower, our 
Clerk of the Works; and to Machnik Brothers, 
Inc., with its three generations of Machniks – 
Leon, Todd, and Tom -- for building this great 
facility and coming in under budget by about 
$25,000.

It took about seventeen years to build 
consensus and obtain voter approval for the 
Church Corner project, and the construction 
has taken longer than we expected. There were 
numerous problems because of the above- and 
below-ground utilities, the poor soils in the 
road bed, and a very flat grade. We were able 
to complete the paving, most of the granite 
curbing, and the concrete sidewalks before the 
cold weather set in, although we were not able to 
complete the bluestone sidewalks, six bituminous 
aprons, and two sections of granite curbing. 
The project came to a halt due to disputes with 
our project engineer and the contractor. These 
disputes have been resolved, and we are hopeful 
that all remaining work will be completed before 
the 100-year anniversary of the Congregational 
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Church on 19 September 2010.
The town hall renovation has been working 

out very well for the public, the staff, and the 
board and commission members. The meeting 
hall can accommodate over 100 people, and there 
are three other conference rooms for meetings. 
There are still some lingering, unfinished items 
that were not completed by our contractor; we are 
working to complete them, using funds withheld 
from the contractor. In October of 2009, we 
refinanced the short-term debt of $4.2 million 
over fifteen years at an average rate of 2.71 
percent. This excellent result was because rates 
were low and because the town’s credit rating 
was upgraded from AA to AA+ by Standard & 
Poors. This is just one notch below AAA. The 
installation of the photovoltaic system (solar 
panels) has been completed and we are just about 
to turn it on. We were told it might produce about 
20 percent of our electricity needs, and we thank 
Zelek Electric for making this happen. Speaking 
of renovations, we have completed upgrading the 
Public Works Garage off of Hatchetts Hill Road. 
The project involved replacing the metal skin 
of the building (roof and siding), replacing the 
heating system, and adding a new generator. The 
last piece is to install a truck wash bay; we are 
evaluating options before we commit to a plan.

The Land Use Department has mailed a 
property registration application and a computer 
disc containing all information on file in the 
Land Use files to all owners of property located 
in the Residential District 10 (R-10 or quarter-
acre or less size lots). If an owner wants his/
her property to be classified as year-round, he/
she must return the application and supporting 
information to show that property was used on 
a year-round basis as of 1999. Land Use staff 
will evaluate the applications and respond to the 
applicant within twelve months with a decision. 
If the property is deemed year-round, the owner 
must still comply with the building and health 
codes before year-round occupancy may occur. 
If the Land Use Department rules the property 
is seasonal and the owner disagrees, the owner 
may appeal the decision to the Zoning Board 
of Appeals. If the ZBA rules the property is 
seasonal, the owner may appeal that decision 
to a court. The purpose of the registration is 

to require all R-10 property owners, even those 
who are now year-round, to follow a process that 
treats everyone the same. If an owner does not 
wish to be considered year-round, he/she may 
state that and end the process.

In addition to regular road maintenance, we 
are working on some special road projects. The 
six-foot culvert pipe under McCurdy Road at the 
Duck River needs to be repaired. It has been a 
problem for some time, and our engineer has 
recommended we insert a liner pipe inside the 
existing concrete pipe rather than replacing the 
culvert. This process will be much less expensive 
and will cause less impact to the tidal wetlands. 
This involves a lot of engineering due to the 
involvement of the DEP but, once approved, the 
repair should not take much time. We expect the 
actual repair will occur in the summer of 2011. 
We also reconstructed Lieutenant River Lane 
and Academy Lane, which were in very bad shape 
and had drainage problems. At town meetings, 
the voters voted to accept Briar Hill Road and 
Olivia Lane as town roads. There are two other 
roads that may come before town meetings 
for acceptance, but the process is difficult and 
everything must be in order before a vote can 
be taken. Ed Adanti and the Public Works staff 
continue to work hard to maintain our roads and 
town-owned property, and we thank them for 
their efforts.

Fiscal 2010 was the year of cell tower 
applications. First, SBA Towers II, LLC sought 
to build a 170-foot tower on town property 
next to the Cross Lane Firehouse. The company 
was willing to pay the town $1,400 per month 
and pay for our emergency management 
communications equipment to be on top of the 
tower. It was necessary to gain town meeting 
approval to lease SBA a seventy-five-square-foot 
parcel for the tower,  but the motion did not 
pass because some voters were concerned that 
the tower would be about 800 feet away from 
the Mile Creek School. Following the no vote, 
SBA withdrew its proposal. The second proposal 
is from T-Mobile, which plans to construct three 
towers along the Amtrak corridor: one off of 
Buttonball Road on Ron Swaney’s property, 
another off of Route 156 on the self-storage 
facility behind South Shore Landing, and the 

Selectman’s Report (continued)
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third near the laundromat next to the entrance 
to Point O’Woods. Ironically, the tower at the 
self-storage facility is about 1,000 feet from the 
school, but this has not been an issue. The real 
issue is the one near Point O’Woods, which 
some claim will be an eyesore. The principal 
focus of the T-Mobile tower placement is to 
provide service to Amtrak and, secondly, to 
provide good cell reception in the beach area. 
At this point, ATT and Verizon are interested in 
the self-storage tower while there is no interest 
in the Buttonball tower, and the Point O’Woods 
tower will only accommodate T-Mobile. In the 
end, the Connecticut Siting Council will decide 
the matter. We can only hope that, if these 
three towers are approved, cell reception will be 
improved south of Route 156.

We have moved to single-stream recycling, 
meaning that residents may commingle all 
recycled materials together rather than separate 
them. While this has had a positive impact 
on the recycling volume, we plan to move to 
automated single-stream recycling. People will 
still commingle their recycled items (including 
plastics #1 to #7), but the town will issue each 
residence a new 95-gallon recycling cart (probably 
green versus the blue garbage cart), and people 
will bring the new cart to the curb every other 
week rather than weekly. A contractor, yet to be 
selected, will pick up the recycling cart using an 
automated truck, similar to the garbage trucks 
presently in use. We are confident this will make 
recycling easier for all and make the collection 
process more efficient and less costly. We plan to 
begin the new service in April or May of 2011, 
and you will be advised on the details when the 
information is available.

Effective January 2011, our Probate Court 
will be relocated to a building next to the East 
Lyme Town Hall. This is because the State of 
Connecticut consolidated the 117 local courts 
into 54 regional courts in order to save money. 
The Niantic court will service the towns of East 
Lyme, Montville, Old Lyme, and Salem. The 
other choice Old Lyme had was to join a nine-
member district based in Old Saybrook, but 
we believe a group of four towns will receive 
better service than a group of nine or ten. Our 
Probate Judge, Sylvia Peterson, has decided not 
to run for the regional judge position, but the 

two candidates running have said they will have 
regular office hours in the Old Lyme Town 
Hall.

The Board of Selectmen has been working 
on drafting two ordinances, one to create an 
Open Space Commission and the other to create 
a Sound View Commission. Because we have 
been successful at preserving over 1,000 acres of 
open space and placing conservation easements 
on another 250 acres, the town has a fiduciary 
responsibility to manage these assets properly. 
In addition, a number of hiking trails have been 
created that need to be managed and maintained. 
The proposed commission will still interface 
with other land-use boards and commissions, 
but the consensus is to elevate the Open Space 
Committee to become a commission. For nearly 
two years, the Sound View Beach Formation 
Committee, under the leadership of Frank 
Pappalardo, has been researching how other 
communities handle beach-related issues and has 
drafted a mission statement for a Sound View 
Beach Commission. While this commission 
would not regulate, it would research and make 
recommendations to other town agencies on how 
to improve the Sound View area. We expect final 
recommendations by the end of 2010.

Because we will be renovating the high 
school in the near future, the question of waiving 
the building permit fees was raised. When four of 
the school buildings were renovated about eight 
years ago, both Lyme and Old Lyme decided to 
waive the building fees. The $48 million high 
school project will actually be 41 percent larger 
than the $34 million project was to renovate the 
four buildings, and some were concerned that 
the Old Lyme officials will have a huge amount 
of work in addition to their normal work. In 
the end, it was voted at town meeting to waive 
all town fees for any municipal (Town of Old 
Lyme or joint with Lyme) project and to waive 
all building permit fees (Town of Old Lyme 
portion) on any school project in Old Lyme. Old 
Lyme may collect other fees that are not building 
permit fees.

The Town of Old Lyme and the Police 
Union agreed upon the terms of a new five-
year contract, until June 2014. It provides for 
2.0-percent raises during the first four years 
and a 3.0-percent increase in the fifth year. The 

Selectman’s Report (continued)
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union members will pay a higher portion of the 
health insurance premium and will pay higher 
fees for office visits and the like. We have decided 
to reduce the number of Resident State Troopers 
from two to one and add another police officer. 
Thus, we have one trooper and six officers for a 
total of seven, which is one less than before. We 
also have two part-time officers who can fill in or 
augment when necessary.

On March 29 and 30, the town suffered 
a significant rain event that caused flooding 
throughout town. Under the direction of 
Emergency Management Director Dave 
Roberge, our emergency responders, police, 
Public Works staff, and others worked tirelessly 
to help residents cope with the damage. Over 

Selectman’s Report (continued)

380 calls for assistance were received and over 
230 basements were pumped out. It took a while 
for things to return to normal, and we thank all 
who helped their neighbors.

Last, but not least, we thank Irene Carnell 
for her thirty-two years of service to the town 
in the Town Clerk’s office; Martha Rumskas for 
her twenty-one years of service as our Animal 
Control Officer; and Resident State Trooper 
Chris Olsen, who served for several years as the 
District 18 School Resource Officer and two 
years as our Resident State Trooper. We welcome 
Sandy Bannon-Rankin as our new Animal 
Control Officer, Martin Lane as our new Police 
Officer, and Bill Flanagan as our new part-time 
Police Officer. 
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Election Results – November 3, 2009

First Selectman
Republican - Timothy C. Griswold 1,348 *

Selectman
Republican - Arthur E. Sibley, Jr., 1,030 *
Democrat - Bonnie A. Reemsnyder, 938

Town Clerk
Republican - Eileen K. Coffee, 1,173 *

Democrat - Eileen K. Coffee, 745

Board of Finance 
(Any Two)

Republican - Andrew L. Russell, 1,257 *
Democrat - David B. Woolley, 1,015 *

Board of Finance 
(To Fill Vacancy)

Republican - Janet G. Sturges, 1,405 *

Board of Finance Alternates 
(Any Three)

Republican - J. David Kelsey, 1,136 *
Republican - Judith A. Read, 1,160 *

Democrat - Anne M. Coburn, 955
Democrat - Maggie C. Ward, 977 *

Board of Assessment Appeals
Republican - Robert W. Dunn, 1,341*

Planning Commission 
(5 Yrs. 2009)

Republican - Steven A. Ross, 1,014 *
Democrat - Joan L. Bozek, 864

Planning Commission 
(5 Yrs. 2010)

Republican - Harold Lee Thompson, 1,337 *

Zoning Commission (5 Yrs. 2009)
Republican - Thomas C. Risom, 1,374 *

Zoning Commission 
(5 Yrs. 2010)

Democrat - Jane E. Cable, 1,232 *

Zoning Board of Appeals 
(5 Yrs. 2009)

Republican - Richard A. Moll, 1,325 *

Zoning Board of Appeals 
(5 Yrs. 2010)

Democrat - Joseph O. St. Germain, 222 *

Zoning Board of Appeals Alternates 
(Any Three)

Republican - Marilyn S. Ossmann, 1,199 *
Republican - Frances C. Sadowski, 1,260 *
Democrat - Joseph O. St. Germain, 1,089 *

Regional Board of Education
(Any Four)

Republican - Steven Joseph Cinami, 1,035 *
Republican - Russ Andrew Gomes, Jr., 1,081 *

Republican - Victoria K. Lanier, 1,087 *
Republican - Allison Gerber Hine, 1,075 *

Democrat - Nanette Marie Salvino, 917
Democrat - Diane York Linderman, 926
Democrat - Arnold Paul Fuchs, Jr.. 856

Democrat, Allison Gerber Hine, 801
 

(* - Indicates elected)
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Elected Officials
Term Expires

First Selectman, Timothy C. Griswold (R) .........................................................................Nov. 2011
Selectman, Skip Sibley (R) .................................................................................................Nov. 2011
Selectwoman, Bonnie A. Reemsnyder (D) ..........................................................................Nov. 2011
Town Clerk, Eileen Coffee (R)............................................................................................ Jan. 2014
Town Treasurer, John Bysko (R) ........................................................................................Nov. 2011
Tax Collector, Judith Tooker (R) .......................................................................................Nov. 2011

Board of Finance
Andrew L. Russell, Chairman (R) .................................................................................Nov. 2015
Janet Sturges (R) ...........................................................................................................Nov. 2013
Christopher W. Kerr (R) ................................................................................................Nov. 2013
David Woolley (D) ........................................................................................................Nov. 2015
Wayne E. Devoe (D) .....................................................................................................Nov. 2011
H. Perry Garvin III (R) .................................................................................................Nov. 2011

Board of Finance Alternates
Judith Read (R)  ............................................................................................................Nov. 2011
J. David Kelsey (R) ........................................................................................................Nov. 2011
Maggie Ward (D) ..........................................................................................................Nov. 2011

Board of Assessment Appeals
Jane E. Cable (D) ..........................................................................................................Nov. 2011
Roderick M. White (R) .................................................................................................Nov. 2011
Robert W. Dunn, (R) ....................................................................................................Nov. 2013

Judge of Probate
Sylvia Peterson (D) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2011

Planning Commission
Harold L. Thompson, Chairman (R) .............................................................................Nov. 2014
Robert P. McCarthy, Vice Chairman (D) .......................................................................Nov. 2012
Constance Kastelowitz (R) ............................................................................................Nov. 2013
Steven Ross (R) .............................................................................................................Nov. 2014
Christopher W. Kerr (R) ................................................................................................Nov. 2011

Regional Board of Education
Jim Witkins, Chairman (R) Lyme ..................................................................................Dec. 2011
Alice Burbank (R) .........................................................................................................Dec. 2011
Susan Fogliano (D) .......................................................................................................Dec. 2011
Christopher Carter (R) ..................................................................................................Dec. 2011
Russ A. Gomes, Jr. (R) ..................................................................................................Dec. 2013
Allison Hine (R) ...........................................................................................................Dec. 2013
 Steven Cinami (D) ........................................................................................................Dec. 2013
Vicki Lanier (R) ............................................................................................................Dec. 2013
Beth Jones (D) Lyme .....................................................................................................Dec. 2013
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Elected Officials (continued)

Term Expires

Registrars of Voters
Don Tapper (R) .............................................................................................................. Jan. 2013
Patricia McCarthy (D) .................................................................................................... Jan. 2013

Zoning Commission
Patrick Looney (D)  .......................................................................................................Nov. 2012
John Johnson (R) ..........................................................................................................Nov. 2013
Thomas Risom, Chairman (R) ......................................................................................Nov. 2014
Jane Cable (D) ..............................................................................................................Nov. 2015
Jane Marsh (R) ..............................................................................................................Nov. 2011

Zoning Commission Alternates
Ted Kiritsis (R) .............................................................................................................. Jan. 2011
Beth Sullivan (D) ........................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Joan Bozek (D) .............................................................................................................. Jan. 2011

Zoning Board of Appeals
Susanne M. Stutts, Chairman (R)  .................................................................................Nov. 2013
   Judy McQuade (R) .....................................................................................................Nov. 2012
Richard A. Moll (R) ......................................................................................................Nov. 2014
Kip Kotzan (D) ............................................................................................................ Nov. 2011

Zoning Board of Appeals Alternate
Marilyn Ossmann (R) ..........................................................................................Nov. 2011
Richard J. Smith (U) ...........................................................................................Nov. 2011
Frances Sadowski (R)...........................................................................................Nov. 2011
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Appointed Officials
 Term Expires

Comcast Cable Advisory Council
Catherine Frank (R) ....................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
John Eicholtz (R) ........................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Russ Gomes (BOE Appt., R) ......................................................................................... June 2011

Commission on Aging
Donald Tapper, Chairman and Municipal Agent for the Elderly .................................... (standing)
Linda Camarra (OLVNA) ............................................................................................. (standing)
Frank Oliveira (R) .......................................................................................................... Jan. 2013
Phyllis Shepard-Tambini (R) ........................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Patricia McCarthy (D) .................................................................................................... Jan. 2012
Cliff Johnson (R) ........................................................................................................... Jan. 2013
Neil Feinberg (U) ........................................................................................................... Jan. 2012
Sherry Meyer (Sr. Ctr. Dir.) ...........................................................................................Ex-Officio

Connecticut River Estuary Regional Planning Agency
Jane R. Marsh, Representative (R) .................................................................................. Jan. 2012

Connecticut River Gateway Commission
Peter Cable, Delegate (D) ............................................................................................... July 2012

Conservation Commission
George James, Chairman (R) ......................................................................................... Jan. 2012
Dave McCulloch (D) ...................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Taffy Holland (D) .......................................................................................................... Jan. 2013
Tom Sherer (D) .............................................................................................................. Jan. 2011
Michael Sullivan (D) ......................................................................................................Jan. 2009

Conservation Commission Alternates
Linda Krulikowski (U) ................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Monica Buccheri (D ....................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Lauralyn Lewis (D) ........................................................................................................ Jan. 2011
Ted Crosby ....................................................................................................................Ex-Officio

Eastern Connecticut Regional Tourism District
Roderick M. White (R) ................................................................................................ Sept. 2012

Economic Development Commission
Robert Jose, Chairman (R) ............................................................................................. Jan. 2011
Joseph Camean, Vice Chairman (R) ............................................................................... Jan. 2013
Susan Howard Cihocki (R)............................................................................................. Jan. 2014
Geraldine Foster (D) ...................................................................................................... Jan. 2014
John Stratton (R) ........................................................................................................... Jan. 2015
Frank Oliveira (R) .......................................................................................................... Jan. 2015
Michael Miller (R).......................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
William O’Meara (R) ..................................................................................................... Jan. 2012
David Griswold (R) ........................................................................................................ Jan. 2012



16

Ethics Formation Committee
John A. Collins III
David J. Klein
Mark Mercurio, M.D.
Robert Roser
Glenn Sulmasy
Irene Carnell, Ex-Officio (Town Clerk)

Ethics Commission
Robert A. Whitcomb, Chairman (R) .............................................................................. Jan. 2012
Michael P. O’Brien (U) .................................................................................................. Jan. 2011
Brian Hautaniemi (D) .................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Gloria Peduzzi, Secretary (D) ......................................................................................... Jan. 2012
Dwayne Basier (R) .......................................................................................................... Jan. 2011

Ethics Commission Alternates
Laurie O’Brien ............................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Robert Staub .................................................................................................................. Jan. 2011
James Quinn .................................................................................................................. Jan. 2011

Emergency Management Director
David Roberge ............................................................................................................... Jan. 2011

Estuary Transit District
John Forbis (D) .............................................................................................................. Jan. 2013

Flood and Erosion Control Board
Steve Ross, Chairman (R) ............................................................................................... Jan. 2012
Gary Smith (R) .............................................................................................................. Jan. 2012
Todd Machnik (R) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2012
Robert Chapman (R) ..................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Steve Martino (D) .......................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
David Roberge ...............................................................................................................Ex-officio

Flood and Erosion Control Board Alternate
Ellie Czarnowski (U) ..................................................................................................... Jan. 2011

Harbor Management Commission
Steve Ross, Chair (R) ..................................................................................................... Jan. 2014
David Zita, Vice Chair (D) ............................................................................................. Jan. 2014
Charles Delinks (R) ........................................................................................................ Jan. 2013
Robert Doyen (D) .......................................................................................................... Jan. 2013
Jon Mittleman (R) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2013
Michael Magee (R) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2014
Ned Farman (R) ............................................................................................................. Jan. 2014
David Frederiks (R) ........................................................................................................ Jan. 2012
William Harris (D) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2012
Michael Moran, Harbormaster (R) ............................................................................... Ex-Officio
Michael Mackey, Deputy Harbormaster (U) ..................................................................Ex-Officio

Appointed Officials (continued)

 Term Expires
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Harbor Management Commission Alternates
Robert Falaguerra (R) .................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Harry Plaut (R) .............................................................................................................. Jan. 2013

Historic District Commission
Kenneth Levin, Co-Chairman (U) ................................................................................. Jan. 2015
James Bechtel, Co-Chairman (U) ................................................................................... Jan. 2012
Barbara S. Traskos (R) .................................................................................................... Jan. 2013
Nina Peck (R) ................................................................................................................ Jan. 2014
Thomas Keogh (R) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2011

Historic District Commission Alternates
John Forbis (D) .............................................................................................................. Jan. 2013
Joanne DiCamillo (U) .................................................................................................... Jan. 2013
Janet Sturges (R) ............................................................................................................ Jan. 2011

Inland Wetlands Commission
Janet Bechtel, Chairman (U) .......................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Sabine O’Donnell (U) .................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
David McCulloch (D) .................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Lewis DiCamillo (R) ...................................................................................................... Jan. 2012
Robert Linde (U) ........................................................................................................... Jan. 2012
Evan Griswold (R) .......................................................................................................... Jan. 2013
Linda Krulikowski (D) ................................................................................................... Jan. 2013

Inland Wetland Commission Alternates
Vacant
Vacant

Lymes’ Senior Center—Board of Directors
Mary Miles, Chairman (D) ..............................................................................................Jul. 2011
Ruth Young (Lyme) .......................................................................................................Jun. 2010
William Paradis (Lyme) ..................................................................................................Jun. 2010
Dorothy McAndrew (R) ..................................................................................................Jul. 2013
Francis Balboni (R) .........................................................................................................Jul. 2011
Bonnie Reemsnyder (D) ..................................................................................................Jul. 2011
Donald Tapper, Municipal Agent for the Elderly (R) .......................................................Jul. 2012
Doris Johnson (R) ...........................................................................................................Jul. 2012
Ann Griffith (D) .............................................................................................................Jul. 2012
Susan Campbell (U) ........................................................................................................Jul. 2013
Doris Rand (D) ...............................................................................................................Jul. 2013
Barbara Blackwell (Lyme) ...............................................................................................Jun. 2010

Appointed Officials (continued)

 Term Expires
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Open Space Committee
Diana Atwood-Johnson, Chairman (R) .......................................................................... Jan. 2011
Amanda Blair (D) ........................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Teri Lewis (R) ................................................................................................................ Jan. 2011
Evan Griswold (R) .......................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
George James (R) ........................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
William Dunbar (R)……………………………………………………….Jan. 2011
Theodore Kiritsis (R) ..................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Robert DePianta (D) ...................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Peter Cable (D) .............................................................................................................. Jan. 2011
Bruce Baratz (Seasonal Resident) .................................................................................... Jan. 2011

Parks and Recreation Commission
Glynn McAraw, Chairman (R) ....................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Robert Dunn (R) … ....................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Roger Zito (R) ............................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
John Flower (D) ............................................................................................................. Jan. 2012
Mary Ellen Garbarino (R) .............................................................................................. Jan. 2012
Missy Colburn (U) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2013
Tim Gavin (U) ............................................................................................................... Jan. 2013
Don Bugbee, Parks and Rec. Director ...........................................................................Ex-Officio

Pension Committee
Thomas Keogh, Chairman (R) ....................................................................................... Jan. 2012
John Bysko (R) ............................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
S.E. Canaday (R) ............................................................................................................ Jan. 2012
Wayne Devoe, Board of Finance ....................................................................................Ex Officio
Kathleen Hall, Employee Rep .......................................................................................Ex Officio

Planning Commission Alternates
Donald Willis (R) ........................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Sean Mulligan (U) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Stephen Martino (U) ...................................................................................................... Jan. 2011

Rogers Lake Authority
Roger Breunig (R) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Robert Recor (U) ........................................................................................................... Jan. 2012
Richard Smith (U) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2013

Shellfish Commission
Mervin F. Roberts, Chairman (R) .................................................................................. Jan. 2012
David Redfield (R) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
John D. Seckla (U) ......................................................................................................... Jan. 2012

Appointed Officials (continued)

 Term Expires
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Town Counsel
Marylin C. Clarke (D) .................................................................................................... Jan. 2012

Tree Commission
Joanne DiCamillo, Chairman (U) .................................................................................. Jan. 2011
Anne Bing (D) ............................................................................................................... Jan. 2013
Emily Griswold (R) ........................................................................................................ Jan. 2013
Geraldine Foster (R)....................................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Patience Moll, Alternate (R) ........................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Joan Flynn, M.D., Alternate(U) ..................................................................................... Jan. 2011
Tom Degnan, Tree Warden .......................................................................................... Ex-Officio

Tree Warden
Thomas Degnan (U) ...................................................................................................... Jan. 2011

Water Pollution Control Authority
Thomas Risom, Chairman (R) ..............................................................................Jan. 2011
Keith Czarnecki (D) .............................................................................................Jan. 2014
Luisa Grogan, Treasurer (D).................................................................................Jan. 2013
Mervin Roberts (R) ..............................................................................................Jan. 2013
Aimee Eberly (R) ..................................................................................................Jan. 2011
George James (R) .................................................................................................Jan. 2014
Dmitri Tolchinski (R) ...........................................................................................Jan. 2014
Roger Breunig, Vice-Chairman (R) ......................................................................Jan. 2013
Michael Dickey (R) ...............................................................................................Jan. 2011

Water Pollution Control Authority Alternates
Angus McDonald(R)  ..................................................................................................... Jan. 2014
Vacant
Vacant

Water Pollution Control Authority Hearing Panel
Robert DePianta (D) ............................................................................................July 2011
Thomas Degnan (U) .............................................................................................July 2011
Vacant

Resident State Trooper: TFC Scott O’Donnell
Town Police: Wayne Collins, Thomas Heinssen, Martin Lane, Sal Milardo, Domonic Solari, 
William Zipadelli; Elaine Williams, Clerk

Appointed Officials (continued)

 Term Expires

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Acting Public Works Superintendent – Edward Adanti

Richard Campbell
Vincent Doughty
Lawrence Galbo
Richard Gocka

Matt Hoadley
Brian Lorentson

Robert Perry
Donald Rutty

Donald Saunders
Robert Swaney
Robert Wanat
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Appointed Officials (continued)

 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE: 1/5/2009-1/7/2013
(Elected at caucus or through application)

Patricia A.W. Bennett (U)
John Bysko (R)
Nancy L. Campbell (D)
Jane E. Cable (D)
Irene A. Carnell (R)
Christopher Carter (R)
Barbara McBride Doyen (D)
Patrick Joseph Fitzgerald (U)
Jason C. Gagnon (U)
Verdina P. Ghirardi (D)
Timothy C. Griswold (R)
Luisa Grogan (D)

Doris C. Johnson (R)
Mark C. Lander (D)
Patricia M. McCarthy (D)
Brendan P. McKeever (R)
Agnes Q. O’Connor (D)
Frank Oliveira (R)
Jacqueline M. Opeka (R)
Gloria J. Pendleton (D)
Earl J. Peters (D)
Lawrence I. Peterson (D)
Daria M. Phelps (D)
Doris A. Recor (U)

Bonnie A. Reemsnyder (D)
Ruth Dillon Roach (D)
Mervin F. Roberts (R)
Jennie Anne Rubera (R)
Martha Rumskas (R)
Frances C. Sadowski (R)
Nanette M. Salvino (D)
John D. Seckla (U)
Walter O. Seifert (R)
Michellee Speirs (U)
Judith Tooker (R)
Kurt J. Zemba (R)

TOWN STAFF
Michele Hayes-Finn .................................................................... Office Manager, Selectmen’s Office
Catherine Frank ............................................................ Administrative Assistant, Selectmen’s Office
Ann Johnson, Toni O’Connor ...........................................................................................Tax Clerks
Kathleen Hall ........................................................... Administrative Assistant, Building Department
Maribeth Fraser ...................................................................... Administrative Assessment Technician
Doris Johnson .............................................................................................. Financial Administrator
Kim Groves ................................................................................................. Land Use Administrator
Marilyn Swaney ........................................................... Administrative Assistant, Health Department
Kim Barrows .......................................................Administrative Assistant, Zoning Commission and
...................................................................................................................Zoning Board of Appeals

—————————————

Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator ................................................................ Sherry Meyer
Animal Control Officer .................................................................................Sandra Bannon-Rankin
Assessor .................................................................................................................Walter E. Kent, Jr.
Assistant Building Official/Assistant Sanitarian .............................................................. John Flower
Town Clerk ...................................................................................................................Eileen Coffee
Assistant Town Clerk .................................................................................................Vicki Urbowicz
Building Official ........................................................................................................Ronald E. Rose
Director of Health ................................................................................................Vijay Sikand, M.D.
Director of Parks and Recreation ...............................................................................Donald Bugbee
Finance Director ...................................................................................................... Nicole Stajduhar
Fire Marshal ...............................................................................................................David Roberge
Probate Court Clerk ..................................................................................................Lynn Campbell
Sanitarian ..................................................................................................................Ronald E. Rose
Social Services Coordinator/Senior Center Director ..................................................... Sherry Meyer
Town Historian ............................................................................................................. John Pfeiffer
Zoning and Inland Wetlands Enforcement Officer ..........................................................Ann Brown
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Marriages     July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010

Hugh Jerome Bischoff - Megan Elizabeth Mulcahy ..................................................... June 27, 2009
William Charles Norton, III - Kathrine Mary Denissoff .............................................. June 27, 2009
John Michael Toriello - Morgan Lee Pagliaro ...............................................................July 11, 2009
Christopher McLean - Jill Frances Britton (Lyme) ........................................................July 11, 2009
David Mitchell Akerblom - Kimberly Anne Threlfall ....................................................July 18, 2009
Allan Davis Tuttle - Sharon Ann Diffey ........................................................................July 24, 2009
Michael Charles Bressan - Jacqueline Marie Byrne .....................................................August 1, 2009
Richard Eric Crowley - Marilyn Yvonne Goss ............................................................August 1, 2009
Laura Marie Borghardt - Marie Suzanne Nielsen .......................................................August 5, 2009
Nicholas Joseph Spera - Crystal Elizabeth Procaccini (Old Saybrook) .........................August 7, 2009
Thomas Patrick O’Connor - Breeann Mary McEntire (Madison) ...............................August 7, 2009
William Anthony Cook - Colleen Quigley ...............................................................August 15, 2009
Jeffrey Brian Nuzzo - Meghann Fazen Eckenhoff ....................................................August 15, 2009
Christopher Robert Watt - Amy Lynn Baratko (Groton) ..........................................August 15, 2009
John Francis Bowes II - Jennifer Christin Viggiano .................................................August 22, 2009
Andrew Robroark Mathis - Sarah Leslie Rindge (Chester) .......................................August 29, 2009
Jayson Charles Rahmann - Tabitha Lynn Gripps (Madison) ..................................September 4, 2009
Adam Jeremy Glazer - Hilary Joy Carlson .............................................................September 5, 2009
Liam Thomas Webb - Cortney Louise Nelson ......................................................September 5, 2009
Andrew Lawrence Bennett - Rebecca Ann Finco ................................................. September 6, 2009
David Raymond Dill - Heather Ann Davis ........................................................... September 6, 2009
Nigel Lars Sorensen - Jessica Sloan Bronson ...................................................... September 12, 2009
Mark Joseph Strempel - Nancy Louise Makuck .................................................. September 12, 2009
Carol Ann Bailey - Laurie Ann Desmet ............................................................. September 12, 2009
Sean Charles Skelly - Amanda Lee Orange ..........................................................September 14, 2009
Christopher P. Fusscas - Ganna A. Kochetova .....................................................September 18, 2009
Jared Robert Thomas - Elizabeth Dunne Nolan .................................................September 19, 2009
Charles Paul Ahnell, Jr. - Jane Lavelle Fitzmaurice ..............................................September 19, 2009
Kevin Patrick Mulholland - Anne Noble Workman ............................................ September 26, 2009
Linda Marie Cohen - Patricia Anne Ayars ................................................................October 2, 2009
Adam Benjamin Silverman - Lindsay Snow Gilberto ................................................October 3, 2009
William H. Stevens III - Camille S. McMennamin ..................................................October 3, 2009
Joel Justin Moros - Sarah Christine Beyer .............................................................. October 10, 2009
Vadim V. Asmolov - Katarzyna Anna Porczak (New Britain) .................................. October 10, 2009
Andrew Joseph Foligno, Jr. - Sarah Elizabeth Gantnier.......................................... October 10, 2009
Jay Howard Macko - Martha Liebler Gibson (Groton) ........................................... October 11, 2009
Dominic T. Nespoli - Lorraine M. Hof .................................................................. October 17, 2009
Kyle J. Robert - Trang Duong Le (Manchester) ..................................................... October 17, 2009
Joshua Leo McPherson - Sara Eichelberger (Groton) ..............................................October 24, 2009
Stephen Joseph Fisher - Jodie Anne OBrien ........................................................... October 31, 2009
Stephen Edward Dudek - Heather Jean Macnaughtan ............................................ October 31, 2009
Mark Harries Repass - Suzanne Elizabeth Kaluszka ..............................................November 1, 2009
Damian Lee Masanz - Katherine Emily Egloff (East Haddam) .............................November 1, 2009
Shaun Patrick Etheridge - Melissa Ann Nolan ....................................................... November 7, 2009
Anthony Joseph Pickowitz - Cynthia Burnham Rowin........................................November 15, 2009
Rachael Lynn Tobor - Valerie Claire Turner ........................................................November 20, 2009
Matthew Blair Nickerson - Noora Maria Boelius ................................................... December 1, 2009
Damian Difiore Barr - Randi Melissa Bartlett (New London) ...............................December 8, 2009
Nelson Antonio Rivera - Lisa Christine Yanarella ................................................December 12, 2009
Mark Francis Stom - Kimberly Sue Rodes ........................................................... December 27, 2009
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Gerald Eugene Crocker, Jr. - Ruth Lydia Constantino (Groton) ................................ January 1, 2010
Michael Edward Briggs - Sarah Jane Giuliano  .......................................................... January 2, 2010
Russell N. Sharp - Anne Haviland (East Lyme) ....................................................... January 23, 2010
Roger David Crampton - Sonia Cristina Aguilar ..................................................... January 24, 2010
Charles Emory Roode, Jr. - Lynda V. Murphy........................................................February 27, 2010
Charles William Heinen - Ryan Jennifer Pintabona ................................................... March 24, 2010
Neil Terrance Slattery - Colleen Elizabeth Mooney ......................................................April 10, 2010
Jason William Rand - Julia Anne Carpenter (Wolcott) .................................................April 17, 2010
Lorraine Therese Lombardi - Janet Lee Metzger ........................................................ April 23, 2010
Peter James Pollard - Stephanie Hope Castro (East Haven) ......................................... April 23, 2010
Timothy Michael Prout - Nicole Marie Sajewski .............................................................May 8, 2010
James Robert Rice - Jane Anne Bernbach .....................................................................May 11, 2010
Vincent Leon Foster - Elise Beth Milliot ......................................................................May 15, 2010
Steven Fredrick VanWagner - Kendra Leigh Todd .........................................................May 15, 2010
Jesse Benjamin Harms - Frankie Lauren Temple ...........................................................May 19, 2010
Oliver Mason Birch - Susan Maria Raible ..................................................................... May 22, 2010
Tyler Jared Barber - Heather Marie Sullivan ................................................................. May 22, 2010
Brian Andrew Young - Liza Harrison Finley .................................................................May 29, 2010
Fredric Joseph Parodi, Jr. - Susan Loraine Redman .......................................................May 30, 2010
Antonio Jose DeMelo - Ashley Turner Noyes ................................................................. June 5, 2010
John Vernon Hayner - Billie Ann LaPlace ...................................................................... June 5, 2010
Jonathan Andrew Rini - Joannah Marie Graham ........................................................... June 5, 2010
Jeffrey Joseph Monachelli - Carrie Brundage Lynch ..................................................... June 12, 2010
Kevin Daniel Vinton - Grace Anne Woodson ............................................................... June 20, 2010
Paul Joseph Todaro - Jennifer Marie Caldwell .............................................................. June 25, 2010
Robert Francis Parks - Whitney Ann Garbarino ........................................................... June 26, 2010

Marriages     July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 (continued)
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Deaths   July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010

Caroline N. Sanderson (Hartford) ..................................................................................July 4, 2009
Joann Ganey Finlay (New London) ................................................................................ July 7, 2009
Marian E. Rowland (New London) ..............................................................................July 14, 2009
Anne Murchison Smith ................................................................................................July 20, 2009
Nancy Lee Lehr ............................................................................................................July 30, 2009
Rosalie Florence Nesto (Middletown) ...........................................................................July 30, 2009
Jacquelyn Raymond ...................................................................................................August 3, 2009
Lorraine Handy .........................................................................................................August 3, 2009
Edith Roberts ..........................................................................................................August 18, 2009
Erma W. Hall (Middletown) ....................................................................................August 21, 2009
Vera Taylor (East Lyme) ...........................................................................................August 22, 2009
Harriet B. Spearen ...................................................................................................August 26, 2009
Gail Burns-Smith (Essex)......................................................................................September 5, 2009
Charles Armand Graeb (New Haven) ....................................................................September 7, 2009
Marian I. Jewett (Niantic) ..................................................................................September 10, 2009
Margaret Edwards Porter ................................................................................... September 22, 2009
Elizabeth A. Rodriguez (New London) .............................................................. September 27, 2009
Thomas James Douglas, Jr. ......................................................................................October 4, 2009
Sarah A. Whitman (Chester) ....................................................................................October 8, 2009
Robert Main ..........................................................................................................October 12, 2009
Mary Anselma Chamberlin .................................................................................... October 19, 2009
Walter Otto Zabel (Hartford) ................................................................................October 20, 2009
Joseph J. Rinaldi (New London) ...........................................................................November 1, 2009
John A. Caltabiano (Trumbull) .............................................................................November 6, 2009
Winifred Bonney (New Haven) .............................................................................November 6, 2009
Lulu Rutland (East Lyme) ....................................................................................November 9, 2009
Charles J. Sikora .................................................................................................November 10, 2009
Ruth Elizabeth Breitzke .....................................................................................November 12, 2009
James A. McCusker (Branford) ...........................................................................November 22, 2009
Judith Ann Galbo (Middletown) .......................................................................... December 9, 2009
Jessie F. Smith (Middletown) ................................................................................ December 9, 2009
Michael P. Bain (Essex) .......................................................................................December 12, 2009
Irene M. Hill (Niantic) ........................................................................................December 17, 2009
Santo S. Biondo (New Haven) ............................................................................ December 18, 2009
Dore Singer ........................................................................................................December 28, 2009
Jane Jacobi Hower (Middletown) ...............................................................................January 9, 2010
Marion L. Learnard (Essex) .....................................................................................January 13, 2010
Gilbert Doel (Branford) ...........................................................................................January 15, 2010
Dolores Oliveira (New Haven) .................................................................................January 16, 2010
Thomas Lanman Hine (Niantic) ............................................................................. January 20, 2010
Elizabeth Brouillard (Moodus) ............................................................................... January 23, 2010
John J. Weismiller, Jr. (Middletown) ....................................................................... January 25, 2010
Teresa L. Manee (Essex) ..........................................................................................January 29, 2010
Lisa Louise Novak .................................................................................................. January 30, 2010
Denise Marie Mattia (Hartford) ............................................................................. February 3, 2010
Isolde Dobvin (Old Saybrook) ................................................................................ February 4, 2010
David A. Holk, Jr. (Norwalk).................................................................................. February 4, 2010
Caroline W. Hunt (Essex) ........................................................................................February 7, 2010
Wilbur A. Goss, Jr. (New London) ........................................................................February 14, 2010
James L. Lowery, Jr. (New Haven) .........................................................................February 14, 2010
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Deaths   July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 (continued)

Homer Frederick Dodge (New London) ............................................................... February 16, 2010
Violetta B. Dodge (Essex) ..................................................................................... February 18, 2010
Elise Jean Michaud (New Haven) ......................................................................... February 28, 2010
Ralph Centola (New Britain) ...................................................................................... March 1, 2010
Joseph A. Rubera ........................................................................................................ March 8, 2010
Blanche T. Parker ...................................................................................................... March 14, 2010
George F. Terpenning (East Lyme) ............................................................................March 27, 2010
Peter Karter .............................................................................................................. March 31, 2010
Roger M. Kinderman ..................................................................................................April 13, 2010
Vincenzo Lombardo (New Britain) .............................................................................April 21, 2010
Mildred Wrege (Chester) ................................................................................................May 8, 2010
Natalie J. Wiggins .........................................................................................................May 21, 2010
Stephen J. O’Leary, Jr. (New London) ..........................................................................May 23, 2010
Rosalie M. Viola (Glastonbury) .................................................................................... May 24, 2010
Robert J. O’Connell .................................................................................................... May 26, 2010
David J. McKay (Middletown) ..................................................................................... May 26, 2010
Frank Lombardo (Hartford) .......................................................................................... June 1, 2010
Kristopher Joseph Morton ............................................................................................. June 9, 2010
Florence E. Alber (East Lyme) ..................................................................................... June 16, 2010
Judith Gail Latourette (Middletown) ........................................................................... June 22, 2010
Florence Swanson ........................................................................................................ June 24, 2010
Karlie Ann Sievel (Farmington) ................................................................................... June 30, 2010
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Animal Control Department
Sandra J. Bannon

Animal Control Officer

Liz Gode, Lynn Lentine
Assistant Animal Control Officers

It was another busy year for our animal 
control department. This past year we cared 
for 127 animals housed at the shelter. Of 

these, thirty-nine were returned to their owners, 
and we are so happy to report that ninety-four 
were adopted to new homes. Sadly, five had to 
be euthanized due to illness or aggression and 
one was found deceased. Fifteen animals were 
still at the shelter into July 2010. We investigated 
seven reported dog bites and had a total of 238 
complaints.

A large portion of the complaints we 
investigated this year involved wild animals in 
contact with domestic pets. At the time of this 
report, we have had seven wild animals that have 
tested positive for rabies between Lyme and Old 
Lyme areas. It is so important to make sure that 
your pet is up to date with its rabies vaccination. 
If your pet comes into contact with wildlife, it 
is very important that you call our department 
immediately so that we can advise you and keep 
you and your pet safe. If you have any questions 
about the wildlife in your area, please call us at 
860-434-3047 or the DEP wildlife hotline at 
860- 424-3011. 

Although Old Lyme does not have a leash 
ordinance, the state statute mandates that all dog 
owners maintain control of their dogs. For 98 
percent of the dog owners, this would require a 
leash for walking. Also, be aware of posted signs 
in parks or on beaches that may not allow dogs, 
and always be prepared to clean up after your 
dog while out on a walk. 

I would like to let the residents of Old Lyme 
know that our department is here to help and can 
be a valuable resource for people with animal-
related concerns. If you can no longer keep your 
pet, please call us because we may be able to help. 
Each surrendered pet is taken in on a case-by-
case basis. We cannot accept sick or aggressive 
animals. Our space is limited in our feline room. 
If we are unable to accept your pet, we may be 
able to offer alternatives or refer you to agencies 
that can help.

I am honored to serve the Town of Old 
Lyme and look forward to many years assisting 
the residents of this town with keeping their pets 
and people safe and healthy. 

Assessor
Walter E. Kent, Jr.

CCMA II

The 2009 Grand List jumped to 
$1,591,003,180, an increase of 
$90,099,610. This was largely due to the 

2009 Revaluation. This increase was 6 percent 
up from the 2008 list.

Due to the declining real-estate market, this 
percentage was very low compared to Revals in 
the past.

Unless legislation changes, our next Reval 
will be in 2014.

In regards to our Revaluation, Vision 
Appraisal conducted informal hearings here in 
December 2009. Only 256 taxpayers came in 
for a hearing , a much smaller number than the 

usual 1,200-1,800 that have come in past Revals, 
which was more like 18 percent.

The 2010 Legislative session saw little for 
Connecticut Assessors. There were some changes 
in assessing cell towers and forms of Personal 
Property, otherwise a quiet year.

All Assessment information is still 
available on the Vision Appraisal website  
(www.visionappraisal.com) or, as always, this 
office is ready to answer any questions that 
pertain to Assessment Administration by 
going to the Town of Old Lyme’s website,  
oldlyme-ct.gov, or by calling our office between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday, at 
860-434-1605, ext. 218 or 219.   
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Board of Finance
Andy Russell
Chairman

We continue to be very conservative with 
our spending plan as available state 
and federal funds are shrinking.  

In the 2010 FY budget we were able to 
continue to our plan to replace well-used vehicles 
and equipment in our Public Works and Fire 
Departments.  Within the 2010 capital budget 
in Public Works we purchased a dump truck 
with plow plus a wood chipper.  We completed 
replacing the siding, roof, and floor at the town 
garage.  We continued the Public Works plan to 
maintain our roads by paving Buttonball, Bailey, 
and Portland Roads. 

We were able to budget and set aside money 
for replacement of two fire trucks that will be 
purchased in 2012.  

Your dedicated Board of Finance spent many 
hours before and during the budget process 
meeting with department heads and associations 
to better understand their present and future 
needs. 

Special thanks need to go to board secretary 
Michele Hayes Finn and our town report editor, 
Michele Dickey.

We would also like to thank our selectman 
and town employees for their help with the budget 
process.  We were able to develop a budget for 
FY 2011 that only had close to a 1 mil decrease.  
Our finance department consisting of Nicole 
Stajduhar and Doris Johnson are a consistent 
help during the budget process and throughout 
the year. 
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Building Department
Ron Rose

Building Official

Building Permits Issued 
from 7/1/2009 to 6/30/2010

 14 Permits - Accessory Building ....................................................... $137,617.00
 32 Permits - Additions .................................................................$1,326,508.00
 7 Permits - Additions/Alterations ...............................................$1,115,910.00
 45 Permits - Alterations ............................................................... $2,054,357.00
 1 Permit - Barn..............................................................................$45,000.00
 1 Permit - Chimney/Fireplace .......................................................$20,000.00
 1 Permit - Commercial Building .............................................................$0.00
 7 Permits - Demolition ................................................................... $13,550.00
 196 Permits - Electrical..................................................................... $159,908.00
 7 Permits - Foundation ..............................................................$2,182,366.00
 5 Permits - Garage ........................................................................$282,880.00
 82 Permits - Heating, A/C ............................................................. $367,445.00
 10 Permits - New Residence......................................................... $1,329,600.00
 258 Permits - Plumbing ....................................................................$244,620.00
 2 Permits - Pool ............................................................................. $42,000.00
 110 Permits - Repairs .....................................................................$1,138,019.00
 7 Permits - Replace Fuel Tank ...........................................................$9,900.00
 1 Permit - Replace Gas Tanks ......................................................$150,000.00
 1 Permit - Satellite Antenna ...........................................................$55,000.00
 3 Permits - Temporary Structure ..................................................... $13,100.00
 1 Permit - Tenant Improvements ...................................................$30,000.00
 6 Permits - Wood Stove ...........................................................................$0.00
 
   Total Cost of Permits Issued ......................................$10,717,780.00
   Total Number of Permits Issued ..................................................794
   Total Fees Received During Fiscal Year ........................ $113,715.00
   Total Cost of Permits Issued ..................................... $10,407,872.00  
   Total Cost of Permits Issued ..................................... $10,388,379.00
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The Board of Selectmen presents

Ken Kitchings
This Award for Entertaining, Educating and Enriching our Community

Citizen of the Year - 2009

Entertainment. Education. Enrichment. 
These are words Ken Kitchings has chosen 
to identify his Kitchings Productions 

company. They are words that also describe 
Ken’s service to Old Lyme in the 32 years that he 
and his wife, Chris, have lived here. 

Ken completed two six-year terms on the 
LYSB’s Board of Directors, served as Board Chair,  
and spearheaded a major capital fundraising 
campaign that built Mimi’s Place, the home of 
LYSB’s preschool and early childhood programs.  
The Bizz, now in its 13th year, was Ken’s 
brainchild – a way to showcase the talent of our 
youth. An enthusiastic Ken was its emcee for the 
first several years.  Entertainment. Education. 
Enrichment.

A member of the High Hopes Board of 
Trustees and volunteer for many years, it was 
Ken’s vision that led to a brand new High Hopes 
fundraiser this past fall: the Hoedown, and guess 
who was its enthusiastic emcee?  Entertainment. 
Education. Enrichment.

A familiar face to all who attend the Lyme-
Old Lyme Lions Club annual Pancake Breakfast 
and Pasta Supper, he has served the Lions as their 
President, their Tail Twister, and as an active 
Board member.  Ken has emceed all but one 
of their Memorial Day Car Shows, which have 
raised tens of thousands of dollars for Lion’s- 
supported causes.  Entertainment. Education. 
Enrichment.

Ken Kitchings donated scoreboards to the 
Towns of Lyme and Old Lyme for use at Town 
Woods Park, and was instrumental in creating 
the Lyme-Old Lyme Educational Foundation, 
which has awarded grants to support enrichment 
programs, innovative teaching, and educational 
partnerships between students and community 
members. Ken served on the Foundation 
Advisory Committee and is an active Advisory 
Board member.  Entertainment. Education. 
Enrichment.

The Board of Selectmen proudly names Ken 
Kitchings our 2009 Citizen of the Year
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Conservation Commission
Peter Cable

Delegate
http://www.oldlyme-ct.gov/Pages/OldLymeCT_BComm/conservation

BIn 1973, the Connecticut Legislature 
recognized the Lower Connecticut River Valley 
as one of the State’s most important natural areas 
and authorized establishment of the Connecticut 
River Gateway Commission. The Commission 
became operational in 1974 with eight eligible 
towns, two regional planning agencies, and the 
Connecticut DEP participating. The Gateway 
Conservation Zone is about thirty miles long 
and includes those portions of its eight member 
towns (Chester, Deep River, East Haddam, Essex, 
Haddam, Lyme, Old Lyme, and Old Saybrook) 
within view of the river. The Nature Conservancy 
has designated the lower Connecticut River 
as one of its “Last Great Places”; the river’s 
tidelands were recognized as an “internationally 
significant” habitat for waterfowl under the 
terms of the international Ramsar Convention; 
the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Interior 
has recognized the Lower Connecticut River 
Valley as “one of the most important ecological 
landscapes” in the United States; and in 1999, 
the river was designated as one of fourteen 
American Heritage Rivers by the President of the 
United States. 

The commission has concentrated its 
attention on the protection of key lands 
along the river that contribute to the valley’s 
scenic qualities. Another significant role is 
establishment of common zoning standards for 
height, setback, lot coverage and the like, which 
member towns have agreed to adopt and enforce 
within the Gateway Conservation Zone.  At 
its monthly meetings, the Commission reviews 

and acts on zone changes, regulations changes 
and variance applications affecting land within 
the Conservation Zone referred to it by local 
boards and commissions. No zone change or 
change in regulations affecting land within the 
Conservation Zone can become effective without 
the Commission’s approval. New standards 
w3ere adopted as of June 30, 2010, in response 
to continuing concerns over highly visible, large, 
new homes along the river bank and in the 
upland hills facing the river, as well as extensive 
tree-cutting for new development or new views 
for existing development.  

The Gateway Commission is presently 
reviewing their work program to determine 
when to recommend the adoption of the riparian 
buffer standards by the Gateway member towns.  
When adopted the new standards will provide 
increased management of these important buffer 
areas.

The Gateway Commission is expanding 
the integration of GIS technology into their 
conservation efforts in order to protect the 
“natural and traditional riverway scene” of the 
Connecticut River, one of the Commission’s 
primary missions.

A collaboration of land trusts has begun 
within the lower Connecticut River – the Lower 
Connecticut River and Coastal Region Land 
Trust Exchange (LTE) - with an eye toward a 
greater alliance and coordination amongst the 
trusts to increase conservation effectiveness 
through regional collaboration without losing 
individual autonomy. 

Commission on Aging
Don Tapper

Chairman

The Old Lyme Commission on Aging 
meets at the Lyme’s Senior Center on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 1 

p.m. We invite anyone with senior concerns to 
attend. Our projects throughout the year focus 
on helping and informing seniors in the towns of 
Lyme and Old Lyme.

We encourage all seniors to take advantage 
of the senior center’s many programs, events, 
and services including daily lunch for a very 
affordable price and the Meals on Wheels 
program. Our director, Sherry Meyer, continues 
to do an excellent job serving the many needs of 
our senior population.
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The commission will endeavor to utilize the 
educational resources of the Tidewater Institute 
to address key threats to the internationally 
significant natural resources of the Connecticut 
River Estuary. 

During the past fiscal year and after 
many years of dedicated service, Old Lyme 
Representative Ted Crosby stepped down from 
the commission. The commission thanks him for 
those years of service.

The Gateway Commission recognizes that 
they continue to be at a turning point in their 
thirty-seven-plus year history.  They continue to 
explore a number of initiatives and collaborations 
that they feel further their mission to protect 
the “natural and traditional riverway scene” of 
the lower Connecticut River.  Those initiatives 
include participation in the Lower Connecticut 
River and Coastal Region Land Trust Exchange 

(LTE), the adoption of riparian buffer standards, 
expanding their educational and outreach 
efforts and enhancing their stewardship efforts 
in the lower river valley.  The Commission is 
also a partner in an ongoing effort to preserve 
the Haddam Neck site of the decommissioned 
Connecticut Yankee atomic power plant.  As 
always, the Gateway Commission continues 
to financially support land preservation efforts 
where the conservation of such properties 
furthers their mission.

For more information, contact CRERPA 
Senior Planner and Gateway staff J. H. Torrance 
Downes at (860) 388-3497.  Information can 
also be found on the web at www.ctrivergateway.
org  and through a link at CRERPA’s website at  
www.crerpa.org.

Conservation Commission (continued)
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Connecticut River Estuary Regional Planning Agency
Jane Marsh

Vice Chairman 
http://www.crerpa.org

The Connecticut River Estuary Regional 
Planning Agency (CRERPA) is in its forty-
third year of planning for the nine-town estuary 
region. CRERPA consists of two representatives 
from each member town, one representing the 
Board of Selectmen and the other representing 
the Planning Commission.  The CRERPA 
Board meets on the first Monday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the agency office in the Saybrook 
Junction Marketplace. 

CRERPA is supported financially from a 
variety of federal, state, and local sources, with 
a significant portion of the budget the annual 
contribution of its member towns.

CRERPA helps its member towns work 
together voluntarily to solve common problems 
affecting the Estuary Region. During the year, 
CRERPA provided staff support and meeting space 
for several of the following area organizations. 
The Connecticut River Estuary Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (CREMPO), which 
provides oversight for transportation state 
and federal transportation funding within the 
region. During 2009, CRERPA and CREMPO 
made significant progress on transportation 

preparedness for emergency response during 
disasters. Much is also being accomplished 
planning for integrated transportation for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, public bus passengers, 
rail, and automobile, trail systems, and freight 
planning. The Lower Connecticut Valley 
Selectman’s Association (LCVSA), which brings 
the chief elected officials of the region together 
monthly to discuss common interests, including 
transportation, elderly services, solid waste 
disposal and recycling. The Connecticut River 
Gateway Commission, which was established to 
protect the scenic and environmental qualities of 
the Lower Connecticut River through a compact 
among the eight towns that border the river 
estuary. 

Local Technical Assistance:  A major 
component of CRERPA’s work program is 
technical assistance to individual member 
towns including review and comment on inter-
municipal referrals for zoning applications, zone 
changes, subdivisions or as required by statute. 
CRERPA staff is available to answer questions 
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or conduct research on land use and planning for 
local officials as requested.

GIS and Environmental Planning:  CRERPA 
established and serves as the coordinator for the 
Lower Connecticut River and Coastal Region 
Land Trust Exchange (LTE), an informal 
organization whose members include Old Lyme 
Land Conservation Trust. 

The Estuary Transit Distritc (ETD):  The 
ETD was established in 1981 with the help of 
CRERPA to provide public transportation in 
the region. In July, 2003, CRERPA successfully 
transferred administration of the program to 
an independent office for the Estuary Transit 
District.  CRERPA provides transportation 
planning services for the district.  

Harbor Management: CRERPA is involved 
with several of the Harbor Management 
Commissions that exist on the lower river valley 
and has been involved in guiding a multi-town 
effort to develop standards for private residential 
docks in the lower river.

Kayak and Canoe Trails: CRERPA provides 
education materials for canoers and kayakers 
through their Connecticut River Estuary Canoe 
and Kayak Trail program, including the trail 
map series of maps for waters of Old Lyme and 
surroundings. Free laminated trail guides can 
be found in local libraries, town halls, the DEP 
Marine Headquarters, at the CRERPA office 
in Old Saybrook, and online at the CRERPA 
website (www.crerpa.org). 

Emergency Management Planning: The 
agency continues to work with the Valley Shore 
Emergency Management Association (VSEMA) 
to facilitate their emergency planning goals 
with GIS, financial services, and grant writing 
support for emergency planning, sheltering, and 
evacuation.

Community Garden:  The agency now offers 
to the Estuary region a chance to purchase a 
seasonal plot and garden behind the Pratt House 
in Essex. Classes are offered throughout the year 
on garden issues.

Connecticut River Estuary
Regional Planning Agency (continued)
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Eastern Connecticut Tourism District
Roderick M. White

Old Lyme’s Representative

Old Lyme is a member of the Eastern 
Connecticut Tourism District. The 
“brand name” used in advertising is 

“Mystic Country” because Mystic is a well-
known name for tourism and “Country” relates 
to our companions in the northeast. Its Web site 
is www.Mystic.org.

 This past year has not been good from a 
state funding point of view. Our area was more 
than doubled and our funding was cut in half. 
To make matters worse, publicity for tourism 
at the state level was reduced from 15 million 
dollars to one dollar -- that’s right, ONE dollar! 
Other than taxes, there are only two programs 
that produce money for the state: the lottery 
and tourism. Millions are spent promoting the 
lottery, which makes money but does not create 
jobs. Tourism makes money AND creates jobs.

 Now some good news. We now have set an 
example for the other districts in the state. We have 
become a model of public-private collaboration. 
Every town in the east has a representative, 
and there is outstanding representation from 
tourism businesses -- including funding. There 
is a positive attitude and, because of that, our 
web site is absolutely first class as is our printed 
material. We are well aware of identifying 
tourist attractions in every town in eastern 
Connecticut. We cover quite a span, for example, 
Florence Griswold Museum to McCulloch Farm 
Whippoorwill Morgans.

Old Lyme’s representative and former 
chairman of this district is Roderick M. White. 
Mystic.org is the Web site for Mystic Country.

 

Emergency Management
David W. Roberge

Director

Again this year, the Town of Old Lyme was 
the recipient of two major grants: $20,000 
from the Nuclear Safety Emergency Fund 

and $10,000 from the Homeland Security Grant 
Fund. These funding sources provided for response 
equipment and communications purchases to 
enhance interoperable communications within 
local public safety.  

This office is continuing to work forward with 
the FEMA “Natural Hazard Mitigation Grant” 
program.   Serving as a liaison with the Flood 
and Erosion Control Board, the board continues 
to investigate potential drainage improvement 
projects within the beach communities.  

Spring of 2010 proved an interesting one 
for most of the community with the torrential 
rains that occurred during March.  Old Lyme 
Emergency Management, working with Old 
Lyme Fire, EMS, Police, Public Works, and 
municipal government responded to over 387 

calls for assistance during the flooding.  After 
a presidential declaration of an emergency was 
declared, this office assisted homeowners in 
FEMA assistance filing.

To date it is estimated that FEMA 
reimbursements to individual homeowners who 
incurred damage will total $86,000. 

We are still expanding our data files for local 
residents who might have “Special Needs” in the 
event of a localized emergency incident.  Persons 
who might have potential mobility problems 
or transportation needs or might be dependent 
upon electricity for life support are encouraged 
to register with this office.  

A Special Needs Registration Form is 
included in this year’s annual report.  If you or 
someone you know in town might be in need 
of special assistance, please take a moment and 
complete the form and return it to this office. All 
information received is maintained confidential.  
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Fire Marshal
David W. Roberge
Fire Marshal

During the fiscal year 2009-2010, we 
continued to work with Regional 
District 18 in achieving compliance 

with the Connecticut Fire Safety Code with 
the implementation of the new high school 
renovation project.  As this project moves forward 
into construction this fall, we anticipate a speedy 
constriction schedule.

The inspections for commercial and public 
buildings continue to ensure compliance for their 
occupants. The annual fire safety inspections of 
occupancies prescribed by the Fire Code as set 
forth in Chapter 541 of the Connecticut State 
Statutes continues, along with reviews of new 
commercial construction projects continuing in 

town. We anticipate continued cooperation from 
the property owners and contractors to ensure 
full compliance with provisions of the code.

Fortunately, fire losses in town during the 
year were low, with only three residential structure 
fires occurring.  Investigations of vehicle fires 
were numerous, and one residential fire occurred 
resulting from the use of fireworks.

As part of state-mandated continuing 
education, the fire marshal attended various in-
service education programs sponsored in part 
by the Office of the State Fire Marshal, the 
International Association of Fire Investigators, 
and the National Association of Fire 
Investigators. 

Estuary Council of Seniors, Inc.
Paula C. Ferrara
Executive Director

The Estuary Council of Seniors, Inc. 
(ECSI) is a nonprofit regional senior 
center located at 220 Main Street in Old 

Saybrook, with café sites in Clinton, Westbrook, 
Chester, and Old Lyme.  Since 1974, the ECSI’s 
mission has been to promote seniors’ quality of 
life, community involvement, and independent 
living.  Last year the ECSI provided nearly 
97,000 nutritious meals including 65,068 Meals 
On Wheels, 1,765 rides to medical outpatient 
appointments outside the nine-town Estuary 
Region, 958 free preventative health screenings, 
and social and exercise programs too numerous 
to count.  

During the 2009/2010 fiscal year, ECSI 
provided 246 Old Lyme seniors with 5,661   
congregate meals and 6,703 Meals On Wheels 

(homebound meals).  Ten Old Lyme seniors were 
provided forty rides to medical appointments 
outside the nine-town Estuary Region through 
the Stan Greimann EMOTS program.  In total, 
511 Old Lyme seniors received 14,374 services 
through ECSI.

ECSI is funded in part by contributions from 
the nine towns in the Estuary Region, Senior 
Resources Agency on Aging with Title III funds 
made available under the Older Americans Act, 
other grants, individual donations, and fund-
raising efforts.  

For information on our breakfast and lunch 
nutrition program, Meals On Wheels, EMOTS, 
exercise programs, and social programs, please 
call 860-388-1611 weekdays from 8:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. and Saturday 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 



35

Flood & Erosion Control Board
Steven A. Ross

Chairman

The Old Lyme Flood & Erosion Control 
Board (FECB) regular meetings are 
held the third Monday of the month 

in the Memorial Town Hall. It does not meet 
in August or December and schedules for the 
fourth Monday if a state holiday occurs on a 
regular meeting date. Please see the town Web 
site to confirm meeting dates and times. 

The membership of the FECB was modified 
by an ordinance as proposed by the Board of 
Selectmen; the FECB now has three alternate 
member positions and rotating appointment 
terms. This will improve the ability to ensure a 
quorum at the meetings, provide for a broader 
range of member experience, and provide for 
continuity.

The FECB had submitted a permit 
application jointly with the DEP for a Certificate 
of Permission to maintain the Mile Creek outlet 
to Long Island Sound by the town and for the 
DEP to perform other work to improve the 
outlet, clean out the marsh ditches, and restore 
shallow ponds in the marsh. The permit was 
approved for a ten-year period. This year the 
town was able to maintain flow from the creek 
after storms as a result. The DEP portion of the 
project is scheduled for this winter.

Efforts to find solutions for the flooding from 
Sheffield Brook continued throughout the year. 
A Request for Proposal for the Sheffield Brook 
watershed, with alternate recommendations 
for controlling the flooding, was developed by 
a subcommittee composed of members from 
the Old Lyme Shores and Old Colony Beach 
Associations and FECB members Gary D. 
Smith and Todd Machnik.  Nine engineering 
firms responded to the RFP. While the selection 
of WMC Engineers of Newington, CT was 
made, awarding the bid had to be delayed in 
order to obtain full funding. Each of the beach 

associations had committed to pay one-third of 
the cost of the study but the Board of Finance 
denied funding the remaining one-third despite 
support from the Board of Selectmen.

The FECB looked into the process for 
obtaining grants for flood hazard mitigation in 
order to determine if there might be some other 
solutions to reduce the impact of flooding in the 
area of Sheffield Brook, and Sea Spray Road in 
particular. The situation is complicated in that 
eligibility for most grants and assistance is limited 
to primary residences with year-round use. The 
most obvious alternative appears to be structure 
elevation. In most cases, this would eliminate, 
or greatly reduce, flood damage to the most 
susceptible residences. FEMA grant assistance 
might be available to those that are not seasonal-
use buildings.

 A major storm event on March 30 resulted 
in flooding of numerous residences throughout 
the town. The fire department and Public 
Works responded to hundreds of calls to assist in 
pumping basements and other emergencies. The 
Lyme Art Association studio level and offices 
were heavily damaged. The Sheffield Brook 
overflowed, resulting in flooding of the south 
half of Sea Spray Road and some other residences 
in the vicinity. FEMA assistance for flood 
damage repairs was received by several residents 
who applied for funds.

The FECB will continue to focus on 
flooding issues and seek means to reduce or 
eliminate their impact. Our current members 
are Robert Chapman, Todd Machnik, Stephen 
Martino, Steven A. Ross, and Gary D. Smith. 
Ellie Czarnowski is our alternate member. There 
are two vacancies for alternate positions, which 
the Board of Selectmen would like to fill for the 
FECB. Interested residents are welcome to apply 
at Town Hall.
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Health Department
Vijay Sikand, M.D. Ronald E. Rose, R.S. John V. Flower Marilyn H. Swaney
Director of Health Sanitarian Assistant Sanitarian Administrative Assistant

Environmental Health Incidents

Inspection of Food Handling Establishments ......................................................36
Nuisance Orders Issued .........................................................................................0
Complaints Investigated ........................................................................................9
Septic Systems Inspected ......................................................................................46
Septic System Permits Issued – Repair ..................................................................30
Septic System Permits Issued – New ..................................................................... 17
Well Permits Issued .............................................................................................. 17
Test Holes & Perc Tests (Sites) ............................................................................. 41
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Historic District Commission
Jim Bechtel, Ken Levin

Co-Chairmen

The Historic District (HD) created in 1971 
by the citizens of Old Lyme to preserve 
the personality and authenticity of Lyme 

Street was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1972. The HD runs from the 
Christ the King Church Rectory at 1 McCurdy 
Road on the South Green for approximately 1.5 
miles down Lyme Street past the North Green 
to Rose Lane on Route 1. The Historic District 
Commission (HDC) has no requirements as to 
specific architectural or historical forms or style. 
The HDC’s goal is to maintain Lyme Street as 
the core of a functioning southern New England 
town while, at the same time, preserving its past 
history.

Meetings
The HDC meets on the first Monday of each 

month (except August) at 9:00 a.m. in the Old 
Lyme Memorial Town Hall, 52 Lyme Street. If 
the first Monday of the month is a holiday, the 
meeting will take place the following Monday at 
the same time and place. All meetings are open 
to the public and those interested in historic 
preservation and the Historic District are invited 
to attend. 

Contact
The HDC can be reached by telephoning 

the Town Hall at 860-434-1605, ext. 234. 
Information and forms are available on the 
commission’s web page at http://www.oldlyme-ct.
gov/Pages/OldLymeCT_BComm/historic/historic 

Certificates of Appropriateness  
The HDC issued five Certificates of 

Appropriateness during the current fiscal year:
62 Lyme Street - porch columns and 1. 
window 
55 Lyme Street - handicap access ramp2. 
6 Lyme Street - picket fence (approved 3. 
on condition of confirmation of property 
line) 
30 Lyme Street - back building partial 4. 
demolition and renovation
22 Lyme Street - addition & renovation5. 
 2 Ferry Road - steeple repairs and picket 6. 
fence

Historic Plaques
The Plaque Program was initiated four 

years ago by the HDC to acknowledge historic 
buildings in Old Lyme. There are currently 
twenty-five plaques in the HD and six plaques 
outside the HD. To qualify, buildings must 
have been built prior to World War II (1939). 
The 16”x13” white oval plaques with black text 
cost $115 plus tax and contain the name of 
the original owner or the structure’s purpose 
(e.g., Center School) and date of construction. 
Information concerning the Plaque Program and 
an application form are posted on the HDC’s 
Web site www.oldlyme-ct.gov.

Historic District Handbook
An updated Historic District Handbook was 

published this year with both new and revised 
HDC policies as well as information on the 
Historic Plaque Program. The 2010 Handbook’s 
design and printing were fully funded by a grant 
from the Connecticut Commission on Culture 
& Tourism.



38

The Lyme-Old Lyme Chamber of Commerce
Bob Chapman
President
email@lolcc.com 

“Handmade and Homegrown in 
Old Lyme” could be the ongoing 
theme of our Chamber. Our 

monthly meetings took place from September 
through June at our own Cherrystones and The 
Hideaway restaurants. Thanks to the efforts of 
Cindi Taylor and John Stratton, we welcomed a 
range of “homegrown” guest speakers:  soprano 
Susan von Reichenbach; John Guy LaPlante, the 
world’s oldest Peace Corps volunteer; Regional 
Tourism Director Edward Dombroskas; Jeff 
Anderson, Executive Director of the Florence 
Griswold Museum; Attorney Michael Blanchard; 
and our own Chamber authors Robert Jones 
(Secure the Blessings of Liberty; Understanding 
the Constitution) and Glenn Sulmasy (The 
National Security Court System). The Select 
Singers from Lyme Old Lyme High School 
performed at our December holiday meeting.

Our members participated in Adopt-a-
Highway roadside cleanups, and we co-sponsored 
(with District 18 PTOs) October debates 
featuring candidates for Boards of Education 
and Selectmen. Deke Cooksley worked hard to 
make our Toys for Tots campaign successful.

Members of the LOL Middle School Band 
and Santa Stratton assisted us at our Annual 
Tree Lighting and Carol Sing at the Old Lyme 
Marketplace. Our 10th annual Taste of the 
Lymes in May at the Lyme Art Association was 
the best yet, thanks to the efforts of event chair 
Emily Griswold and many volunteers. Food and 
door prizes were provided by Bee & Thistle Inn, 
Bureau’s Sugarhouse, Flander’s Fish House, 
Fromage Fine Foods, Hideaway Restaurant, 
Hong Kong II, It’s Thyme, Old Lyme Ice Cream 
Shoppe, Old Lyme Seafood, Oriental Café, 
Pepsi Co., Pizza Plus, Subway of Old Lyme, 
The Café at Lyme Academy, The Chocolate 
Shell, Wertheimer & Associates, All Pro Auto, 

Alpha-Aero Draperies, Anytime Fitness, The 
Bowerbird, Capelli Elegante, Christiansen 
Hardware, Coffee’s Country Market, Divine 
Wine Emporium, Eastern Analytical Lab, 
Garvin’s Beach Store, Office Express, Pizzeria 
DaVinci, Rogers Lake Liquor Shoppe, Teddy’s 
Old Lyme Pizza Palace, and Glenn Sulmasy.   
Ken Turcotte of The Divine Wine Emporium 
coordinated wine and beer selections. Music was 
provided by the Keith Coakley combo. 

The Chamber was proud to provide flags for 
spectators at the Memorial Day Parade and to 
use funds raised through the CMRK-St. Vincent 
DePaul clothing-recycling bins and Taste of 
The Lymes to award scholarships to Lyme and 
Old Lyme students in June: Lyme-Old Lyme 
High School juniors Sarah Gaudio, Jennifer 
Chapman, and Barbara Massa, who received our 
N. Rutherford Sheffield Memorial Junior–Year 
Scholarship Award for Entrepreneurial Promise 
and Achievement; and Lyme Academy College 
students Van Franklin, Rick Lacey, and Caitlyn 
Concascia, who received Scholarship Awards for 
Promise and Achievement in the Visual Arts. In 
addition, the Chamber awarded a scholarship 
to Shannon Chapman for summer classes at the 
college.

   The Chamber of Commerce works hard to 
support the Old Lyme community, and we are 
grateful for the community’s support of our local 
businesses. If you are not yet a member, please 
consider joining us – and, while you’re thinking 
“Handmade and Homegrown,” remember to 
SHOP LOCAL!

Lyme-Old Lyme Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 4152
Old Lyme, CT 06371-4152
(888) 302-9246
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Lyme-Old Lyme Public Schools
Dr. Elizabeth Osga

Superintendent of Schools

With spirit and determination, the 
Lyme-Old Lyme Public Schools set 
forth to manifest new levels of success 

as a fine Connecticut school system. The results 
of its efforts are rewarding, inspiring, and worthy 
of the mission, “Impassioned with pride and 
purpose.”

Student Achievement
Although the District rejects the notion that 

student success can be defined simply by test 
scores, it does recognize that standardized testing 
provides a respected measure of performance and 
accountability that can be compared over time 
and place. As such, the District does regard state 
test results as important metrics in the quest for 
ongoing improvement.

The State of Connecticut has set the 
proficiency standard on the Connecticut Mastery 
Tests (CMT, grades 3-8) and on the Connecticut 
Academic Performance Tests (CAPT, grade 10) 
as the achievement target for all Connecticut 
students. The Lyme-Old Lyme School District 
continues to inch closer to attainment of this 
target for nearly all grades and all subjects. The 
following chart illustrates the percentages of 
students in each grade and subject that were at 
or above the proficiency standard.

Percent of Lyme-Old Lyme Students at or Above 
Proficiency on the 2010 CMT and CAPT Tests

 Grade Math Reading Writing Science
 3 98% 88% 88% Not Tested
 4 95% 86% 86% Not Tested
 5 96% 90% 94% 97%
 6 99% 98% 95% Not Tested
 7 96% 97% 91% Not Tested
 8 94% 98% 91% 92%
 10 96% 97% 96% 94%

Math and science proficiency are quite 
solid across the grades.  Reading and writing 
performances are strong from grade 5 up. Grade 
3 and 4 scores in reading and writing suggest 
that a concentration of energies in early grades is 
appropriate at this time. 

The District has raised the bar on its 
expectations and has created a second tier of 

accountability. The District is committed to 
having at least 80% of its students reach the 
next standard of performance on the CMT 
and CAPT tests, which is labeled “Goal.” The 
following chart illustrates the District’s current 
performance in relation to that standard.

Percent of Lyme-Old Lyme Students at  
or Above High-Level Goal on the 2010 CMT  

and CAPT Tests

 Grade Math Reading Writing Science
 3 83% 69% 73% Not Tested
 4 80% 77% 78% Not Tested
 5 83% 79% 82% 83%
 6 91% 91% 80% Not Tested
 7 87% 94% 81% Not Tested
 8 85% 94% 81% 91%
 10 76% 63% 70% 74%

In comparing these results with last year, it 
is encouraging to find that 15 out of 24 areas 
have reached the 80% or higher level in 2010 
versus only 10 out of 24 areas at or above the 
80% level in 2009. The analytical remarks made 
above regarding the proficiency standards can be 
largely applied to the goal standard for grades 
3-8. What is quite different, however, is the much 
lower percentage of grade 10 students meeting 
goal standard.  It has been and continues to be 
a difficult accomplishment for many students to 
reach the CAPT goal standard. We recognize 
that CAPT is a different and difficult test and 
view this as an inviting and necessary challenge 
if we are to continue to improve our educational 
performance levels. 

Distinctions in Student Performance
With great pride, the Lyme-Old Lyme School 

District received the news that Lyme-Old Lyme 
High School was named a silver medalist by US 
News and World Report as one of America’s best 
high schools. This recognition was earned largely 
through the high degree of success of the High 
School’s Advanced Placement Program.

Two Lyme-Old Lyme High School students 
were named National Merit Scholars -- Austin 
Hack and Justin Kegley.

Two new state championships were added 
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to the athletic history of Lyme-Old Lyme High 
School. The girls soccer team and the girls cross 
country team both earned state titles.

Personnel
Although the District reduced the total 

number of positions in 2009-10, it did hire 
replacements for necessary staff who had either 
retired or moved their careers. Mr. James 
Wygonik was hired as the new principal of Lyme-
Old Lyme High School and assumed his duties 
in November 2009.  Also in the administrative 
ranks, Mrs. Lori Susi was hired as part-time 
assistant principal for Lyme-Old Lyme Middle 
School. Other replacements included Donna 
Patterson, school psychologist; Jill Fayan, 
librarian; Cheryle Mullaney, special education 
teacher; Michael Dombrowski, social studies 
teacher; and Heather Fried, science teacher.

The District honored Mr. William Derry as 
its 2010 Teacher of the Year. Mr. Derry teaches 
technology at Lyme-Old Lyme High School. 
He is well known statewide, regionally, and even 
nationally for his leadership in robotics teams.

Mr. Jeff Ostroff, Principal of Lyme-Old 
Lyme Middle School, participated in a Fulbright 
Exchange with a principal from Argentina. Mr. 
Ostroff hosted the visiting guest from Argentina 
in the fall, and he visited Argentina and its 
schools in June.

Facilities
Progress on the renovation of Lyme-Old 

Lyme High School was a continuing priority 
of the District. Although actual construction 
did not commence during the 2009-10 year, 
the critical steps of planning and approvals were 
taken.

BWG Architects are guiding the design 
process while O&G is serving the construction 
management needs. Both BWG and O&G are 
working closely with the Building Committee 
and school administration in moving the planning 
phases forward into action. Actual work on the 
project began in late summer 2010.

The Connecticut General Assembly 
approved funding for the project as part of its 
2010 school construction package. With the 
help of legislators Marilyn Giuliano, Eileen 

Daly, and Andrea Stillman, the District was 
also able to obtain legislatively the designation 
as “renovation” for the project; this designation 
allows more of the  project to be reimbursed. 
The approved reimbursement is 35.71 percent of 
the eligible project costs.  

Although the project cannot exceed 
$47,790,000 as approved at referendum, there is 
continuing optimism that the project may enjoy 
the favor of the current economic environment. 
The project will be going out to full bid, and a 
guaranteed maximum price should be determined 
around October 2010. There is also optimism 
that the District may be able to bond the project 
at low interest rates.

A special ad hoc committee, appointed by 
the Board of Education, is continuing its efforts 
to find an acceptable recommendation regarding 
the observatory, which is currently positioned 
atop Lyme-Old Lyme High School. The board 
turned back the initial recommendations because 
of anticipated obligations associated with the 
proposed plan.  The Observatory is scheduled 
to be removed from the school in the spring of 
2011. A plan of action is needed prior to this 
date.

The new campus track was dedicated in 
October 2009. It was made possible largely 
through a $1.1 million donation from John 
and Heidi Niblack. The track now restores the 
District’s ability to offer a full track program and 
to host home meets. 

Finally, a year-long study on space and 
elementary enrollments was conducted by an 
ad hoc committee appointed by the Board 
of Education. The committee presented a 
comprehensive report in June 2010 on options 
and analyses of them. All options include some 
redistricting of elementary student; two of the 
three involve some grade reconfigurations as 
well. The board will be seeking public opinion 
during the fall of 2010 before it makes a decision 
on future plans for the elementary population.

Program and Technology Changes
A significant restructuring of the middle 

school academic teams took place this year in 
response to declining enrollments and staff 
reductions. Each grade level now has one team 

Lyme-Old Lyme Public Schools (continued)
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of teachers dedicated to academic subjects. The 
team structure change also had impact on the 
schedule and the apportionment of time for 
various subjects. The positive results of the 
Connecticut Mastery Tests suggest that the 
changes were effective.

A variety of curriculum changes were 
implemented. All levels are working to implement 
a model of instruction commonly known as 
RtI (Response to Intervention).  This model 
frequently assesses student skills and redirects 
additional instruction where deficits are noted. 
The model is intended to strengthen student 
achievement and to pre-empt unnecessary 
referrals to special education. New homework 
guidelines were implemented and a new plan for 
curriculum renewal was designed. The District 
continued its utilization of support from the 
Haskins Lab of Yale University for reading 
instruction.

Technology continues to evolve, with many 
new applications influencing instructional 
programs and operations. The District migrated 
to Power School, a new student information 
system. The Special Education Department 
migrated to IEP Direct, a program designed to 
help special educators manage the overwhelming 
volume of data associated with special education 

program management. A new web page link for 
seasonal residents was added to the District’s 
homepage.

Budget 
The District is very attuned to the continuing 

challenges in the local, state, national, and world 
economies.  Careful and strategic planning 
helped to ensure that the District would not 
find itself dependent on revenues that might 
suddenly disappear. Funds from the American 
Resource and Recovery Act were dedicated to 
building capacity and investing in items that 
would head off future expenses, as opposed to 
creating dependencies for renewable expenses. 
The District also worked to service as many 
special education needs with its own resources 
rather than outsource them at higher costs.

The cumulative impact of deliberate efforts, 
along with the good fortune of not having 
unforeseen problems, resulted in a sizable fund 
balance for the 2009-10 year.  Once audited, 
allowable capital reserves will be set aside and 
towns will be notified of the credits they can 
expect. These will be particularly welcomed as 
towns plan forward in a difficult economy, and 
the impact of the building project moves closer.

Lyme-Old Lyme Public Schools (continued)
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Lyme-Old Lyme High School

CLASS OFFICERS

President .................................................................Greg Phillip Berryman
Vice President .................................... Elizabeth Margaret Grace Comstock
Secretary ................................................................Sarah Ann Cuccio Peck
Treasurer ............................................................ Catherine Victoria Logan

l Members of the National Honor Society
y CAPT Scholars
w Academic Letter Recipients
* Honorary Diploma

Thirty-Seventh Annual Commencement — June 15, 2010

Candidates for Diplomas

	 Chelsea Meredith Abrahamsson
yw	 Cassandra Ann Algar
	 Gilson Leandro Andrade
	 Jordan Arruda
y	 Sophie Nicole Bakoledis
	 Bryan James Barber
	 Stephen Morton Becher
lyw	 Daniel Joseph Bernblum
lyw	 Gregory Phillip Berryman
lyw	 Rebecca Ann Beyer
lyw	 Alexandra Anne Borsari
l	 Alexander Christopher Bozenhard
lyw	 Casey John Brett
	 Amber Marie Brown
yw	 Mackenzie Clarke Burdick
	 Skylar Jane Carfi
	 Matthew Channing Carpenter
y	 Molly Larkin Case
lyw	 Elizabeth Margaret Grace Comstock
	 Lynsey Nicole Congdon
	 Dominique Noel Constantinou
lyw	 Brittany St. Pierre Cowee
	 Jessica Lynn Cromarty
	 Adilyn Elizabeth Crook
	 Melissa Marie Czarnowski
lyw	 Megan Rachel Devlin
ly	 Brianna Marie Duffy
	 Ian Clifford Dunn
y	 Conor Francis Fallon
lyw	 Mara Shaw Fischer
	 Peer Frederick Fish
ly	 Sarah Jean Fitzgerald Briscoe
y	 Sean Patrick Flaherty
	 Jeffrey Francis O’Brien Freany
y	 Gabriel Brendan Geist
y	 Meghan Alanna Geist
	 Adam Ghalmi
lyw	 Jordan Chance Giaconia

lyw	 Eliza Jane Girty
lyw Steven Sawyer Gregory
lyw Megan Ashley Griffin
y Jason Michael Gripps
lyw Austin Cornelis Hack
yw Sean Francis Hallahan
lyw Jill Marie Hautaniemi
y Christine May Hubbard
lyw Justin Talbot Kgeley
lyw Colbey Anne Kennedy
lyw Megan Elizabeth Klein
lyw Mitchell William Krasney
lyw Alexander Clarke Kratzert
* Clement LeFranc
 Joseph Oliver Legassie
 Sean Matthew Lewis
lyw Calvin John Linderman
lyw Catherine Victoria Logan
y Spencer Randall Mangs
 Brandon Lee Margiotta
 Emma Tristram Marrs
lyw Alex James Mayne
 Hayley Virginia McGill
lyw Michael Ross McLean
 Sean Patrick McManus
 Ryan Joseph Milke
y Jacob Anthony Montano
y Emily Alisa Moran
lyw Samatha Julia Nickerson
y Alexander Armond Nodden
y Nicole Angelica Nowosadko
lyw Sarah Ann Cuccio Peck
yw Steven Louis Pelissier
lyw Zachary Andrew Pepin
 Jonathan Ian Pope
 Daniel Warren Milton Rasmussen
 Kevin Carl Reidemeister
y William Wagner Ricker

y Kaylee Ann Rowland
 Lean Alexandra Russell
yw Michael Christopher Russell
 Sarah Elizabeth Sage
yw James Gilson Scheide
lyw Sarah Elizabeth Schmidt
 Hannah Marjorie Seddon
y Patrick Stephen Shaw
 Joshua Adam Stankiewicz
y Dylan Patrick Stanton
y Katelyn Elise Sturgell
 James Rodney Sullivan
 Seth Allen Talcott
lyw Robert Finn Tyler
lyw Courtney Taylor Vinchesi
lyw Justin Michael Wadge
lyw Lucy Elizabeth Walker
 Hilary Harris Weaver
lyw Timothy Karl Wilczynski
lyw Alison Fay Wilkman
lyw Andrew Mark Winter



43

Lyme-Old Lyme High School (continued)

 AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Memorial Scholarships

Carl G. Anderson Memorial Scholarship .................................................................................... Robert Tyler
JoAnn Bocian Memorial Scholarship  ....................................................................................Brittany Cowee
Everett “Chief Burke Memorial Scholarship  .................................................................. Elizabeth Comstock
Scott Marsh Cory Memorial Scholarship  ................................................................................Sarah Schmidt
Patricia Ann Langer Science Scholarship  ........................................................................Timothy Wilczynski
Everett F. “Red” Latourette Scholarship  ................................................... Steven Gregory, Catherine Logan
John McLaughlin Technology Memorial Scholarship  ....................................................Timothy Wilczynski
Wallace.F. Moore Memorial Scholarship  ...........................................................................Calvin Linderman
David Munday Memorial Scholarship  .................................................................................... Megan Griffin
Mary Hubbard Noyes Nursing Memorial Scholarship  ............................. Elizabeth Comstock, Mara Fischer
Carol L. Patterson Memorial Scholarship ............................................................................... Sean Hallahan
Dr. Frances C. Roach Women in Science Memorial Scholarship  ............................................ Jill Hauteniemi
Barbara Ann Romeo Memorial Scholarship .................................... Sophie Bakoledis, Alexander Bozenhard,
 Brittan Cowee, Eliza Girty, 
 Steven Gregory, Jonathan Pope
Mildred Sanford Business Memorial Scholarship  .....................................................................Sean Flaherty
Stephen D. Shaw Memorial Scholarship ...............................................................................Michael McLean
Otto Storjohann Academic Improvement Memorial Scholarship  ................................. Chelsea Abrahamsson
Elizabeth Tashjian Memorial Scholarship................................................................................. James Scheide
Dr. Carl Wies Scholarship .............................................................................................. Elizabeth Comstock

Scholarships
Friends of Music Scholarship  .................................................................Calvin Linderman, Greg Berryman,
 Kirsten Brink, Megan Griffin,
 Jill Hautaniemi, Samantha Nickerson, 
 Sarah Peck, Sarah Schmidt
W.E.S. Griswold Scholarship by MacCurdy-Salisbury  ................................................................Lucy Walker
Willis Umberger Award by MacCurdy-Salisbury  ..................................................................Andrew Winters
Roger M. Grover Education Scholarship  ........................................................................... Alexandra Borsari
David Klein Scholarship  .................................................................................. Sarah Schmidt, Justin Wadge
Lyme-Old Lyme Administrators Scholarship  ......................................................................... Megan Griffin
Lyme-Old Lyme Junior Women’s Club Scholarship  ............................... Elizabeth Comstock, Mara Fischer,
 Steven Gregory, Kaylee Rowland
Lymes’ Youth Service Bureau Youth Advisory Council Scholarship  ................. Justin Kegley, Sarah Schmidt,
 Courtney Vinchesi
National Merit Scholar “Commended”  ...................................Rebecca Beyer, Gabriel Geist, Megan Griffin,
 Sean Hallahan, Jill Hautaniemi, Alex Mayne,
 Sarah Peck, Lucy Walker, Timothy Wilczynski
National Merit “Finalists”..... ...............................................................................Austin Hack, Justin Kegley
Old Lyme Historical Society Scholarship  ............................................................................Michael McLean
Old Lyme Players Scholarship  ..................................................................................................Kirsten Brink
Old Lyme Visiting Nurses’ Association Scholarship ......................Elizabeth Comstock, Melissa Czarnowski,
 Mara Fischer, Emma Marrs
Regional School District 18 Teachers’ Association Scholarship  ......................................... Alexandra Borsari
Valley Regional Touchdown Football Club Scholarship ................................................Alexander Bozenhard

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Memorial Awards for Excellence

Nathaniel L. Sheffield Accounting Award  ...........................................................................Mitchell Krasney
Sidney Stringer Physical Education Award ...............................................Brittany Cowee, Calvin Linderman
Roselyn Taylor Memorial Art Award  ..........................................................................................Lucy Walker
Tony J. Vasiloff Memorial Art Award  ........................................................................................Justin Wadge
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Lyme-Old Lyme High School (continued)

Awards by Associations and Governments
AHEPA New London Foundation, Inc. Scholarship ...........................................................Michael McLean
Alliance Francaise of New Haven Book Award  ...........................................................................Austin Hack
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southeastern Connecticut  .............................. Alexandra Borsari, Brianna Duffy, 
 Jonathan Pope, William Ricker
Board of Education Citizenship Award  ................................................................................Alison Wilkman
Alice Burbank English Award  .................................................................................................. Justin Kegley
Community Service Club Scholarship Award ..................................... Sarah Fitzgerald Briscoe, Austin Hack,
 Mitchell Krasney
Connecticut Association of Schools  .....................................................Catherine Logan, Courtney Vinchesi
Connecticut Society of Certified Public Accountants  .........................................................Mitchell Krasney
Department of the Air Force; Math and Science Award  ........................................................ Andrew Winter
Elias J. Hage History/Economics Award  ...................................................................................Austin Hack
2009 Eugene Atwood Award ......................................................................................................Lucy Walker
Lyme-Old Lyme High School Perfect Attendance Award ........................................................ Amber Brown
Old Lyme American Legion Post 41 Award “Americanism”  ................................................. Andrew Winter
Old Lyme American Legion Post 41 Award “Helen Hill”  .........................................................Mara Fischer
Old Lyme Cable Advisory Council Scholarship ...........................................Sophie Bakoledis, Megan Devlin,
 Sarah Fitzgerald Briscoe, Sarah Schmidt
Old Lyme Grange Service Award  ..............................................................................................Megan Klein
Philanthropic Education Organization (P.E.O.) STAR Scholarship .........................................Megan Devlin
Southeastern Connecticut Chinese School Scholarship  .............................. Megan Griffin, Mitchell Krasney
Town of Old Lyme Government  .............................................................................................. Justin Kegley
United States Army Reserve National Scholar Athlete  ................................ Brittany Cowee, Steven Gregory
United States Congress, Certificate of Merit  ................................................................... Joshua Stankiewicz
United States Marine Corps ............................................Samatha Nickerson, Lucy Walker, Alison Wilkman
Weiner Book Award .................................................................................................................Megan Devlin
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Lyme-Old Lyme High School (continued)

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT EIGHTEEN BOARD OF EDUCATION
Russell Gomes, Chairwoman, Alice Burbank, Christopher Carter, Steven Cinami, Susan Fogliano, Allison 

Hine, Beth Jones, Victoria Lanier, James Witkins

ADMINISTRATION
Dr. Elizabeth M. Osga, Superintendent

Mr. James Wygonik, Principal      Mr. Anthony Carrano, Assistant Principal

CLASS ADVISORS
John Byrne, Head Advisor

Marlene Estabrooks, Marsha Folger, Eileen Gannon, Alan Honer, Dawn Kelley,  
John McGannon, Sage Park, Lucy Walter, Louis Zubek

FACULTY
William Allik, Maria Belval, Jennifer Burke, John Byrne, Kathleen Cote, Aron D’Aquila, William Derry, 
Michael Dombrowski, Karen Duhamel, Brett Ekhart, Glenn Elliott, Marlene Estabrooks, Marsha Folger, 

Heather Fried, Eileen Gannon, Jonathan Goss, Roger Haynes, Joanne Hedwall, Kate Heintz, Allan Honer, 
Kirk Kaczor, Marci Kania, Dawn Kelley, Emily Kelly, Katia Kingston, Maureen Lefevre, Emily Macione, 

Jeanne Manfredi, Elizabeth Mathis, John McGannon, Jessica Mularski, Leslie O’Connor, Barbara O’Leary, 
Sage Park, Kristine Pekar, William Rayder, Jill Ressler, Robert Roach, Colleen Rodriguez,  

MaryBeth Schreindorfer, Jacquelyn Sullivan, Leslie Traver, Andrea Tyler, Ellen Tyler, Lucy Walter,  
John Wang, Sheila Ward, Joanna Williams, Jacob Wilson, Louis Zubek

CLASS MARSHALLS
Matthew Searle, Samantha Yuknet
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Lyme Historical Society, Florence Griswold Museum
Jeffrey W. Andersen
Director 

It may surprise many readers that Florence 
Griswold (1850-1937) herself embodied 
the spirit of “Handmade and Homegrown 

in Old Lyme,” the theme of this town report. 
While known for sheltering artists and 
fostering Old Lyme’s reputation as the Home 
of American Impressionism, she was also an 
avid horticulturalist with a beautiful perennial 
garden. In 1898, Florence Griswold advertised 
in The Sound Breeze, a local weekly paper, that 
she had been cultivating plant stock for sale: 
“Miss Florence Griswold offers some fine pansies 
and roses for sale. Those wishing flowers would 
do well to call and see her stock…. Orders for 
plants taken and delivered. Florence Griswold, 
Old Lyme, Conn.”

During the past year, the museum itself 
embraced this entrepreneurial spirit that is so 
characteristic of Old Lyme, then and now. Our 
collective response to the recession was to look 
for new ways to reach out to families and new 
audiences. Two examples of this approach stand 
out.  First, in October an outdoor exhibition called 
Wee Faerie Village took place on the grounds of 
the museum. Each day families were invited to 
explore a “village” of miniature dwellings created 
by artists and craftspeople that imaginatively told 
the story of the Lyme Art Colony. The results 
were breathtaking, with a total of 10,628 people 

experiencing the museum during three short 
weeks. The American Association of Museums 
recently recognized this special exhibition as 
one of the top three examples of innovation and 
creativity in educational programming in the 
country in the past year.  

 Secondly, during the summer of 2009 
the museum commissioned the well-known 
artist Patrick Dougherty to create a monumental 
sculpture on the grounds. Nothing could be 
more “handmade and homegrown” than this 
work of art, fashioned entirely from saplings 
that were grown and harvested locally and then 
interwoven. Over ninety volunteers worked with 
the sculptor in the creation of The Rambles, 
which is installed in a beautiful spot overlooking 
the Lieutenant River. The location has become a 
favorite gathering spot for youngsters, students, 
and families. Please come see it!   

 These are just two examples of the 
Florence Griswold Museum’s service to the 
Old Lyme community through its educational 
programs, exhibitions, special events, festivals, 
and outreach into the schools.  The museum 
collaborates actively with the Town of Old 
Lyme, its schools, our fellow nonprofits, and 
local businesses to celebrate the town’s history 
and collectively add to the quality of life that we 
all treasure here.
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Lymes’ Senior Center
Sherry A. Meyer

Director

Those who have yet to visit the Lymes’ 
Senior Center are in for a special treat. 
We are located in a beautiful rural setting 

surrounded by large grassy fields and trees.
The senior center is open Monday through 

Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to all seniors 
age sixty or older. The membership fee is only 
five dollars for residents and ten for nonresidents. 
All members receive our newsletter four times a 
year.

We have a lot of activities that suit the needs 
of all seniors; these include bridge on Mondays, 
exercise classes everyday except Fridays, Tai Chi 
on Wednesdays, computer classes on Thursdays, 
and watercolor painting classes on Fridays.  There 
are always ongoing puzzles, cards, WII games, 
board games, and monthly bingo.

Our special programs include our Summer 
Nights Concert Series, VNA Health Days, 
AARP 55 Alive Driving Courses, Lifeline 
Screenings, guest speakers, Yale Mammography 

Van Screenings, musicians, and more. Dates 
and times are announced in our newsletter and 
advertised in local papers.

We have walkers, wheelchairs, and other 
medical equipment available for loan to any 
senior at no charge.

Our Cozy Corner Library is filled with 
wonderful hardcovers, paperbacks, and large-
print books as well as movies and audio books 
for borrowing.

A complete nutritious lunch is served Monday 
through Friday at noon for a small donation of 
$2.75. Meals on Wheels are also available for 
homebound residents.

Please feel free to stop by anytime to enjoy 
a program or activity or simply have a cup of 
coffee! 
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Lymes’ VFW Post 1467
Bob Roser
Advocate

Lymes’ Veterans of Foreign Wars Post is 
made up of men and women who have 
served our country honorably overseas in 

time war. Our local Post has over one hundred 
members, many of whom participate in an 
assortment of projects in the Lyme-Old Lyme 
area. Sometimes called the “Lymes History 
Channel”, former combat veterans work to fulfill 
projects aimed at our community. In addition 
to town service and updating all veterans on 
current VA programs and benefits, the goal 
of the Post is to provide patriotic, historical, 
educational events to maintain the institution of 
our American freedom.

Lymes’ VFW Post continues to hit all its 
membership and program activity goals. A total 
of 48 ongoing and new service projects were 
completed, which included 5,427, in mileage, 
2,106 in hours and $6,462 in contributions. In 
addition to the Middle School and High School 
Youth Essay contests, various volunteer efforts 
included administering 10 American Red Cross 
blood drives, supply support to Stare Guard 
units stationed in Iraq, plant carts and other 
major gift donations to the New Haven VA 
Hospital and Rocky Hill Veteran’s Home, Little 

League sponsorship, and other civic and veteran 
donations.

The Post continues to participate in the 
“Freedom Is Not Free” educational program 
where a team of WWII, Korea, Viet Nam and 
Middle East veterans is invited to area schools 
to tell their stories. Members also volunteered 
at 43 Honor Guard burial details designed to 
pay closing tribute to area departed veterans. 
Families can request this meaningful service 
when making local funeral arrangements.

The annual November Veteran’s Day “Buddy 
Poppy” Program, which is conducted for our 
Post Relief Fund, continues to hle several needy 
veterans and related relief activities. Carrying the 
slogan “we don’t leave our wounded behind”, the 
Post appreciates all residents of Lyme and Old 
Lyme who contribute to this annual fund.

Dinner meetings are scheduled the 4th 
Monday of the month at the Lymes’ Senior 
Center except December, January, and 
February. For membership information and the 
opportunity to join in The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars comradeship and service, call Commander 
David Griswold at 434-7444 or check the Post’s 
website: www.lymesvfw.org.
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Lymes’ Youth Service Bureau
Mary V. Seidner

Director

The Lymes’ Youth Service Bureau (LYSB) 
is proud to be the primary youth-serving 
organization for our town,  promoting 

positive youth development through programs 
and services to children and families in Old 
Lyme and Lyme.  Founded in 1978 by a group 
of concerned citizens, LYSB is one of 100 Youth 
Service Bureaus in Connecticut.  Most YSBs are 
municipal agencies; however, LYSB is one of only 
a handful of private bureaus and therefore relies 
on the generous support of the community for 
nearly one-half of our budget. We are grateful 
to the Town of Old Lyme for their municipal 
support, and we enjoy collaborating with the 
town and schools on a variety of programs.

The LYSB playgroups are popular programs 
where children and their caregivers can make 
new friends and find support.  Parents learn from 
each other, share ideas, and develop a network.  
Many lifelong friendships are forged at LYSB.  
We offer a full schedule of groups, based on the 
child’s age.  

LYSB continues to collaborate with our 
local prevention coalition, Community Action 
for Substance-Free Youth (CASFY).   This group 
is composed of community leaders, parents, 
teachers, and students who advocate and support 
our youth through education, communication, 
and participation.  CASFY’s goal is to reduce 
substance abuse among the youth of Lyme 
and Old Lyme and to positively affect the 
culture of student life.  We meet on the first 
Wednesday of the month at LYSB at 7:00 p.m. 
and welcome attendance from any members of 
the community. In December of 2009, we gave 
a survey to students in grades 7 through 12 to 
assess their attitudes and behaviors regarding 
alcohol and drugs.  Results from this survey and 
more information about CASFY are available on 
the LYSB website, www.lysb.org.

At LYSB students can relax in a safe and 
supervised environment after school. We offer 
games, snacks, homework help, and friendship. 
Please visit our website -- www.lysb.org -- or 
stop by our offices at 59 Lyme Street to learn 
about the youth programs we offer,  including 
the following:

Playgroups for babies and toddlers, including •	
music and Spanish
Parent education•	
After-school programs•	
Counseling•	
Social services referrals•	
Community service groups•	
Prevention programs•	
Summer programs•	
Special events•	

LYSB
Board of Directors
Susan Fader
Jeff Graybill
Sue Jette,  
Vice Chairman
Christopher Macadam
Jackie Manthous
Maddy Mattson,  
Vice Chairman
Tammy McAraw, 
Secretary
Keith McCarthy
Laura Mooney, 
Chairman
Julie O’Brien
Dyanne Rafal

Bonnie Reemsnyder
Tom Richardson, 
Treasurer
Kelsey Riggs,  
Youth Member
Emily Roberts
Amanda Rutledge
Donna Scott
Dylan Soares,  
Youth Member
Doreen Thomas
Suzanne Thompson
Wendy Visgilio
Richard Ward

LYSB Staff
Mary V. Seidner, Director
Arleen C. Sharp, Parent Resource 
Administrative Supervisor,  
CPAT - Parent Educator
Missy Colburn, Youth Programs Coordinator
Natasha Kennedy, LCSW, Youth and Family 
Counselor
Karen Fischer, Prevention Coordinator
Marcia Leverone, Office Manager
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MacCurdy Salisbury Educational Foundation, Inc.
Rowland Ballek
President

 

The MacCurdy Salisbury Educational 
Foundation awarded $215,300 for the 
2009-2010 school year to one hundred 

students going on to college, eighty of them from 
Old Lyme and twenty from Lyme. For the 2010-
2011 school year the foundation plans to award 
$227,300 to eighty-four students, sixty-three 
from Old Lyme and  twenty-one from Lyme.

The MacCurdy Salisbury Educational 
Foundation has a long-standing tradition of 
providing financial support to local students 
going on to further their education at colleges 
and universities after their high school years. 
Founded in 1893, the foundation began helping 
the school system in Old Lyme; however, in 
1918 it began giving direct grants to students to 
continue their education beyond high school, a 
practice that continues today. In 1973 Berenice 
Brevillier started the Lyme portion of the fund 
so students from both towns, the majority of 
which attend the Regional District 18 system, 
could participate.

All high school graduates who have 
maintained permanent residence in Old Lyme or 
Lyme for at least two years are eligible to apply 
for a MacCurdy Salisbury grant. This applies not 
only to students attending Regional District 18 
but to those attending high school out of town. 
Grants are given for four years and are paid out 
semiannually to the students, provided that a 
student’s grades do not fall below 2.0 GPA and 
the family remains a town resident. Applications 
and instructions are available at the Lyme-Old 
Lyme High School Guidance Office or on our 
website: MacCurdySalisbury.org 

The Annual Meeting of the Foundation 
was held on September 17, 2009, and four new 
members were elected to the foundation.  They 
were Betsy Cooley, Jeffrey Hartmann, John 
Pfeiffer, and David Preston, all from Old Lyme. 
Jennifer Burke also joined the membership as a 
representative of Regional School District 18. 
Two members were elected to the foundation’s 
Board of Directors for a three-year term; 
Christopher Arnold and Terry Holcombe. They 
replaced Charley Dye and Doug Stoehr, whose 
terms had expired. Foundation officers elected 
at the meeting were as follows: President --  
Rowland Ballek; Vice President -- Mary Seidner; 
and Secretary/Treasurer -- Edward Perkins. 

The foundation held its annual reception 
on June 9, 2010 at the Lyme Art Association 
for this year’s high school graduates who were 
receiving grants. At the reception, in addition to 
its regular grants, the foundation presented two 
$500 awards: the W.E.S. Griswold Valedictorian 
Award to Lucy Walker from Lyme and the 
Willis Umberger Salutatorian Award to Andrew 
Winter from Lyme. Bill Griswold was President 
of the foundation from 1965 to 1992, and 
Willis Umberger was Secretary/Treasurer of the 
Foundation from 1966 to 1986.

The foundation is continually striving to 
increase the size of its endowment so the awards 
to students can keep pace with the ever-increasing 
cost of college tuitions as well as to increase the 
much smaller Lyme portion of the fund.
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Municipal Agent for the Elderly
Don Tapper

Municipal Agent

As Municipal Agent for the Elderly, I 
am always available to give advice and 
direction to the elderly and their families 

on all topics concerning senior issues. Please leave 
a message on my home phone, (860) 434-5334, 
and I will respond as soon as possible.

We are fortunate to have an exceptional 
Senior Center/Visiting Nurse Office located 
on Town Woods Road. I encourage all seniors 

to join the center and participate in its many 
programs and events. Director Sherry Meyer and 
visiting nurse Linda Camarra do an excellent job 
helping with all facets of senior life. 

Senior subsidized housing is available at Rye 
Field Manor, 434-0526, and Lymewood, 434-
2120. Both are located off Boston Post Road. 
Please call for more information and how to get 
on the waiting list. 

Old Lyme Area Cable Advisory Council 
Peter Sielman 

Chairman
369 West Road, Salem, CT 06420

The Old Lyme Area Cable Advisory Council 
is composed of representatives from East 
Haddam, Haddam Neck, Lyme, Old 

Lyme, and Salem. Public Access channels (12, 
14, and 97) are provided by Comcast Cable 
in return for its cable franchise in the member 
towns. CTN airs programs regularly on Channel 
97. 

Advisory Council meetings occur bimonthly 
and are open to the public. A meeting schedule is 
filed annually with the town clerk.

Old Lyme’s Board of Selectmen meetings air 
on Channel 14 at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays.  

Although not exactly handmade or 
homegrown, a number of programs that are 
“hometown-produced” also aired on Channel 14 
this past year, including Lyme-Old Lyme High 
School Girls’ Basketball games; Lyme-Old Lyme 
Warriors Football games, produced by Tim 
Devlin;  Conversations, hosted by LymeLine.
com editor Olwen Logan and produced by 
Catherine Frank; True Essence and Life Can 
Be Understood, produced by Annodeus Works; 
Hour of the Shaman, produced by Will DSol; 
and Shoreline Conversations, hosted & produced 
by State Representative Marilyn Giuliano.  

Training is provided free of charge. Phone 
the Old Lyme Studio on Halls Road (860-434-
0643) for more information. We are grateful to 
Old Lyme’s Access Coordinators Lynn Perry and 
Hans Hartmann for much assistance during this 
fiscal year. This past year, the council 
instituted a scholarship program to support 
graduating seniors planning careers in the 
communications field. Sophie Bakoledis (Park 
School of Communications at Ithaca College), 
Sarah Briscoe (Loyola University Maryland), 
Megan Devlin (Ithaca College), and Sarah 
Schmidt (University of Maryland), all Lyme-
Old Lyme High School Class of 2010 graduates, 
were the scholarship recipients in the program’s 
inaugural year.

In addition, the Advisory Council acts as 
ombudsman for Comcast cable subscribers.

Old Lyme’s Advisory Council members were 
John Eichholtz and Catherine Frank, appointed 
by the Board of Selectmen, and Russ Gomes, 
representing the Regional School District #18 
Board of Education.  To reach an Old Lyme 
representative, phone the Town Hall (860-434-
1605, ext. 210) or e-mail selectmansoffice@
oldlyme-ct.gov. The mailing address is Old Lyme 
Area Cable Advisory Council, 369 West Road, 
Salem, CT 06420.  
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Old Lyme Fire Department
C. Ellis Jewett 
Secretary

After eighty-seven years the Old Lyme 
Fire Department remains a volunteer 
organization. This is certainly a great 

credit to the dedicated personnel who give freely 
of their time and energy to obtain the necessary 
training to perform the difficult tasks that 
today’s firefighting requires. The professional 
dispatchers at the Valley Shore Communications 
Center receive your 911 calls and notify volunteer 
firefighters via voice alerting pagers. Available 
volunteers respond accordingly. Some respond 
to staff apparatus and others directly to the 
emergency scene. Volunteers responded to 311 
emergency situations during the past year. The 
department currently operates three fire stations 
and nine pieces of fire apparatus. Approximately 
forty-five active volunteers logged over 3,000 
hours of emergency duty. Department training 
officers conduct an ongoing in-house training 
program. Outside instructors are employed when 
necessary and members are encouraged to attend 
federal, state, and regional training sessions. 

The department makes a great effort to 
be prepared to meet a variety of challenges. 
Firefighters never know if the next call will be a 
structure fire, rescue emergency, brush or forest 
fire, storm-related emergency, or hazardous 
material incident. As in past years more than 50 
percent of the fire department responses are for 
automatic fire alarm activations and automobile 

accidents with injuries.
Annual funding, provided by the Town of 

Old Lyme, is used for the training of personnel 
and to purchase and maintain fire department 
apparatus and equipment. As the tools of our 
trade become more sophisticated, the upgrading, 
modernization, and maintenance of fire 
department equipment is continuous. Equipping 
firefighters to face the challenges of their duties 
safely, adhering to the mandates for equipment 
standards, and complying with required 
maintenance and testing schedules are costly 
expenditures. It should be noted that continued 
town support for the apparatus replacement plan 
is essential to the adequate performance of our 
services.

During the past year the department placed 
in service a new “Quint,” a pumping engine with 
a seventy-five foot aerial device. This apparatus 
replaced a twenty-two year old engine that had 
served the town well.

Old Lyme Fire Department officers and 
personnel also participate in providing approvals 
and suggestions for many development, 
expansion, and renovation projects in our town. 
Officers work with the various boards and 
commissions to assure adequate fire protection.

The Old Lyme Fire Department volunteers 
are taxpayers, too, and strive for the most efficient 
operation of our organization. In this effort, 

2010 “Quint” – a combination pumping engine with 
a 77-foot aerial ladder.

2003 command vehicle purchased for the town by the 
Old Lyme Fire Department with donated funds.
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town funding is supplemented with funds raised 
through donations and the Firefighter’s Fund 
campaign. During the past year a command 
vehicle was purchased and outfitted at no cost 
to the town. This vehicle replaces a retired police 
cruiser that was used by the fire department. 

Dedicated volunteers are always needed 
and new members are welcome. Please consider 
offering your services. There are firefighting and 
nonfirefighting duties to fit all abilities. Visit any 
of the three fire stations and find out how you can 
assist. Department members meet on Wednesday 
evenings for scheduled training sessions, work 
nights, and monthly business meetings.

The Old Lyme Fire Department is 
administered by the following elected officers:

LINE OFFICERS
Chief David Jewett
Deputy Chief Thomas Swaney
First Assistant Chief  Stephen Super
Second Assistant Chief Michael McCarthy, Jr.
Captains Thomas Rozanski
 James Montanez
 Brian Dow
Lieutenants Dayton Dell
 Scott O’Donnell
 James Oldfield
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
President Robert Pierson
Secretary C. Ellis Jewett
Treasurer Thomas Negrelli
Chaplain Mervin Roberts
Steward John McCarthy
 

Old Lyme Fire Department (continued)



54

Old Lyme Harbor Management Commission 
Steven A. Ross
Chairman
steveross@snet.net

The Old Lyme Harbor Management 
Commission (HMC) takes prides in 
its history as one of the first harbor 

management plans approved in the state.  The 
commission’s purview “begins at the mean high 
water mark … including navigable rivers and 
streams”;  it “provides for the safe, orderly, and 
efficient allocation of seasonal moorings as well 
as unobstructed access to the navigable waters… 
(and) provides for the preservation and use of 
coastal resources in a manner …retain(ing) their 
non-industrial character.  The waters will be used 
for boating, fishing, and swimming exclusively.”  
The commission remains an active member of the 
Connecticut Harbor Management Association.  

The HMC had another busy year in service 
of those goals.

As always, the necessary repairs were 
made to the dinghy dock adjoining the DEP 
headquarters.

The commission reviewed standards for 
moorings and ultimately expanded the types of 
moorings that can be safely permitted in Old 
Lyme waters.

Commission members collaborated with 
the Connecticut River Estuary Regional 
Planning Agency (CRERPA) on a survey of the 
Connecticut River watershed.  

The Pilgrim Landing site on Neck Road 
remains an area of active interest, and a work 
group initially headed by Mark Rohrberg was 
established to explore rehabilitation and possible 
improvement.  The work group is now headed 
by longtime commission member Mike Magee.  
Ideas consistent with the limitations of the site 
are welcome.    

The Harbor Commission Addendum 
pertaining to dock standards was completed and 
approved at the January 2010 Town Meeting.  
Later in the year the Harbor Commission Plan 
was revised to include the dock standards. The 

addendum was developed by a subcommittee 
over several years with assistance from Torrance 
Downes at CRERPA and with the cooperation 
of the Connecticut DEP. Old Lyme is the first 
town in Connecticut to establish dock standards, 
and several other shoreline towns are using our 
addendum as a template to develop their own. 
The addendum can be accessed on the town Web 
site under the HMC.

  An emerging area of commission concern 
is the ongoing siltation of the lower Connecticut 
River and its estuaries and the evident need for 
dredging.  A dredging work group was formed 
with Ned Farman as the coordinator to develop 
alliances with public and private stakeholders.  The 
work group has a long-term goal of developing a 
plan for the waterways as well as lines of funding.  
Interested citizens can access the Web site of the 
Conservation Trust to view photos of siltation 
over the decades.   

There were personnel changes during the 
year.  Alternate member Ned Farman became a 
regular member of the commission.  Commission 
member Mark Rohrberg had to resign for personal 
reasons.  Alternate member Susan Connors 
resigned when she accepted an appointment 
to the Connecticut Superior Court.  The year 
also had the addition of Bob Falaguerra as an 
alternate member, but the commission currently 
has an opening for an additional alternate.  
Commission officers are as follows: Steve Ross 
(Chair); David Zita (Vice Chair); Dave Fredericks 
(Secretary); Jon Mittelman (Treasurer); and the 
very able Janet Cody (Clerk), who keeps things 
sailing smoothly.  The commission meets the 
second Tuesday of the month (except August 
and December) at 7:00 p.m. in Town Hall and 
encourages interested residents to bring their 
ideas and concerns.  The commission is especially 
interested in ideas for further development of 
harbor resources.
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Old Lyme Land Trust, Inc.
Christina Clayton

President

Old Lyme Conservation Trust has changed 
its name to Old Lyme Land Trust, Inc. 
to emphasize its primary mission, which 

is to acquire and maintain conservation land in 
Old Lyme.  We now own over 750 acres thanks 
to a recent donation of land on Town Woods 
Road by Esther and Bob Heller.   These acres, 

which are protected from development, contain 
woodlands, wetlands, ridges, and salt marsh--the 
precious natural resources of our town.  Many 
are open to the public for passive recreation 
as preserves.  We encourage you tovisit  our 
preserves. Details and maps are on our website at 
www.oldlymelandtrust.org.

Old Lyme Parks and Recreation
Don Bugbee

Director 

The Parks and Recreation Department 
provides a variety of programs and 
services for the residents and the summer 

visitors in Old Lyme.  The office is located at 
52 Lyme Street, in the lower level of the Old 
Lyme Memorial Town Hall, and can be reached 
by calling 860-434-1605, ext. 235. The e-mail 
address is parkrec@oldlyme-ct.gov and there is 
a Parks and Recreation Web page that can be 
linked from the Town of Old Lyme’s Web site 
(www.oldlyme-ct.gov).  All Parks and Recreation 
information is on the Web site, where programs 
are listed by season. 

The Parks and Recreation Commission, 
made up of seven residents, usually meets on the 
first Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the 
town hall.  Anyone interested in participating 
as a commission member should contact the 
chairperson and the Selectman’s Office.  All are 
welcome to attend the monthly meetings. 

 During the summer months we provide a 
daily staff of lifeguards and parking lot attendants 
for our facilities at White Sand Beach and Hain’s 
Park at Rogers Lake.  We also staff the town-
owned parking lot at Sound View Beach, which 
becomes one of the busiest spots in town. We 
maintain the Little League baseball and softball 
fields, the tennis courts, and the basketball courts 
at Cross Lane Park. Town Woods Park once again 
was very busy with soccer, lacrosse, Little League 
baseball, and softball practices and games. The 
park has been a beautiful addition to our town 

and is continuing to serve many people very well. 
The High School Boys Soccer Team and the Girls 
Lacrosse Team currently practice and play their 
games at this park because of limited space at the 
main school campus. Over the next few years, 
during the high school construction project, 
Town Woods Park will be relied on heavily to 
support high school, middle school, club, and 
recreational activities. Cooperation between all 
groups involved will be essential.    

 The typical programs we currently offer for 
our youth include a six-week summer day camp, a 
summer baseball camp, three summer basketball 
camps, two summer tennis camps, a summer 
soccer camp, fall soccer, and winter basketball. 
Adult programs currently include yoga sessions 
and Zumba Fitness, which run during the fall, 
winter, and spring. Our adult basketball program 
basically runs during the entire school year.  

As always, I would like to thank all of the 
Parks and Recreation employees, commission 
members, the Public Works Department, the 
selectmen, the Board of Finance, and Regional 
District 18 for the use of facilities and the town 
employees for the efforts they contribute to our 
programs.  Also and in particular, thanks goes 
to the dedicated volunteers who continue to give 
up their time for the benefit of others in our 
community. Your efforts are essential to many of 
our Parks and Recreation programs, and they are 
appreciated. 
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Old Lyme Police
Officer Thomas Heinssen 

Old Lyme Police Report for July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010
 

The Old Lyme Police consists of two 
Resident State Troopers, six full-
time, and two part-time Town Police 

Officers. During periods of leave, the town 
of Old Lyme receives general patrol coverage 
from the Connecticut State Police Troop F in 
Westbrook. The Old Lyme Resident Troopers 
and Town Police are also dispatched by Troop 
F. The following is a breakdown of the total 
police incidents that occurred in the town of 
Old Lyme, including Interstate 95, during fiscal 
2009-2010:

Total Calls for Service: 18,373
Investigations: 178 
 (Robbery, Burglary, Larceny, Criminal Mischief, etc.)
Motor Vehicle Accidents: 213
Driving Under the Influence Arrests: 41
Motor Vehicle Citations:  1,784
Motor Vehicle Warnings: 1,459
Miscellaneous Service Calls: 14,635
(Alarms, Assist to the Fire Department, Medicals, Property 
Checks, Fingerprints, General Assists to the Public, Disabled 
Motorist, etc.)

The Old Lyme Police Department is not 
manned 24 hours and is located at 294 Shore 
Road. To report any type of emergency 
or crime in progress, please dial 911. For 
routine calls, the Resident Troopers and Town 
Police Officers can be reached by calling  
(860) 434-1986. That number rings at the Police 
Department and will roll over to the Troop F 
Dispatch if not answered.
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Old Lyme South End Volunteer  
Ambulance Association

Tom Brown
President

During the 2009-2010 fiscal year, we 
responded to 738 persons and significant 
events. Our emergency vehicles – a 2000 Tahoe 
First Responder vehicle, a 2001 Excellance 
ambulance, and a 2006 Braun ambulance – 
covered approximately 25,000 miles while our  
EMTs and EMRs provided care to patients and  
support to fire and police departments and the 
community. Calls to service took us to addresses 
on nearly half the  roadways –state,  town,  and 
private – within Old Lyme. Approximately 80 
percent of our responses were to private homes, 
and over half of the calls came on week-ends. 
We also responded to incidents at schools, 
businesses, places of worship, beach areas, and 
Interstate 95. Our EMTs and EMRs delivered 
stand-by services at local events, including the 
Old Lyme Midsummer Festival fireworks display, 
the White Elephant Sale, and the  High Hopes 
Hoe-Down. In the spring of 2010 we had the 
delight of assisting with the birth of a baby in the 
back of our ambulance.

 Members are certified by the State 
of Connecticut Office of Emergency Medical 
Services as either Emergency Medical Technicians 
(EMTs) or Emergency Medical Responders 
(EMRs) after successfully completing classroom 
work, practical skills training, and observation 
time in a variety of emergency medical  service 
settings.

 The Town of Old Lyme currently 
employs, on a part-time basis, Emergency 
Medical Technicians who staff the ambulances 
Mondays through Fridays,  6:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m., exclusive of holidays. The remainder of 
the time is covered by volunteers. Volunteers  
commit to respond on one duty night or more 
per week, attend monthly in-house trainings 
and monthly association meetings, and complete 
recertification courses triennially. The association 
provides ambulances and the fuel and  equipment  
necessary to operate them. Our ambulances are 
housed at  Cross Lane Fire Station, located on the 
south side of town, and at Boughton Road Fire 
Station, located on the north side of town. The 
First Responder vehicle is housed at Cross Lane 
Fire Station; its primary purpose is to expedite 

the arrival of medical equipment and assistance 
at the scene of an emergency, Our EMTs and 
EMRs are issued emergency medical supplies, 
including AEDs, oral glucose, oxygen delivery 
systems, and personal protective equipment. We 
also supply medical  equipment carried by the 
Old Lyme Fire and Police Departments. 

 Procedures an EMT is capable of 
performing to  provide basic life support on scene 
and en route to the closest medically appropriate 
facility include the following:

Administer epinephrine injections  to •	
counteract  allergic reactions
Administer oral glucose during diabetic •	
emergencies
Administer oxygentherapy•	
Assist a patient with inhalers and  •	
nitroglycerin
Assist with childbirth•	
Assist with water rescues•	
Control bleeding•	
Defibrillate a patient•	
Immobilize trauma patients•	
Insert airways•	
Manage shock•	
Perform CPR•	
Perform rescue breathing•	
Splint and stabilize broken bones•	
Treat temperature-related conditions•	

 Funds received from ou4 annual 
membership request,  donations, and billing 
for  services help us deliver high-quality care 
and support to the community. The generosity 
of year-round and summer residents means 
that we can continue to recruit, train, and keep  
the outstanding  volunteers that comprise our  
association. It allows us to  operate and stock our 
fleet  of two  ambulances and First Responder 
vehicle, supply our volunteers with essential 
equipment, and maintain a presence at local 
community events.

 Old Lyme Volunteer Ambulance 
Association, Inc. extends its appreciation to those 
who  have shown their support of our mission 
to  provide quality emergency  medical services 
to the town of Old Lyme through monetary 
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and time contributions. We recognize that your  
actions  are invaluable to us. And we ask that you 
continue to  support our efforts with confidence 
that we strive for excellence in service to our 
community.

 Your twenty-dollar annual membership 
fee allows, should you or anyone in  your 
household require our services,  that you will  
not incur any out-of-pocket expense for  services 
provided by our personnel or  equipment. Our 

Old Lyme South End Volunteer  
Ambulance Association  (continued)

association will  accept the amount paid by your 
insurance company for  services rendered.

 We  invite you to  visit our association 
office, located at the Cross Lane Fire Station. 
Please call the office (860-434-0089) prior to  
your arrival as we may be away on emergency or 
administrative duties. You may visit our Web site 
for more information on who we are, what we 
do, and how to get involved. 

Old Lyme Phoebe Griffin Noyes Library
Mary Fiorelli
Director
www.oldlyme.lioninc.org
mfiorell@oldlyme.lioninc.org

The Old Lyme Phoebe Griffin Noyes 
Library strives to serve the local 
community by providing many collections 

and services for all ages and informational needs. 
We not only support reading readiness of young 
children and the appreciation of books by all 
but foster cultural enhancement and support 
the educational needs of children and students 
of all ages. Meeting these needs in the current 
environment of burgeoning technology is a goal 
and challenge for the library staff while striving to 
provide optimal user satisfaction to our patrons. 

The library continues to experience increases 
in annual visits and usage of its services. The 
number of registered borrowers stands at 87 
percent of the town’s population. Visits by all 
users to the library increased by 19 percent over 
last year. We recorded an impressive 11,000 uses 
of the public computers; use of personal laptops 
is estimated at an additional 10 percent. The 
circulation of materials during peak summer 
months increased on average by 20 percent in 
comparison with resident usage in the spring. The 
staff also recorded an increase of nearly 15 percent 
in the number of instances in which individual 

assistance was given to help patrons find books 
or conduct online or genealogy research or with 
general computer use. In addition, the staff 
offered instruction and guidance with Job Now, 
an online site for job seekers. Downloadable audio 
books and now eBooks are available through the 
online catalog. 

The backbone of library services continues 
to include children’s story times, educational 
and cultural programs, after-school activities, 
book groups, and the Learning and Homework 
Center. Adult programming provides stimulating 
book discussions from classics to contemporary 
novels, movies, lectures on cultural topics, 
environmental issues, and Connecticut author 
talks. A total of 217 programs were attended by 
2,813 participants. Launched in 2009, three art 
exhibitions are mounted annually to showcase 
the outstanding work of artists from Old Lyme 
and southeastern Connecticut. 

The library is grateful for funding from 
the Community Foundation of Southeastern 
Connecticut (CFSECT) for several projects 
completed this year. Renovations to the 
community room have created a warm and 
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welcoming atmosphere for patrons. A series on 
twentieth-century American classics brought 
these works to life for the audience. One Book 
Every Young Child served to educate parents on 
the importance of reading to their very young 
children by introducing them to the five key 
elements of learning to read. 

Thanks to the outstanding volunteers of the 
Friends of the Library, another highly successful 
Bookworm Ball was held to support the library’s 

operations. The Book Cellar used bookstore 
provides ongoing contributions as well. Members 
of both the Board and Friends collaborate on 
The Buzz, a newsletter published semiannually 
to keep the community informed.

The library is an especially important 
resource during these difficult economic times, 
and we look forward to continued service to 
our community as an educational institution, 
cultural center, and gathering place. 

Children make boats in the Hartman Education 
Center of the Florence Griswold Musem during the 
Midsummer Festival.

Peggy Traskos, Annee Holmes, and Judy Chapman at 
the “Summer Delights” art reception at the library.

Masquerading guests at the annual Bookworm Ball!

Old Lyme Phoebe Griffin Noyes Library  (continued)
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Old Lyme Tree Commision
Joanne C. DiCamillo
Chairman 

All residents are invited to attend our 
meetings held on the third Thursday of 
the month at 4:00 p.m. in the town hall. 

To contact us with questions or concerns about 
our town trees, please call the Selectmen’s Office 
and leave a message.

Brochures with helpful information 
concerning trees are available at Town Hall in 
the carousel by the elevator. 

Watch for the beautiful, new plantings along 
the entrance driveway to the high school. The Tree 
Commission members provided the landscape 
architect with the list of native trees and shrubs 
that are being utilized in the redesign. 

“Volcano mulching” kills trees
As I drive around our town I’ve noticed 

how a number of landscapers and homeowners 
are piling up excessive amounts of mulch around 
the trunks of trees. This practice provides 
no benefits; in fact, it is highly destructive, 
especially to young trees.

The International Society of Arboriculture 
(ISA) warns that mulch piled up against tree 
trunks causes the following:

Excess moisture to build up on tree trunk, •	
inviting mold, mildew, insects, fungus, and 
eventual decline of the tree.
Stimulation of feeder roots to grow upwards •	
through the new layers of mulch. Feeder 
roots inevitably become girdling roots, 
stunting the growth of the tree, choking off 
nutrient flow, and eventually killing them.
Deprivation of gas exchange in the feeder •	
roots. In addition to water and nutrient 
uptake, roots take in and release gases. A 
pile of mulch on the roots is just the same as 
burying the roots too deeply.  
Does not effectively slow moisture loss; the •	
delicate feeder roots are located further away 
from the trunk under the leafy canopy, not 
at the base of the tree. 

How to Mulch a Tree Correctly
The main rule to follow is leave the root flare 

of the tree free of mulch.
Identify the root flare of the tree—where 

the trunk begins to flare out, even just slightly. 
If you can’t find it, the tree may be planted too 
deeply or there is too much mulch hiding it. 
Where the roots descend into the soil is where 
two or three inches of mulch should begin. 
Pull the mulch away from the trunk with your 
hands and spread it out from the root flare to 
the drip line, and even further when establishing 
a mowing boundary around the tree. This will 
help to prevent damage to the trunk from weed 
whackers and mowers. Out at this distance from 
the trunk, three or four inches is enough. Make 
it look natural, spreading away from the tree. In 
subsequent years, try fluffing the existing mulch 
with a rake for a freshly applied look before piling 
on more. 

Illustrations and information above about 
mulching are provided by ISA online.

A SPECIAL REMINDER TO ALL TOWN 
RESIDENTS: PERMIT REQUIRED
A permit from the Tree Warden is required 

before planting, removing,g or trimming trees 
on the town right-of-way.  The application is 
available at the town hall or online at www.
oldlyme-ct.gov. 

We thank the selectmen, the Board of 
Finance, and the community for your continuing 
support of our efforts to preserve and maintain 
the trees in our town.
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Old Lyme Historical Society, Inc.
Alison C. Mitchell and Patsy McCook 

Co-chairs
www.oldlymehistorical.org

Founded in 2005 to preserve and analyze 
the town’s social, civic, economic, and 
political past, the all-volunteer Old 

Lyme Historical Society conducts primary and 
secondary research and works with other groups 
in Old Lyme that have assembled their own 
histories and collections. We maintain an office 
in the Old Lyme Room of the Old Lyme–Phoebe 
Griffin Noyes Library, where our office hours 
are 10:00 a.m. to noon, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday. The society’s board of directors meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 4:00 
p.m. in the library’s large community room. The 
annual meeting is held in June.

 In September 2009 we published 
our fourth monograph, The Land Savers. The 
culmination of a cooperative venture with the 
Florence Griswold Museum and the Lyme and 
Old Lyme Land Trusts, the sixty-eight-page 
book is an anecdotal, illustrated overview of local 
land preservation efforts and a description of 
the role that American Impressionists played in 
identifying—and applying to canvas—the Lyme 
and Old Lyme vistas that were subsequently 
conserved. This monograph and the others in 
our series may be purchased during office hours 
at the library, through PayPal on our Web site, 
and at the Florence Griswold Museum.

 The society’s oral history project, 
informally known as “Telling stories out of 
school,” was launched in November 2009 as we 
interviewed twenty-six Old Lyme residents, all 

with superb stories to tell. These and subsequent 
interviews have been transcribed and will be 
available in several formats, including our Web 
site. The goal is to make the past come alive 
for young people in formats with which they 
are thoroughly comfortable and to provide an 
enjoyable, educational experience for families in 
Old Lyme and beyond.

 Another highlight of the year was 
the latest in a series of talks by town historian 
John Pfeiffer on the history of Old Lyme and 
its environs. In April 2010 we welcomed a sold-
out crowd to the Lymes’ Senior Center for 
Dr. Pfeiffer’s lecture and slide show on Native 
American burial ceremonies in southeastern 
Connecticut.

 In June 2010, through the Old Lyme 
Scholarship program, we again awarded funds to 
a local high school senior who plans to major in 
history in college. Students living in Old Lyme, 
including those who attend schools elsewhere, 
are eligible to apply. Donations to the program 
may be made by contacting treasurer Carol 
Winters, at MEMEW6@aol.com

 We welcome Old Lyme residents’ 
input and participation. Photographs, letters, 
and other memorabilia are greatly appreciated, 
either on loan or as a donation. The Old Lyme 
Historical Society is at P.O. Box 352, Old Lyme, 
CT 06371. Phone: 860-434-0684. Website: 
www.oldlymehistorical.org

Old Lyme Social Services Department
Sherry A. Meyer

Social Services Coordinator

The Old Lyme Social Services Department 
is taking applications for the following 
programs: Renter’s Rebate, Energy 

Assistance, SNAP (food stamps), Conn Pace, 
Warm the Children, Husky, WIC, and NuStart.  
Residents must be able to provide the following 
documents: income/pay stubs, rent/mortgage 
receipts, utility bills, recent bank statements, etc. 
To make an appointment please call Sherry at 
860-434-4127.  The Old Lyme Social Services 

Department is accepting donations for their 
“Give a Gallon” program.   We have a lot of 
families in Old Lyme that could use some extra 
help this coming winter season.  Please consider 
giving a gallon or two! Make donations payable 
to the Old Lyme Emergency Fuel Fund and mail 
it to Town of Old Lyme (Financial Dept), 52 
Lyme Street, Old Lyme CT 06371. For more 
information please call 860-434-4127. Hours 
are 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p..m. Monday-Friday.
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Open Space Committee
Diana Atwood Johnson
Chairman

Your Open Space Committee has been in 
touch regularly with a list of landowners 
regarding land acquisition and 

conservation easements over the last couple of 
years. During the next year we expect that two 
of these contacts will result in opportunities for 
the town citizens to add to the almost 600 acres 
the town currently owns.

The town also receives open space through 
the subdivision process. Planning Commission 
regulations require that a developer set aside 
fifteen percent of the proposed project land 
as open space. As a result of this important 
regulation, the town received a seven-acre 
parcel on Ferry Road, the majority of which is a 
freshwater pond. This pond is a valuable habitat 
for wildlife, especially birds, and makes this 
parcel of land different from any of the others 
that the town owns.

We hosted the Connecticut Coastal 
Conservation District, US Fish & Wildlife 
Service, and the DEP at the Bartholomew 
Preserve several times during the year. Mr. and 
Mrs. Dana Bartholomew generously donated this 
103-acre property to the town in 1998, the first 
acquisition under the newly established Open 
Space program. Connecticut DEP conducted a 
New England cottontail survey there last winter. 
This rabbit is native to New England and is in 
serious decline. The Bartholomew property may 
be a good host area for New England cottontail 
restoration. In addition, these groups are 
preparing a habitat management plan for us that 

includes surveys of wildlife, plants, and wetlands. 
The plan will make recommendations for long-
term care of the property.

The committee met with Milan Bull 
and Twan Leenders, Senior Biologists from 
Connecticut Audubon, to talk about developing 
a Conservation Matrix for town-owned open 
space. This means identifying our properties and 
others as to whether they are forest, scrubland, 
grassland, inland wetlands, tidal marsh, coastal, 
or “other” habitat. Old Lyme is fortunate to have 
such a diverse landscape. This inventory is another 
tool that will help us manage our properties for 
birds and other wildlife and identify habitats that 
should be protected beyond the forests that make 
up most of our existing open space lands. 

The Open Space Committee worked on 
regulation and ordinance revisions. In the 
coming year, a proposal for the Open Space 
Committee to become a commission will have 
wended its way through the various boards 
and commissions for comment. The committee 
met on several occasions with the Planning 
Commission to discuss the quality of the open 
space that is set aside under the fifteen percent 
rule. We would like to see at least fifty percent of 
the land set-asides in a subdivision be “useable,” 
i.e., not water, wetlands, or steep slopes. This 
would be of more benefit to those moving in 
to a subdivision and more in keeping with our 
town’s belief in the importance of open spaces 
for use by its citizens as well as for its wildlife and 
specific habitat protection. Those discussions are 
ongoing.
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Planning Commission
Harold Thompson

Chairman

The Planning Commission meets in the town 
hall on the second Thursday of each month at 
7:00 p.m. except during the month of August.

Special Meetings are held when required, 
and all the meeting notices are posted in the 
town hall and on the town Web site (www.
oldlyme-ct.gov). Information on the actions of 
the commission and meeting schedule can also 
be obtained from the office, which is open from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Kim Groves, our Land 
Use Administrator, is always willing to accept 
your application and assist you in any way.

The commission consists of five elected 
members and three alternates appointed by 
the Board of Selectmen. The commission is 
responsible, every ten years by State Statue, for 
the Town Plan of Development, Subdivision 
Regulations, and special documents such as 
ordinances that are approved by a town meeting. 
The commission is also required to act on any 
municipal developments, such as the acquisition 
of open space; relocation or abandonment of any 
public property, land, parks, roads, schools, or 
public utilities; or anything owned or acquired 
by the town.

The Planning Commission has become 
increasingly involved with issues relating to 
open space and the impact of development on 
wetlands. 

The Planning Commission is continuing 
to communicate actively with other land-use 
commissions and committees to address land-
use concerns with proposed developments and 
subdivisions. This continued communication 
often has provided an opportunity for members 
of the various commissions to exchange views on 
the course of development in Old Lyme.

The Planning Commission continues to 
work with the Open Space Committee to better 
coordinate the selection of areas of open space 
for properties being developed. In some cases, 
where appropriate, the commission has used 
the ability to waive the subdivision open space 
requirements for a fee in lieu of the open space 
that will allow money to be placed in the land 
acquisition account for the purchase of open 
space.

Due to the economic climate over the last 
year there has been a reduction in the number of 
applications received by the commission.

The Planning Commission has completed the 
revision for the 2010 Town Plan of Conservation 
and Development.
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Probate Court
Hon. Sylvia L. Peterson
Judge

Lynn Campbell
Clerk

We are part of a significant time in the 
history of the Probate Court system. Our town 
Probate Court is to be merged into a regional 
Probate Court in January 2011, located in the 
Town of East Lyme and to be known as Region 
32 Probate Court.

I thought this final, full-year report would 
be an appropriate time to provide, in addition to 
a tally of the matters brought before the court, a 
brief history of the probate court system.   

Thirteen judges have served our local Probate 
Court, beginning July 16, 1869:  

Thomas L. Swan ............................1869 - 1872
David Morley .................................1872 - 1884
Frederick Fosdick, Acting Judge ....1884
John Swaney ..................................1885 - 1897
Daniel S. Lay .................................1897 - 1898
Joshua E. Brockway .......................1898 - 1903
D. Eddie Griswold .........................1903 - 1905
Joseph S. Huntington ....................1905 - 1907
Herbert M. Caulkins .....................1907 - 1920
William Marvin, Acting Judge
Robert H. Noble ...........................1920 - 1950
N. Rutherford Sheffield .................1951 - 1956
Henry Saling, Acting Judge
Audrey Mayer ................................1958 - 1973
Daniel E. Kenny ............................1973 - 1995
Sylvia L. Peterson ..........................1995 – 2011

The first probate districts smaller than 
a county were created in 1719: Guilford, 
Windham, and Woodbury. The number of 
smaller districts kept growing: 1800 - 28 districts; 
1850 - 91 districts; 1900 - 112 districts; 1950 – 
120 districts; 2000 - 130 districts.  Under the 
consolidated system effective 2011, there will be 
54 districts.

Words written by Ralph Elliott, past president 
of the Connecticut Bar Association, undated, as 
he viewed the probate court system:

“The probate courts of the State of 
Connecticut are the institutions of justice closest 
to the people.  Their services are invoked and their 
jurisdiction is exercised when people - rich and poor, 
meek and mighty, worldly-wise and born yesterday 
- are in an impaired state of emotional stability: 
in shock and mourning for the death of a loved 
one; in anguish when matters have deteriorated 
into a petition to terminate parental rights; in 
sadness and reluctance when families must face 
the fact that a conservator or a commitment is 
needed for one on whom all used to depend as on a 
rock of enduring strength, a rock now eroded by the 
inexorable rain of time.  

These courts, so many of them hometown courts 
where neighbor serves neighbor, must have and 
display the sensitivity and compassion appropriate 
for the task.  Yet they must also be professional, 
efficient and marked by an understanding of all 
laws and developments relevant to their awesome 
responsibilities.”

Matters acted upon in the Old Lyme Probate 
Court during this reporting period:

Decedents’ Estates .......................................216
Trust Matters................................................ 40
Conservatorship Proceedings .........................17
Children’s Matters .........................................18
Adoptions/Terminations of Parental Rights ... 2
Guardianship/Mental Retardation  ................. 4
Other Matters................................................. 6
Passport Applications (July 2009 – Jan. 2010) ........139 



65

Rogers Lake Authority
Fredrik D. Holth 

Chairperson

In a year marked by cost reduction by citizens 
and public entities, a predictable result was 
more moderate motor boating use of Rogers 

Lake, although rowing, sailing, swimming, 
fishing, and other activities continued at 
customary levels. Monitoring of vessel traffic 
by designated Rogers Lake Authority (RLA) 
agent Walter Buch was effective in reducing 
departures from the customary counterclockwise 
pattern observed by motorized traffic, and the 
monitoring of vessels entering the lake by a 
designated representative of the RLA at the 
State of Connecticut boat launching ramp was 
effective in reducing transient operation of vessels 
exceeding the 135-horsepower limit.

Introduction of invasive non-native species 
into the lake by trailered vessels remains a 
matter of considerable concern. Notably, zebra 
mussels have recently found their way into two 
Connecticut lakes, Lake Lillinoah and Lake 
Zoar. This species was also found last year in 
Laurel Lake in Lee, Masachusetts, and in its 
outflow into the Housatonic River upstream 
from Connecticut. The displacement anticipated 
to take place from zebra mussels is due to the 
fact that this species can filter out the freshwater 
plankton that native species rely on and then 
totally alter the food chain, affecting both the 
fish and the wildlife that rely on the lake for 
food. The devastation that has occurred in the 
Great Lakes and New York State points to the 
need for vigilance in attempts to protect Rogers 
Lake. 

General warming is causing a collateral 
increase in the growing season for milfoil and 
other aquatic plants as snow cover on ice reduces. 
The RLA has commissioned Dr. George 
Knoecklein to revisit the plant population in 
Rogers Lake, where approximately thirty-four 
species are thought to presently exist. In the 
fall of 2010 a small population of fanwort, yet 

another invasive species, was found in areas 
surrounding the boat launching area, which 
was hopefully eradicated by hand pulling. A 
drawdown conducted over the 2009-2010 
winter seemed to provide some relief during the 
past summer, although approximately fifty acres 
of the lake remain subject to infestation to the 
point where boat traffic is impeded.

Striking a balanced approach between 
individual impacts and general navigation, 
the RLA has encouraged the selective use by 
residents of lake bottom blankets, or benthic 
mats, applied abutting properties in the interest 
of ameliorating congestion by weeds. Removed 
and relocated after approximately thirty days of 
placement, these can provide a corridor clear of 
weeds for swimming and boating, although they 
have no impact on soft silt, which is a typical 
collateral problem in the areas where milfoil 
propagates. Unfortunately, the solution most 
likely to eradicate the problem lies in dredging 
to remove silt and deepen areas to the point 
where photosynthesis cannot occur, a resolution 
requiring significant bonding cost in troubled 
times for the two communities.

We have repetitively iterated for thirty-five 
years the need for boundary protection for the 
lake, in planting buffer zones of vegetation 
to prevent unnecessary deposit of deciduous 
matter, limitation of deciduous trees, eliminating 
lawn fertilization, and responsibly managing 
shorefronts. The lake as a primary recreational 
venue is a product of a largely undeveloped 
4,000-acre watershed. To the end of its 
continuing service to the community, one would 
hope that its 260-acre surface would gradually 
be freed of inboard vessels, excessive wakes, and 
operation in violation of state statutes by jet skis 
and motorboats too close to shore -- summarily, 
thoughtful enjoyment by all.
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Shellfish Commission
Merv Roberts, Chair
John Seckla, Treasurer
David Redfield, Secretary

The year 2010 has now passed with hardly 
a whimper from our hard clams, soft 
clams, razor clams, mussels, and oysters. 

We also heard nothing from their traditional 
enemies, the walrus, the carpenter or even from 
the Old Saybrook Clark Street Pirates. This latter 
group is reputed to operate by the light of the 
moon and we suspect that they alone are the 
beneficiaries of Gods Shellfish Bounty – in our 
waters. Yes, that’s right, honest yeomen of Old 
Lyme are prohibited fro harvesting the free gift 
from the sea. How did this sorry state of affairs 
come to pass?

Well, for one thing, we are saddled with a 
State Department that calls itself Environmental 
Protection. These people supervise the 

purification of our waste waters in sewage 
treatment plants and it seems that their bottom 
line is “Dilution is the Solution to Pollution.” 
They dump millions of gallons of polluted water 
into the Connecticut River and they assume that 
with their formula, and the magic of their very 
name, the polluted water will become pure again. 
However, test results prove otherwise, and so, 
from the other side of their mouth we hear that 
our shellfish are in polluted water and cannot be 
consumed by man nor beast.

The Shellfish Commission is the second 
longest serving board in the history of Old Lyme, 
but for the moment, our hands are tied. Better 
luck next year.

Tax Collector
Judith A. Tooker
Tax Collector

We are here to collect taxes. We try to do 
this in a friendly manner. We are here 
9 to 12 and 1 to 4 weekdays.
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Town Meetings

TOWN OF OLD LYME
ANNUAL TOWN BUSINESS MEETING

Approximately 150+ people attended the 
Annual Town Business Meeting on Monday, 
January 25, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. in the Middle 
School auditorium of Regional District #18, 
Lyme Street, Old Lyme, CT.

The meeting was called to order by Selectman 
Skip Sibley.

Atty Thomas McGarry was elected to serve 
as moderator.

The call of the meeting was read by Town 
Clerk Eileen K. Coffee.

1.  A motion was made and seconded to 
accept the Annual Town Report for the fiscal 
year July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009, as submitted 
by the Board of Finance.

 Motion carried
2.  Ken Kitchings was selected for the Citizen 

of the Year Award for 2009 by the Old Lyme 
Board of Selectmen.  

A motion was made and seconded to bring 
items #9 and #10 before the Town Meeting for 
consideration next.

Motion carried.                     
9.   A motion was made and seconded to 

approve amendments to the Fees Ordinance 
(Chapter 47 of the Code of Ordinances)) which 
authorize waiver of fees or fines under particular 
circumstances. A motion was made by Nan 
Salvino to eliminate in Paragraph B reference to a 
$2,000,000 cap on District 18 building projects. 
The proposed amendment to paragraph B was 
adopted.  Paragraph B shall read:  All building 
permit fees related to projects on properties 
owned by Regional School District 18 in the 
Town of Old Lyme shall be waived.

Motion carried.
10. A motion was made and seconded to 

authorize the waiver of building permit fees 
associated with the Regional School District 18 
High School building project as stated in item 
#9.

Motion carried.
3.  A motion was made and seconded to 

approve the re-appointment of Jane R. Marsh to 
Connecticut River Estuary Regional Planning 
Agency 9 (CRERPA), such term to  expire in 
January 2012, as recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen.

TOWN OF OLD LYME
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

Approximately 75 electors and citizens 
attended the Special Town Meeting on Monday, 
August 24, 2009, at 7:30 p.m. in the Middle 
School Auditorium of District #18, Lyme Street, 
Old Lyme, Connecticut.

Marylin C. Clarke was elected to serve as 
moderator. 

The call of the meeting was read by Eileen 
K. Coffee, Assistant Town Clerk.

1.  A motion was made and seconded to 
appropriate a sum not to exceed $675,000 for the 
construction of a school bus parking facility on 
municipal property located on Four Mile River 
Road adjacent to the Old Lyme Transfer Station, 
as recommended by the Board of Selectmen 
and Board of Finance; and to authorize the 
First Selectmen to enter into a lease agreement 
for such facility with a bus company selected by 
Regional School District #18.

Motion carried.
2. A motion was made and seconded to 

adopt an amendment to Chapter 25 Article III of 
the Town Code of ordinances entitled “Building 
on Unaccepted Road,” as recommended by the 
Board of Selectmen and the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer.  A copy of the proposed amendment is 
posted in the office of the Old Lyme Town Clerk 
for inspection.

Motion tabled.
3.  To consider and act upon any other 

matters which may properly come before said 
meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted
Eileen K. Coffee

Assistant
Recorded August 25, 2009
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Town Meetings (continued)

Motion carried.
4.  A motion was made and seconded to 

appropriate $32,000 to fund the engineering 
work associated with the repair of the Duck 
River Bridge culvert on McCurdy Road, as 
recommended by the Board of Finance.

Motion carried.              
5. A motion was made and seconded to accept 

Olivia Lane as a Town road, effective upon the 
delivery of a warranty deed and the posting of a 
road maintenance bond, as approved by the Old 
Lyme Planning Commission.

Motion carried.
6. A motion was made and seconded to 

approve the lease to SBA Towers II, LLC of a 75 
ft x 75 ft portion of the Cross Lane Firehouse 
premises at 14 Cross Lane for the location of a 
telecommunications facility (cell tower), together 
with a vehicular and utility easement to and 
from Cross Lane, the term of which lease and 
associated easement is for five years.

Motion defeated.
7. Moot ---To approve the dedication in 

perpetuity for open space and recreational 
purposes of a parcel of land owned by the Town 
at 17 Cross Lane consisting of 46 acres, which 
open space dedication shall act as a replacement 
for the premises at 14 Cross Lane dedicated for 
open space and recreational purposes which 
would be leased to SBC Towers II, LLC. No 
longer appropriate since Item #6 was defeated.

8. A motion was made and seconded to 
approve amendments to the Harbor Management 
Ordinance, (Chapter 58 of the Code of 
Ordinances), as recommended by the Harbor 
Management Commission.

Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Eileen K. Coffee

Town Clerk
Recorded by Eileen K. Coffee

January 26, 2010

              

TOWN OF OLD LYME
ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING

     Approximately 60 electors and citizens 
attended the Town of Old Lyme Annual Budget 
Meeting on Monday, May 17, 2010, at 7:30 
p.m. in the auditorium of Regional District No. 
18 Middle School, Lyme Street, Old Lyme, 
Connecticut.

Marylin C. Clarke was elected to serve as 
moderator.

The call of the meeting was read by Eileen 
K. Coffee, Town Clerk.

1.  A motion was made and seconded to 
adopt the budget for the fiscal year July 1, 2010 
through June 30, 2011, as recommended by the 
Board of Finance.

Motion carried.
2.  A motion was made and seconded to 

adopt a proposal that taxes in the Town of Old 
Lyme on Real Estate and Personal Property shall 
be paid in two (2) semi-annual installments, the 
first payment being due on July 1, 2010 and the 
second payment on January 1, 2011.  Any tax 
in these categories under $100.00 will be due in 
full in one payment in July, 2010, as are vehicles 
on Supplemental List due in January, 2011 in 
one payment.

Motion carried.
3.  A motion was made and seconded 

by the Board of Selectmen to table a vote to 
adopt amendments to Chapter 133 of the Code 
of Ordinances Sewage Disposal Systems, as 
recommend by the Old Lyme Water Pollution 
Control Authority. 

Motion tabled.
Meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Eileen K. Coffee

Town Clerk
Recorded May 18, 2010
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TOWN OF OLD LYME
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

Approximately 15 electors and citizens 
attended the Special Town Meeting on 
Wednesday, June 23, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Meeting Hall of Old Lyme Town Hall, 52 Lyme 
Street, Old Lyme, Connecticut.

Marylin C. Clarke was elected to serve as 
moderator.

The call of the meeting was read by Eileen 
K. Coffee, Town Clerk.

1.  A motion was made and seconded to 
approve the renewal of the refuse collection 

Town Meetings (continued)

contract with Shoreline Sanitation, Inc. for the 
period July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2015, as 
recommended by the Board of Finance.

Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Eileen K. Coffee

Town Clerk
Recorded June 24, 2010.

Treasurer
John A. Bysko

Treasurer

I am happy to report that the Town of Old 
Lyme’s financial position continues to be 
extremely healthy. On October 1, 2009, 

when we borrowed funds for the   extensive 
renovations and addition to the Memorial Town 
Hall, Standard and Poors Credit Rating Service 
gave our town an AA+ rating. While the State 
of Connecticut and many towns and cities 
in Connecticut are encountering significant 
financial difficulties, we have maintained an 
exceptional financial position.

Because of the Town of Old Lyme’s 
excellent financial position, we were able to 
issue   $4,200,000 of General Obligation Bonds 
on October 15, 2009 in a competitive bid to 
Raymond James & Associates for an average cost 
to the town of 2.707962 percent. The town was 
able to borrow these funds for fifteen years at an 
exceptionally attractive interest rate. Credit must 
be given to
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The Old Lyme Visiting Nurse Association, Inc.
Executive Director

The Visiting Nurse Association has been 
in existence since 1922. Over the past 
eighty-seven years the organization has 

worked diligently to service the public health 
needs of the community. The Town Nurse’s 
office is located in the Lymes’ Senior Center on 
Town Woods Road. The nurse is available there 
for free healthcare services every weekday from 
noon to 1 p.m. During the past year, the nurse 
had 681 persons come in for consultations. The 
nurse also made a total of 528 house calls to 
those who are homebound and unable to travel 
to the office. The total of nursing service hours 
for the year was 1.246.25.

A number of town resident volunteers who 
make up our dedicated Board of Directors and 
Associates work under the direction of the Town 
Nurse at several clinics throughout the year 
and arrange, organize, and staff a number of 
other clinics, committees, and services. Without 
the efforts and hours that our volunteers so 
generously give, the association would not be 
able to accomplish so much of the work that it 
does. The Board of Directors holds meetings 
at 1 p.m. on the second Monday of the month 
in Memorial Town Hall during the months of 
September through the following June. 

At our outdoor blood pressure clinics held in 
June and September, a total of sixty-one persons 
were screened. The yearly blood pressure clinic 
at Lyme - Old Lyme High School saw forty-two 
young people take advantage of this service, and 
the students were also given health literature 
on the circulation system and blood pressure. 
The 2009 Flu Clinic immunization program 
dispensed 414 shots to clinic participants, 
the homebound, town employees, police, and 
volunteer ambulance and fire personnel. Twelve 
pneumonia vaccinations also were given to eligible 
recipients. In addition, several of our Board 

Directors assisted at the State of Connecticut 
regional health-district-run clinics for the H1N1 
influenza immunizations.  At our Health Day, 
seventy-six persons took advantage of the services 
offered. Fifty-five blood tests were taken and 
more then three-dozen people had blood pressure 
screenings from the Town Nurse. Also that day, 
Dr. Robert Klimek gave eye examinations for 
glaucoma in addition to retinal screenings and 
cataract checks. Dr. John Carroll saw eighteen 
persons for foot examinations. Nutritionist Julie 
Buchanan gave dietary advice and had a display 
of smart food choices for persons to sample, and 
in addition, a certified massage therapist gave 
stress-reducing chair massages.

In the spring, the Pre-kindergarten Audio-
Visual Clinic, which is co-sponsored with the 
Lyme-Old Lyme Junior Women’s Club, tested 
twenty-seven children. Dr. Christine Semenza 
was in charge of the visual screenings and 
certified audiologist, Coleen Hicks from L&M 
Hospital Audiology Department supervised the 
hearing component of the tests.

In June, the association awarded yearly 
scholarships to graduating seniors who intend 
to pursue college majors in health-related fields. 
The Old Lyme VNA Scholarship was awarded 
to four recipients, and two graduates shared the 
Mary H. Noyes Memorial Scholarship.

The Town of Old Lyme supports the 
professional nursing services operating budget. 
From the ongoing generous response of our 
residents and friends to our annual fund drive 
and the various memorial donations and gifts 
received over the years of our existence, the 
association is able to continue to offer a number of 
community public health services and programs 
to the residents of Old Lyme either completely 
free of charge or at a substantially reduced cost.
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Zoning Board of Appeals
Suzanne Stutts

Chairman

The standards that guide and limit 
the Zoning Board of Appeals are the 
Connecticut General Statutes. Acting 

in a quasi-judicial capacity, the board hears 
appeals for variances and appeals from decisions 
of the Zoning Enforcement Official. Applicants 
must show “exceptional difficulty or unusual 
hardship” due to the unique characteristics of 
their property. A variance can be granted only 
if it is in harmony with the general intent and 
the comprehensive plan of zoning put forth by 
the town.                

This year we heard thirty-four cases and held 
ten meetings. Twenty-eight cases were granted, 
seven cases were granted with conditions or 
modifications, eight were denied, and two were 

withdrawn. We upheld the Zoning Officer’s 
decision in two cases.

Our regular meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of each month with the exceptions 
of August and December, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Memorial Town Hall, 52 Lyme Street.

Joseph St. Germain was elected as a regular 
member of the board this year. We welcomed 
two new alternates to the committee: Marilyn 
Ossman replaced long-term member June Speirs, 
and Richard Smith filled the vacancy of  Joe St. 
Germain. I would like to thank them and the 
other members of the board -- Kip Kotzan, Judy 
McQuade, Dick Moll, Joe St. Germain, and Fran 
Sudowsky -- for their time and commitment to 
the board and the town.  
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OLD LYME EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
SPECIAL NEEDS REGISTRATION FORM

In order to provide the highest level of assistance to the residents of Old Lyme, the Office 
of Emergency Management is asking its residents to preidentify themselves in the event of  
needing special assistance during an emergency.

If you, or know of someone who, may be in need of transportation or any other assistance 
during an emergency, please fill out this special needs form and return the form to :
OLD LYME EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, 52 LYME STREET, OLD LYME CT 06371. 
In the event of an emergency, local emergency workers contact you and provide assistance. 

This information is voluntary and will remain confidential.

NAME:____________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:__________________________________________________ APT #_________

TOWN:____________________________________ TELEPHONE:____________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION OF A RELATIVE OR FRIEND

NAME:____________________________________ TELEPHONE:____________________

SPECIAL DIRECTIONS TO YOUR HOME:

___________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE CHECK ANY OF ITEMS WHICH MAY ADDRESS YOUR NEEDS

I am hearing impaired   q   I use a TDD/TT device   q

I am oxygen dependent   q   I have impaired vision   q

I depend upon electrically powered life sustaining medical equipment

Respirator equipment   q Inhome dialysis   q  Other ____________

I have mobility concerns and rely on the use of a:

Wheelchair     q	 	Walker   q Cane  q  Other ____________

I have a service animal or guide dog  q I have special dietary needs q

I rely on Inhome health care assistance   q	  I have special prescription needs q

I would require special transportation in the event I had to evacuate my home q

I understand that this information is voluntary and will remain confidential.

SIGNATURE:____________________________________________ DATE:_____________




